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THE SHEPHERD KINGS IN PALESTINE. 

exc/vvations at beth-pelet, n. 

f winter at Bcth-pdct have produted valuable results m 

^ , 1 ^ n-i. lies In the halt-arid wilderness ot the south Louurn* 

■ o™.»-ea .o. »„ 

Hyk«» mode of defence ™ Cm found Jn Csyp. when I ” 

fee'll *d^e. »J “vered -hh white .tucco. to thot it wouid be onpOBible to 

'^l.“’,^nTve°“^^f'^e”h» now b»n tteced et Beth-pdet where it w. 

tdtpS to . hill fott. trottlRB to tteep sUclt slopet, on which no eppro^ 

A was fhosen having on the cast a precipitous fact to the stream course of the Wady 
Gh^zch (iff Fig. i>. At »ch end. a slight natural ravine of drainage was detptn^ aod 
1 I riiil it curv ed around the end of the hill , v^itli smoothly cut sides, ditfercnt 

Jd^Tge HI- A- »'’r i^'-i'ThS: 

I o T viii-iy-rti nl-iln 9 wide trcndliL wis du^i- So h-- iicro^i 

iobedlc'^Cds ofThc north and south ravines. Thus the whole hill was isolated by 

,nacce«,ble side a slope of :to“. 

This dropped at the bottom into a dltdi 7 it. d«p. Thus any attadter on 

r * the slope would fall into the ditch and be easily overwhelmed by 

tnerJed down the i.;ncr slope. On the side of the fort the ascend.ng slo^ 
of i4^ too steep to stand or crawl upon, and rose up 61 ft. toward 
At thVtop of this slope was the fort bank of marl rising 11 ft. above the dweUmgs 
within, and capped by a breastwork wall, so that the defenders could rake the marl 

slope Md the slope is now buried under 3S ft; of 

piled up against the fort mound. It was only in ^endung the sand in sear^ of any 
tombs tharthc hard ground was found to descend amazingly; on t^rymg the cutting 
blw^^d up fo the fo«, the nature of the defence came to light^ In order to t«t the 
matter, another large cutting was made at the head of the southern ravine; this un¬ 
covered the similar slopes and the ditch between them. 

AwE- ijij. 
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^ The Shepherd Kings in Palestitie, 

There bad been an earlier fortress wall, probably of the Xlllh dynaity, whidi was 
buried in ihe l lyksos marl wall. But the makers of ilie great trendi, whidi is so mutb 
like the work at Ychudlych, wen? doubtless the Hyksos whose tombs we uncovered In 
the plain below. 

The great trends fell into disuse at the conquest by the Egyptians, who built a stout 
wall of defence above the Hyksos bank. The sand blew into the ditch, and covered the 
foot of the slopes. Then the steep face of marl offered a eonvcnlcnt place for Egyptian 
tombs. These were crowded together, and are dated by scarabs and vases of the 
XVUIth dynasty. 

The whole hill top thus fortified was about tao ft. above the streant, about 
700 ft. long, and half that distance across at the wildest. At present the top area is 
about three and a half acres. The access to it was carefully guarded. The northern 
ravine was lengthened out to 5^^ curling round tlie end of the hill and 
sloping upward at the north-west (Fig. j). This approadi w'as cut as a narrow passage 
between faces of native marl and, diagonally across it, a gateway was placed (Eig- 4)- 
Thus only a few feet were left between the side of the passage and the skew gate, to 
render it Impossible to use a battenng-ram, or 10 bring many men to bear cn the gate 
Also the space was so narrow that stones if rolled down the slope would be certain to 
crush any one attacking the gate. This gateway is between the end of the w'cst wall and 
the end of the north wall, so probably the wall was continuous, and ran above the gate. 
This form of the built gate and walls was a Later work than that of the Hyksos, but no 
doubt the ravine was their original entrance. 

The earliest building upon the hiU was of about the Xilth dynasty, as shown by 
a scarab, and in the small area that we readied at 45 ft. down there are three building 
levels below the deep foundaiJons of the Residency of the XVTIIth dynasty. Time did 
not allow of CKtending this deep work in the present season. 

’Within the fortress stood the Residency of the XVlIlth and XlXih dynasties, whidi 
is dated by the pottery; it was a stout blodt of building, 81 It. from cast to west, and 
over 70 fi. across. The outer wall was 6 to 7 ft. thick, and the inner walls 4 to j It, 
The construction differs from that of other Egyptian buildings; the foundations, sunk 
to varying depths of a to 10 ft., were all of bridvwork, well laid. But above the 
floors only a small part was of bdtk, and most of the internal walls were of ramnicd 
earth, covered with an inch of plaster. This may have been only a reconstruction after 
partial demolition. There was, later, a great destruction of all the walls by fire, so fierce 
that it fused some of the pottery. As this follows on the XIXth dynasty, it seems to be 
due to the conquest by the Isracliies of whom it is often recorded tliat they “ burnt the 
city with fire." That the lower bridiwork was only a foundation is proved by the 
absence of doorways (Fig. ^). After the burning, the building was somewhat repaired 
by restoring the entrance wall in different brick, and out of line, also placing some thin 
cross-walls over the ashes. The floor levels were at ySE ft. 1 bs, to ft. 7 ins. 

The building was planned with the entrance at the cast end of the south face, 
approached by a flight of five steps. These led up to a porch, 13 x y ft., whidi 
covered the doorway. This porch was paved with a hard cement of crushed shells; the 
opening being at the south-east comer, yet facing the west, checked any draught from 
blowing in, The first room was 13 ft. square, and led mto a hall along the cast side, 
13 X 13ft,; at the north end of this was a lobby, and steps at the south-east comer 
led up to the roof. From the hall there opened a central court, 30 x ia ft,; this, like 
other pans, was roofed with cedar beams. The court was surrounded by diambers on 



7* POKTKO Of ISRAEUTE PEWOa 
B . C . Dear Jumiw; A . D , Column Bases 



S. Ofleat ’^PalL op ShiSHAK. 1st* 5=Base. 


USLVO VAli, iHQ, ON ASH BED, 












6 


Ti^ Shepherd Kings m Pdkstine. 

ihe three other sideSj in the south-west corner was another stmrway lo the roof 
At the side of a northern door lay a recess, in ’which was a circular fire-pit in the floor, 
all well lined with cement (Fig. j). 

The dciorways were of two types. The main doors had posts five indies square, 
erected before the bridtwork which was built against them. Lessor doors were fixed by 
a fillet of wood of about half of chat size, let Into the plastering. The roof was carried 
by large cedar beams, of which a few unbumt portions remained in the midst of the 
diircoi. The covering was of mud plaster* doubtless faced outside with stucco. 

The whole building had been thoroughly rifled- The only remains were a jar of 
sulphur (probably from a mine near by» suU worked), and close to it the burnt fragments 
of a large wooden box; this had been veneered with ivory, on fragments of whidi arc 
engraved scenes* All of this was encased by us in paraffin wax, for transport, and it may 
be possible to make some reconstruction of it. The box had contained masses of colour, 
yellow, red and malachite green. 

After the destruction of this Residency there was a partial restoration as mendoned, 
but no considerable building succeeded it for a long time. The burnt walls crumbled 
down^ and the levxl of the hill rose with ruins some y ft. deep* Then followed some 
mudi poorer building* laid on cobbk-^nc foundadom a foot thick. The pavings of 
this were at about 37y ft. level. The main part whidi we uncovered was a portico, but 
it had no relation to the older buildings. It faced north, with a doorway flanked by 
dwarfwalls, each bearing a column. The doorway led out to a paved area, irregularly 
laid- This portico was 24 ft. long and 9 ft. deep, and apparently adjoined another 
building at a higher level to the south of it* This should* by its level, have belonged to 
die Pelethitcs of David*s dme, and if, as we suppose, they were a body of nomad 
mercenaries, it Is not to be expected that the>" would have required any substanual 
buildings like the Egyptians. A great bed of ashes, up to 9 ft* thick, which overlay 
mosr of the northern end of the rite, pointed to some centuries of slovenly occupation* 
when rubbish was left to accumulate* Flint flaking was then In use* and a shoal of 
fragments and bad flakes was thrown into an old corn pit, at about the close of this 
ash-bed occupation. 

After some 7 ft. of rubbish and poor building had raised the mound, there 
came an entire reconstruction In fine Egyptian style. The pottery immediately under¬ 
lying it belongs to about 11 00 b,c. i the foundations are sunk deep, and laid in clean 
sand, which is also between the bricks* like the buUdings oi Shishak at Gerar, 9 J0 B.c*; 
it cannot be doubted that this is the period of this new^ Egyptian occupation* The flooR 
arc at 3S2 ft. level. 

The great feature of this age was an immense wall of yellow bricks, which remains 
along the northern cud (Fig. S), This doubtless extended round to the north-west 
gateway, above whidi similar walling exists. But the wall along the western side seems 
to have been earlier, as the bricks are of redder clay, and of lesser size, like those of 
Gcrar in the XXth dynasty. The great wall on the north is 16 to tj ft. thick, still 
standing 9 ft. above the floor level, and sunk 8 ft. below the floor level Into the ash 
bed. With such a thickness it was probably 30 or 40 ft. high. On the inner side it was 
widened by a lining wall above the floor level, 6 ft, thick, thus making a platform 
23ft* wide for defence, on the top of the steep north slope* 

Within this fortification was the Residency of Shishak* a block of building with 
yellow bricks like those of the great walk It was y $x 56 ft* outside* with an 
annex extending it to 84 ft- long. It had a central court, 31x14 fop with a dozen 
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rooms around It. In the hritkwork of the flooring were two ivory fibres of Hathor 
like those of die XXllnd dynasty trom Gerar; with these was a figure with pointed cap, 
as illustrated in our last number. 

After the great building of Shkhak there was no general reconstruction till ^e 
Roman age. The great activity of Psamick at Gerar seems to have sutflccd tor this 
region, as his defbice was against the Scythians at Askelon, rather than against the south 
country. Tlujrc was continued occupation of the place up to about 390 ft, level, as 
shown by the top of a large com pit whidi was filled with pottery of about 600 a.c.; 
the buildings of this period, however, were sniall and insignificant, based at between 

390 and 393 ft. level. , -tj c c'j 

Some time before the Roman age, there existed an important budding, ot wludi 

many blocks were found scattered and refused at both ends of the hiU ^d near the 
middle. These blocks were of well squared local sandstone, covered with very fine 
white stucco, whidi has perfectly survived except where bruised by heavy blows. 
The walls were 16 ins. thiii. Where the site of the building stood, and the date of it, 
are quite unknown. Wc hope to make some scardi for it next year. 

The Roman period of building is distinguished by large numbers oi the Judaean 
coins of Nero, in fresh condition. After these there is one coin of Ant^nus of Gaza, 
but none of the Illrd century, or of the Constantine or Justinian families which art so 
usual elsewhere. The activity here does not sam to have extended to the second century, 
and was mostly about 70 A.O.; it was therefore due to the Jewish war of Vespasian. 

The squalled stone of the fort had been almost entirely removed, down to the 
cobble stone foundations {Hg. 9). From these it appears to have been 66 ft. east to 
west, and ja ft. across. An open court was against the north wall, 3 S ^ h-* 

nine or ten rooms against the other three sides ot it. The outer wall was probably 4 ft. 
thick. A floor remained at 597 ft. y ins. level; the cobble fbundations sank in the mound 
to 591 ft., and on the south of the fort to 388 ft., thus cutting through the buildings of 
Greek age, "West of the north end the ground sank lower, and the Roman buildings were 
cut into the side of the older mound, with a floor at 379 ft. level. A hall, here, has two 
columns built of sandstone drums, covered with stucco : this is inferior to the finely 
stuccoed blocks of the unknown building, w'hiLh were brought here for reconstruction. 
In slight hollows of the floor there were three groups of Judaean copper coins ol Nero. 

The top of the hill was covered with cobble and mud buildings of the Roman age. 
Two of the houses which we cleared (Fig, 10) may 1 ^ noted as examples. One was 
48 X 46 ft. over all. great gate on the south led into an entry* court, 17 X 14 ft.; 
next came a hall 19 ■; 11 ft-, then a court ai < 14 ft- with a tank; seven side- 
chambers opened on these couits. The other house was 40 X 3S ft. over all, with 
similar rooms, and a bath-room lO 6 l It, with cistem. 

A great work of Roman age is the revetment at the foot of the hill, built to prev ent 
the stream from washing away the cUft* Though this has been heavily plundered for 
squared stone, it still fulfils its purpose; recently the flood has cut in behind the south 
end, and it may eventually be isolated in the Wady, with the soil behind it washed out. 
It is between ao and 3 r ft. thick and 500 ft. long, Tlie face was all of large squared 
blocks of sandstone; exposed courses have been carried off, but later burrowing by the 
stream has uncovered two more courses below, without reaching the base. The body of 
it is of rough sandstone blocks, all set in hard lime mortar. In this I succeeded in finding 
a piece of ribbed jar like that of the 1 st centtiry. No doubt, therefore, the construaion 
was part of the large work of Vespasian. 
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IQ The Sheplxrd Kingt in Pdettme, 

The CeshtTeries occupied the greater part of the labour this year- The whole ground 
has been more or less covered with blown sand, irrestcd by the nsc of the hilL h buried 
the cemetery area up to as much as 8 ft. deep. This greatly increased the labour of 
finding the tombs, as the whole surface must be bared before seardi trendies can be cut, 
to distinguish soft places where tombs have collapsed. The area of cemeteries extends 
for about a quarter of a mile from the hill, along the north and west sides. 

The cemetery of most historic value Is that of the Hyksos period, unmistakcably 
dated by the abundance of Hyksos scarabs and a peculiar type of tomb. This year, 
pan of the ground could be worked, and next year the rotation of crop and fallow will 
allow of the rest of the cemetery being cleared. Nearly 6fty tombs have been found, 
half of whidi contained scarabs and pottery, which yielded relative dating. It is thus 
possible to put some twenty tombs into their order of sequence by the changes in the 
scarab types. At first there is the nearest resemblance to Egyptian work, and good 
scroll borders. This fine work fades out, animal figures begin, then twist patterns, and 
coarse methanical designs. Following such an order, we find in the first halt of the series 
a continual increase in forms of pottery, in the second half only a disappearance of types. 
This marks a continuous life, followed by a decadence. For distinction we will here 
letter this order of tombs from /I to A". A has the nearest atlinity to the Middle Kingdom 
style. H has the name of a new Hyksos king, Maot-neb-ra, the same name as the later 
king Amenhetep 111 . The tomb D has a scarab of a very well-known Hyksos king, 
Maot>ab-ra, Neither of these kings are among tlie six great Hyksos kings who formed 
^be XVth dynasty, nor are these scarabs like those earlier ones. Our list therefort. does 
not begin till the XVIth dynasty. Other tombs follow, with Incrc^e of pottery typ« 
down to N. At that point a decrease of types sets in, cither marking a change in the 
dynasty or the beginning of the X\Tlth dynasty. 

Now the most important matter is that at R, after the decadence had begun, there 
occurs a scarab of the weU-known vezier Kir or Hal. There are plenty oi his scarabs 
from Egypt {a dozen in University College) and this scarab is of the same design; but 
three variants In forms of hieroglyphs mark it as of Palestinian work. The ha plant has 
the duec stems radiating from a centre instead of rising from a flat base; the nt crown 
has a triangular body, more like the primitive form; and the ifir sign is like a twisted 
whip. The conclusion from these scarabs Is that Har was vezier over both Palestine and 
Egypt, and that therefore, as late as the middle or end of the XVIth dynasty, there was 
a united rule of a single Hyksos king over both countries. This is the first piece of 
political information which shows how long the Hyksos supremacy was effective, and 
disposes of the frequent assertion that they were only a herd of local rulers who were 
contemporary. The nature of the variants of the signs shows that the engraver knew 
their origins, and was not blindly copying them. The scarab was made to order, with 
its foil meaning, and was not an ignorant transcript. A sinking fact is that the god most 
usually represented on these scarabs is Ra, throughout this Hyksos age. It reflects on the 
veracity of Haishepsut in saying that the Hyksos “ knew not Ra." 

There are many small glazed vases for kohi during the earlier half of this period; 
also daggers both of the triangular blade without a tang, and with the Cypriote long 
tang, 'fhe pottery is abundant, thin, and finely formed, of nobler grace than any of 
later times (Fig. J t). As many as twenty varieties are found in some of the tombs. 
The very large jars without handles belong to the earlier half of the period. 

The tomte, cut in the hard marl, have a steep stairway descending to a small 
entrance, whidi was blocked with a slab of stone or several stones. This led in a few 















11 


The Slj^herd Kings in Palestine. 


early Instances to a single d^amber, but usually to a bMobate chamber* divided by a pier 
of niirl whidi approached the doorway* so as to supporc the roof (Fig, 11), The bodies 
lay on the ground* stretched at length, but with the legs irregukrly placed. Most of the 
tontbs had been robbed anciently; but in quite undisturbed tombs there was scarcely 
any gold work. 

To this type of tomb there succeeded a single domed diamber, with a sunk gang¬ 
way between the bendies on three sides* upon whidi the bodies and offerings were 
placed (Fig. 13). Eight bodies and two dozen scarabs were found in this, dating from 
Amenhccep III to Ramessu H* mostly of Palestinian work. The most interesting of these 
had a vigorous figure of die Syrian homed god, ’widi a long streamer hanging from his 
peaked crown; with a spear he is striking the tail of a gigantic uracus, which he grasps 
in the other hand. This seems to symbolize the triumph of Syria over the royal serpent 
ot Egypt, and is a memorial ol the downfall under Akhenatcn. There were also some 
vases of purely Aegean pottery. This tomb had been cut in the lower part of the great 
glacis on the west of the city. 

The bench type of comb continued to dev elope In the XlXth dynasty. The gang¬ 
way w'as widened at the entrance of the diambcr; next, a double widening appears, and 
lastly the gangway was prolonged* to enter a smaller chamber at the back of the first 
diambcr. At this stage the coarse pottery coffins came into use. There are six typei of 
pottery' which ran through from the Hyksos period, but only in single examples; m 
general, there was a sharp change* and the tew exceprions may be due to re-use of an old 
pot. Pointed Philistine pottery^ occurs m these combs, some in surprisingly fresh con¬ 
dition, better than any known elsewhere. The usual motive is the swan precaing the 
wing. Large quandties ot plain pottery are found; In one tomb were no less than eighty 
vessels* of fifiy-elght different varieties. The large number of skeletons found in some 
tombs, halt a dozen or a dozen, show that they were lamily vaults, in use during several 
gencradons* 

In this Ramcsside period* Iron daggers and knives occur along with bronze (Fig. 14) j 
one steel dagger has a cast bronze handle. In one tomb a Cypriote dagger with long 
tang, like those of the XIXth dynasty, occurs with a bronze or copper bowl, having 
a flat base- These bowls arc found in other tombs later, and led on to the round-based 
bowls of about the XXlInd or XXlIIrd dynasty (Fig* ly), A round-ba^ed bowl witii 
llaring flange is thiddy cast, and accompanies a wine-strainer and long dipper; these 
might be suppcKsed to be PompeJan by the form and decoration, but the early age is 
exemplified by the same forms appearing in an Etruscan tomb-painting of about the 
XXVIth dynasty. Probably m both ages these types were borrowed from Persia* 

Oi later times there are many tombs of Greek age, but without any painted vases* 
although fragments of such are found in the town. There were probably monuments of 
limestone over the tombs, as in the cemetery is a brge kiln, much burnt. The pieces of 
stone found in it did not bear any sculpture. 

In yet another way the season has been most fruitful. Our work boys, on seeing 
that we rewarded finding a flint piii In the works began to hunt for such in the Wady. 
When the work-hours were short In Ramadan the boys hunted In the afternoon, and 
soon there were daily collections by more than thirty^ hunters, including some men. 

I hey came and sac m a row with their gatherings before them, to be selected. In a short 
time we had over two thousand in the store-room* a stadi in the courtyard, and banks 
oi rejected ones outside our waih, among whkh were many partly worked. 
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In order to wield sudi a mass, ii was necessary to select closely and, to do that, 
some classificatjon was needed. In the general appearance there was no sign that these 
flints had ever been bedded in gravel after being worked, there was no staining, and 
rarely any white patination. There seems no reason to doubt that workers dropped 
them in and around the valley, they were washed down into the stream, and rolled there 
until they were picked out for us. In this case, the amount of effacement is some in¬ 
dication of relative age. On selecting the most effaced, on which the flaked surfaces had 
b^ almost destroyed, they proved to be triangular pidts and ovates of the rudest types 
(iMg, i6). The purpose of the pick and “ rostro-carinaic " appears to have been for root- 
grubbing, which provided the only vegetable food during winter. The ovates with 
a f airly sharp edge may well have been for cutting green food in summer. The “ rostro * 
flints are of very rude form here, and from their resemblance to a ness of land, we 
termed them “nesses." The largest picb have one face quite flat, and could only be 
grasped between two hands (Fig. 17}, There is a large number of borers (Fig. iB), and 
these were further developed with natural boll ends to fit the palm of the hand; also 
with skew handles* so as to get a powerful drilling turn in work, some handles being 
quite flat on the top so as to apply a heavy pressure (Fig. ipj. 

Most primitive of all arc flints picked up to bash or crush, and here called “ bashers." 
Some of these arc entirely natural flints, merely battered on one edge; others have been 
somewhat shaped to give a better edge for use. More advanced choppers arc long and 
tbm forms, with one edge battered. Heavy ases were also shaped, equally on both sides. 
The sliced flints (or Levallois flakes) have left many cores, known in Egypt as 
donkeys' hoofs/ 

So far, we had encouraged the boys to bring in all they could from the rolled wady 
bed, where the relative position had no meaning; but one day there appeared flaked 
cores and adtes of early neolithic style, whitened by lime soil, and it was evident that 
a settlement had been tapped. Mr. Starkey, who generally looked after the flints, 
judiaously reftised to give anything for these, but offered a couple of day's wages to the 
boy who would show us the site. Thus we gained the knowledge of many sites without 
cncouiaging their desmiction. These could not be immediately worked, but one site 
(SuJmanich) was well sampled through a depth of j ft. in recorded levels. Mr. Myers 
attended to this, and brought in many hundreds of microlith cores of dusky translucent 
flmt and innumerable flakes. Such work seems to have survived till the late use of 
microliths m the working of very delicate lunate flakes, found in a Hyksos grave, pre¬ 
sumably as barbs for arrows. The whole subject of the late use of palaeolithic and 
neolithic ty pes is opened up by the various examples of historic age found thb year. 

Palestine is so ridi a field for early sites of work that there are hundreds of sudi 
spots 10 be searched; and, in order to secure results of historic value, each group should 
be uniformly manned by a separate party. Just as Miss Garrod has taken the northern 
cav« as her speciality, so each of die great wadys should be taken in hand by one body, 
in the s^c way as our SdiooJ has taken up the Wady Ghuzzeh. Happily the rcquire- 
mmt of systematic work is a principle with Mr. Ridimond, who will not tolerate in 
Palestine the reckless exploiting which has ruined sites elsewhere. 

In all the excavation here, the diggers search die earth and set aside every potsherd. 
Thw ^e revised carefully to see that no inscriptions escape us, and all pieces that arc 
distinctive m date are marked with levels and preserved. The types are identified if 
possible with forms already known, w hich serve to give a date; these dates of each 
stratum are then reviewed, some are of older pottery' that has survived, others arc later 
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due to disturbance of soil, but a majority hold together and sers-e to show the general 
period of 3 level. Thisj in tum> can then be dated more precisely by movements in 
history already known. Other kinds of objects arc also diaracteristlc of period, but arc 
not so frequent in every age as the pottery. 

Happily, the selection for the Palestine Museum at Jerusalem is based upon the 
preservation of whole groups from combs. These may be supplemented by examples of 
types whldi do not occur in large groups, in order to fill up the scries of types. But it is 
the aim of the Director, Mr, Rithmond, to weed out from the Museum all material chat 
is not levelled or dated, whenever similar objects arc procured in asccftalncd groups. 
Thus the coUection will eventually be reliable as an liistorical view of all periods In 
I’alestine. 

On reviewing the whole season at B«h-pelet, it Is clear that there is no other place 
yet krrown whidi is so promising for revealing more of Egyptian and patrianJial history 
during the dark period of the Hyksos dynasties. The cemetery of the XVth dynasty 
has yet to be found, also that of the XVUldi dynasty, which was certainly important 
during the long and actis’e reign of Tahutmes III. To contbuc work here is needful for 
the history of both Egypt and Palestine, The complete clearance of the Tell is far beyond 
English resources, as it would cost probably fifteen or twenty thousand pounds. Yet scfmc 
search should be made for c,\tcnsIons of the Jewish stratum at the fort, and for the site 
of the fine sandstone building, k is difficult to know where to stop, but probably after 
another season here it would be more profitable to take a portion of another site- It is 
impossible in the ncixt few centuries to work completely more than a few per cent, of all 
the Tdls in the world which await us, and the rcv'clation of history will be best carried 
out by taking a large sample from many sites. So long as a full record is published of 
all that is found, with plans, levels, and figures, it will always be open to future work to 
resume sudi researdics, and carry them farther. 

Our hope that a Palestine Museum on an effective scale may be founded in London 
has made us retrain from distributing the collection of the last three years, which lies in 
boxes at Universiiy College. This has cut off most of the support whirii we had from 
museums, and but for the ^r.calous help of Sir Charles Marston our work could not have 
been carried out so successfully this season. It is hoped that, during the next few 
months, special donations will be sent in, so as to enable the researches of next season to 
be carried out on an adequate scale. 
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A PORTRAIT HEAD OF SENUSERT III, FROM KARNAK. 

Some unexpected results were recently seen on uking a new phocograph of the 
head of the red granite colossus of Senusert Ili» whldi now stands against a pilaster in a 
rather dark part of the entrance ball of the Cairo Museum. This head was originally 
published by Legrain in his de Roi^ et de PardculierSf NOf 41011; his photograph, 

shown In Fig. i ^ which apples to have been taken in full daylight with ordinary plates, 
shows n<^ trace of paint. The face^ in iact, is perhaps less full of life than those of the 
other portraits known of this king^ 



Tic. I. 


Having had occasion to obtain a small photograph of the head of this colossus, to 
compare it with a collection of the portrait-heads of the XUth dynasty in the Cairo 
Museum and elsewhere^ an exposure of a quarter of an hour had to be given* since the 
Cairo Museum was not then supplied with meins for efficiently lighting objects for 
photography^ The plates used were pandiromatlc^ 

The varied sources of rejected hght* in the second picture (Fig^ i)*have given effecc 
to the detail of the face, and render this a far more vital portrait. So mudi expression 
would not have been suspected on looking at the effect of the single top light in the first 
figure* Moreover the panchromatic plate has brought out the painting of the eyes, and 
this might be the portrait of a living man whidi one would rccogniae anywhere. 

A dose examination of the colossus clearly shows that the body, though of good 
work* is not comparable in tedmique with the head, and it seems likely that a special 
artist was employed to portray the royal features. It must be admitted that, in the 
present case, the artist was 2 master of his crafts 

R. Engelbach* 

IsMAJt Shehab* 

A. E iPXfn V 


( IS ) 


THE CERASTES IN ROYAL NAMES. 




It is customary- to trartsb.cc m names as die sufExed 
pronoun, whidi is undoubtedly correct wherever the 
corresponding feminine pronoun is used in the feminine 
form of the same name* as in Middle Kingdom names* 

'7®’ -^*^ 7 . 0 o ' P=*P^ 

the point to which 1 wish to draw attention is chat 
in early names may be a noiui, and is not necessarily the 
pronoun of the third person singular masculine. It would 
then be an ideogram or picture representing the creacuix 
whose name it bears. 

Whether that creature was the homed viper (/cerattei 
conjHlHj) or the slug, or some other animal not yet 
identified, 1 am not prepared to say. It is entirdy unlike 
cither the viper or the slug; but for convenience of trans¬ 
lation 1 use the word “ viper ’ for the where I con¬ 
sider it to be a noun. If the is neirber the viper nor 
the slug, the question arises as to what other animal it 
might be. The form of the * horns,” even in the earliest 
c.\ample, is unlike any living creature; for in nature 
horns, unless palmate, arc wide at the base and decrease 
gradually to the tip; whereas the horns of the — arc 
narrow at the base and widen to the tip. Palmate horns 
belong to animals of snowy regions and therefore need 
not be considered here. The earliest representation of the 

is on a carved ivory knife-handle of the prehistoric 
period. This shows an animal definitely repdJian, in all 
probability a snake. The parallel groups from Meso¬ 
potamia and India arc clearly of snakes {An(,Eg, 1917, jy). 
The only example of the crature in natural position is 
the painting at Drah Abu'l Neggch, where it is climbing 
a lotus stem and is certainly a slug. As the XVIIIth dynasty 
is too late 10 be of any value m determining the real 
meaning of any object represented, this can only be 
accepted as showing what the artists ofthe New Kingdom 
bdieved the creature to be. The is quite unlike the 
homed viper, whose horns are set immediately above 
the eyes, are almost as fine as antennae, and curve 
forwards. The ancient Egyptian knew the viper perfectly, 
for its charactcrisdc attitude in repose is reproduced in 
the hieroglyph whidi determinesany word for snake iPJt. 
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The sign shows the reptile lying on the ground, not coiled like so many snakes, 
but arranged in a zigzag. 'When roused It can straighten itself with lightning rapidity, 
lashing out in any direction to an incredible distance, and so reaching its un¬ 
suspecting prey. When about to bite, the viper opens its mouth so wide as to 
appear almost to split the head across; this is done to disengage the long sudclc- 
shaped poison-fangs, which lie folded hadt on cadi side of the mouth when not in 
use. The gaping mouth, the gigantic fangs, and the lashing movement combine to make 
a more terrifying effect than the cobra’s spread hood. Viper poison, though as deadly 
as that of the cobra, is longer in action; if immediate measures can be taken, death may 
be averted; on the other hand, if the poison is not counteracted or removed, the resultant 
conse(]uences arc agonising, in whidi respect the poison again differs from the cobra s. 
Such a creature would naturally impress the minds of a primitive people, like the 
Egyptians were when hieroglyphs were first introduced; yet the representation of the 
viper does not occur except as the above-mentioned detenninative, where its peculiar 
attitude is depicted. The gentle little ■s— would hardly express the feeling of the ancient 
Egyptians to so savage and dramatic a creature as the viper, especially when they were 
capable of drawing the other deadly snake, the cobra, in its charactenstic form; they 
even raised it to the rank of a deity, and used the sign as an emblem of divinity. Had this 
been a pictorial representation of the viper, the wide open mouth and the great poison- 
tangs would have struck the imagination of the artist rather than the inconspicuous horns. 

The horns of the > 4 *-, in early inscriptions, approximate so closdy in form to the 
ears of the Seth-anlmal that it seems possible that the two creatures may be in some way 
related. The sign *c-^, like the sign of Seth, Is either a highly conventionalised represen¬ 
tation of a real animal or. more probably, a more or less exact copy of an artificial object. 
The arrow in the hindquarters of the Seth-animal developed very soon Into a forked 
tail, which shows that though an object can be altered to a certain extent by ignorant 
artUis the shape remains recognisable. It is therefore not likely chat the fine pointed 
horns of cerastes cotnuita could have been so dianged, even in the prehistoric times, into 
the broad-lipped excrescences on the head of the , 1 do not attempt to identify the 
creature as yet, I only wish to point out that, as far as zoology takes us, there is no 
known creature which has the broad-tipped horns of the 

i now turn to the real subject of this paper. In treating of the royal names I take 
those of the early periods down to and including the Old Kingdom, using those of a later 
date for comparison only. In these I am concerned to show that the is a noun, not 
a pronoun. The form is always masculine, of shortened to’s--/. 

Early royal names fall into three categories: (i) A single noun, as Scorpion, Fish, 
Snake; (a) a participle, Qii Ma “He who fights," Zeser “He who is holy"; 
(3) a short sentence in the jdm-/ form, le. a verb and subject, as Kha-sekhemui 

“The two Powers appear." In no case is there a suffixed or even a dependent pronoun. 
The earliest name in whiidi occurs .b the last King of the Illrd dynasty, usually 

and appear 

6, 13, the name is given as 


known as Snefru. The n^e Ls spelt f \, 

to be contemporary [Noie: In Dahebour U, pp. 

here the *1^, as written, can only be the phonetic complement; but both 
inscriptions appear to be hasty hand-copies. On p. 14 the name is given as ^ J ^ 
without ]. The form ^ J is generally taken as a scribe’s error, but this can 
hardly be the case as J does not take the double phonetic complement at this period, 
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onV the 15 written^ If, hQwc^^cr, the is a noun ihc name, whether writren with 
or without it, would be in accordance with the ciutomary form$^ J,e. a participle alone, 
“ He who 1$ made happy," or a verb with a noun-subject^ "The viper (fw) inakes 

happy,’* The name is paraUeled in the VEQth dynasty, where a King is called P JLJ 
“ The Ka makes happy," the noun ka replacing 

It is suggestive that the name of the immediate successor of Snefru (Snefer-fu) is 
KhuTu- This i$ usually translated as though it read Khn-f jiy, “ He protects me,” 
irrespective of the fact that the pronoun-subject has no arLtecedeni, whidi is against the 
custom of all previous royal names. That the verb should be a participle used as 
adjectival predicate and the a dependent pronoun is ver>' problematical as a 

construction for a royal name, which at this early time is always extremely simple and 
straightforward. If is taken as a noun, the name then falls into the same category 

as Kha-Sekhemui, Lc. a verb and its noun-subject, and would read "The viper (fu^) 
protects. ” Parallel names are , where as the name belongs to a private person 

rhe x^ cannot be a pronoun referring to a god*s name implied; and Khu-Sebek, 

wjuch shows the same form with a god's name in place ofx-^ . The group of names 

also give good sense 

when the “w, is translated as a noun, “ The viper of Ra (Homs, Khnum, or Khonsu) 
protects.” It is noteworthy that in the Sinai inscriptions the form of the name is 

The position of the F in the name of Khafra is shown by the Greek transcription, 
Khephren; the usual translation of the name is * His appearance is Ra,” or “ His mani- 
Icsiaiion is that oi Ra." This is hardly admissible; first, because it means nothing; secondly, 
became the grammar is too forced for a name at this early period; such a sentence 
would require the addition of the of equivalence, or of 0 ^ (cp. I D^). 

But taking •Cfc as the noun, the sentence is translated “ The viper of Ra appears," or “ is 
manifest,* whidi is not only a simple grammatical constr uction but has a definite 

meaning. Parallel royal names ^e of Sen usert II “The form of Ra is 

manifest,* and of Senusert 111 ^ ^ ' 


^ of Ra arc manifei." 


“ The viper of Ra endures ” of the IVib dynasty is paralleled by | LjJ 

Fhc Ka of Ra endures* of a raihcr later period, the noun Ka taking the place of the 
earlier ^ a$ in the Snefer-fu and Snefer-ka nam^. 


Again^ both ^ "The Ka of the vi ^r is gloria s,* and ^ 1 

‘The Ka of the viper is ^ rong,* are paralleled by ^ 1 “ The Ka 


^ LJ 
_ 1=^ 

glorious “ and “ The iiuft of Ra is strong." In both names the form with Ra 

is later dian the torm with x—yet the noun Ra obviously replaces theIt seems 
hardly likely therefore that the fcan be a pronoun, whidi in these cases could only refer 
to the King; and even at his most arrogant, the Pharaoh never actually equated himself 
with the God, w’hose son he claimed to be. If the pronoun referred to the King, the 
diangc to Ra would be inexplicable, and would involve an entirely different religious 
outlook from what is known to have existed. 
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Private naiticj also give some interesting results. On the tomb stcl® from the 
Royal Tombs at Abydos* there are several names compounded with of whidi there 
are four practically the same, i suggest as a tentative rendering ihw the 

first two signs are the title, Ac last two the name " Gift of Ac viper * (cp. No. 3 
“ Gift of NriA ■). I suggest also, Aough wlA some dllfidence, that ^ y (Nos. ^3 
and 104) is Ac name of a woman, the ^ is not a pronoun referring to Ac bearer oi 
Ae name; but if it is read * The viper is satisfied,* the name falls into Ae same category 

as Ac oAcr God-hetep names. _ 

Among Ac cUy-scals, No. 7 gives “ The Homs, Ad /** as a name of King 

ZcL This can hardly mean “ His but *Ka of Ac viper* m^ht be^te appropriate 
for Ae SnAo-king. An ivory tablet of Ac reign of Qa, gives | “ The King’s 

aac-man," and as bis name * Beautiful is Ac viper." 

The private names of Ae Old Kingdom are perhaps more convincing. 

cannot mean “ He is Khafra," while Ae groups 








^ ^ ^ which have no corresponding feminine forms wiA feminine pronouns, 

can be paj^lkkd by forms m which a god's name takc$ the place of Aiiocher 

group IS compounded of a god^s or king’s name with whidi cannot read 


His son is NN ”; Gih.- 




yet these could quite well read “ Son of the viper of NN " and 
would then be parallel wiA oAer Son-names. The „ _ group is also a large one, for 

beidei the king (oQ^j there are Q ^~C ]| £_■ 

1 eLef.- el’ 

I suggest Aat these names show an early cult of a creature represented by Ae sign 
H n- It was not itself Avine, in the Old Kingdom at any rate, but was closely allied 
wiA Ae Phataoh and the dynastic gods. It probably belongs to Ae inAgenous stratum 
of the population, to whiA Ae god ScA also belonged. 


M. A. Murray. 
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Studies in Egyptian Chrontshgy, By T, Nicklin. Pin I. 74 pp., 152S 

(Toulmin, Bkckbum). 

This work, though very full of suggestion, is entirely licerajy, and suffers from not 
being in toudi with the contemporary monuments. The general principle here is to 
accept (with emendations) all the Mancthonbn dynastiest but to assume tliat there was 
great overlapping in the period between the Xllth and XVUIch dynasties. Now it is 
useless to enter on details, if the results of such a treatment prove to be impossible. 
Can we ever suppose that any Egyptian kept a lUt of Palestine princes through all the 
smashing wars of Thothmes HI and Secy 1 , 2nd then foisted this in ^ a whole dynasty 
before the XVHIth? The state of Palestine in those centuries makes this a hopel^ 
supposition. 

Another impossibility is supposing that the Egyptian history and Greek copies 
were kept in monumental script. They were on papyri^ and the numerals must have 
been in the regular hieratic forms and in the Greek alphabetic numez^s. All the 
emendations based on the cumbrous monumental script are beside the mark. A supposed 
proof is given where 3^ and 31 are confounded; but in cursive Greek the big loop in 
front of dlpha is mudi like theta^ and a slight wear at the top would cause them to be 
intcrdianged in reading. We must think in cursive script if emendations are tried. 
Further evidence bearing on the problem has come to light this year. A long series of 
Hyksos tombs arc found. of a debased and late style^ and the pottery and scarabs of this 
series are entirely different from the pottery and scarabs of the neighbouring tombs of 
the XVlIIth and XiXth dynasties. The Hyksos age cannot have been contemporary 
with those dynasties. 

After stating these facts, i: seems needless to see In detail how the results in this 
book were produced. But one matter is so generally important that it should be noticed. 
Overlapping of periods is assumed to have been adopted by Manetho, on the ground of 
similar examples in ocher countries. Yet the fact is that* where w^e can test his work^ 
we find him scrupulous to avoid overlapping. His Xth dynasty is carried to its close^ 
and only a quarter of the known history of the Xlch is allowed to follow it, as the 
r«t was overlapped. The reign of Taharqa is cut short, because the rise of the 
XXVlth dynasty overlapped the rot of it. Further* the totals of the books agree with 
the whole length of the dynasties while, owing to pretty corruption, these totals cannot 
have been remade later in all the three versions. 

Whatever the original facts may have been, the mode of dealing with the Turin 
Papyrus and Manetho is impossible. To take a paralld supposition. Can we imagine 
any one in our day agreeing that George I lived in the Roman period, and filling up the 
time between with lists of colonial and Indian governors? The family traditions and 
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documents would make such an imposture incredible. So could any Egyptian in the 
XVllIth dynasty tolerate the Xllth dynasty being put 1,700 years before him if it was 
only zoo years before? The interval must have been several centuries for the history to 
have been stretched out to 1,700 years without being detected. Some other solution 
must be found for the discrepancy between Manetho and the apparent results in other 
countries- The end is not yet- 

TIk SHnteridvs, By C Leonard Woohey, S*’, i?8pp., agpls. (Oxford). igaS- 6f. 

The change in our outlook in history since igoo has been as great as the change 
in science. As last century ended, it was a common remark that we had gone so far that 
only detaikwere left for us to elaborate. In science the whole structure of the atom, 
wireless, and the internal combustion engine, have changed our outlook as much as all 
the previous Inventions of man. In history we thought we had readied the beginnings, 
when suddenly all our foundations gave way; in prehistoric Europe we realised that all 
we knew were but the spillings of bigger Asiatic cultures, Egypt provided more 
civilisations before those we then knew, India produced a great pre-Aryan civilisation as 
old as that of any other land, and Iraq has furnished a glorious period of fuie work 
among the Sumerian people, and shown that they had anticipated the best that later ages 
could execute. 

In this volume thcfc js an outline of this c^ly sgCj tricing iisconditioiiSy iis history^ 
the social life, the public works, and an estimate of its effect on the history of the world. 
It would be out of place to attempt any criticism of so well-balanced a summary, and 
this will give the public the readable material to fit in to its general appreciation of the 
past- After being usually repelled hitherto by long arguments about the rendering of 
Sumerian names, it will be a relief to deal with the human facts without reference to the 
details of writing or reading. The most striking of the magniheent objects that 
Mr. Woolley has found are here well illustrated, beside some of the things already 
known. The production of such accounts as this, and those of Dr. Maclvcr, Is doing an 
essential service in public education. 

The last chapter loudiing on other countries may be open to remark. We are told of 
“ the history- and the art of a race which died out nearly four thousand years ago,* but 
certainly the activities of the race long continued. m the Vth century the Sumerian 

was the great international trader, as testify the portrait heads found in Memphis, more 
numerous there than those of any other people. The “ Babylonian merchant’ was not 
the Semite but the Sumerian, true to his business instincts which founded modem 
commerce. Another dictum may be reconsidered, for there is no proved syndironism 
between Egypt and Babylonia before i joo b.c We need much more direct information 
before we can safely handle the difficulties of the chronology. 

A Cettifoy of Exploration M Nittoveh, By R. Campbeu. Thompson and R. W . HUTauN- 
SON. 8”, 146 PPn 9 Pl 5 - 1929. 7$. 6d. 

This book gives a collective view of the excavations and natural interests at 
Nineveh, the most effective plea for further work there. The record of fragmentary 
attempts, miserably financed, should make this country ashamed. Even on a capital 
site such as this, there has never been any systematic clearance worthy of its Imponance. 
The public indifference to historical research has pervaded and spoilt all our opportunities. 
By this rime the glamour of Nineveh is like that of the kings of Rome;—a fascinatingly 


^4 


Reviews. 


distant view m our youth, which has sufferoi now t>y the grater interest of far more 
remote dmes* When we reach a farnLUarity with the early pre’-historic period, Romulus 
and Mencs seem loo well known to sdr our pulses. 

The account of the early explorations^ from Rich in 1S 20 onwardsi is a record of 
the public exploiting of enthusiastic workers, who were always short of means and often 
in political difficulty. As this has been the same case in Egypt, Palcstinic, and elsewhere, 
the record is typical of public indifference, as guaged by public support* Half of the 
book is occupied with the account of excavations, by Layard, Rassam, George Smith, 
King, and the authors; a quarter is given to the modern state of the land, and a quarter 
to an outline of the history of the capital. The natives seem to be lower than the 
Palestine Bedawy or the Egyptian, in working power; they begin an hour after sunrise 
and stop an hour and a half before sunset* while the western work goes from sunrise to 
sunset without any difficulty* The wages seem to be mudi the same in both regions* 
By 1303, modem methods hardly reached work in Babylonia, as we read of slabs cracked 
by fire having to be reburied as hopeless. Now-a-days we should paraffin them and 
bring them away in sound condicion. The interest of sculptures in the early days 
and, later, of tablets, has obscured the ardiaeology in all other directions* and great 
opportunities have been lost, as when Layard left behind ninety camel loads of sccel 
picks, CO be used up as metal by the Arabs, Boscawen said of excavators, they dig for 
tablets like poutoes*" Happily Dn Campbell Thompson has an ardiaeological con¬ 
science, and it is to be hoped that he will get support for further work on this great 
historical site whidi he has so attractively described in this exccUenc outline* 
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Annales du Serviff da Antlquites. Tome XXVIL 

GAUTHiERt H, —Tombe d'epaque Siute a Hfliopeth. Benath the vjl^e of MauncB 
three stone-built tombs were founds one Inscribed. This Is for Uahabia “ exalted," son 
of Homekht and Thes-bost-peru. The term exalted, ihest, is taken here as “ porter,’' yet 
passages are quoted where it is used for “ exalt," The title iheti sfiusem * 45 ^) dearly 
means a person exalted over the horses. Titles precede the personal name, so this term 
here is not a title. It seems to be a compound name, Exaldng-Uahabra. Beside marginal 
texts, there is a large list of 6 a offerings. The canopic jars have brief inscriptions 
(material not stated); the ushabtls are small with a short vertical name on the back. 
Many small amulets were found dctadicd, some of which are ^gured as foundation 
deposits, though there is no hint of having reached a foundation; probably they are all 
amulets, and models of fonerary vases in the style of the Vlth dynasty. 

Lefebvae, G, — Stile de I’dn V de Mineptah. This was found near Menuf (S.V. Delta) 
though wrongly published as of Athribb. For ten years it was neglected, then it was 
moved, and lost in a canal; now after thirty-five years it has been brought up to the 
Museum. It b of red granite, iii ft. high, and was j ft. wide, but nearly half the 
widili has been lost. The neglect it has suffered has defaced it sdll more, since Maspero 
took an impression in i S Sa, It Is inscribed on both sides ; on one a hymn of triumph, on 
the other a recital of the numbers of slain of different western tribes, and of spoil i^ken, 

Edgar, C. C. — Greek epitaph jrom Sat^qarah, Twelve lines * are padeed with vague 
epithets ** about Heras of Memphb, in guise of a conversation with the lion on the 
monument; the last four lines address the dead man, 

Gaillard, C , — Animmx comacrh d U divinite de i^andenne Lya^th. After 
describing the types, the Director of the Lyon Museum concludes that the animals 
preserved were a cross of the common dog and the small jadtal, He declares that there 
b not in Egypt any proper wolf, nor black jackal, nor red fox, 

Cj^paat, J. — Fouille dam la nleropok de Hhu. A decorated stone tomb of one 
Pa-tahuti had been broken up by the natives, and only fragments were recovcjrcd. 
A scarab of Amti-sat, who was itket of the prince, was found near a pit in which were 
some remains of funeral models. 

j£QUiER, G. _ foui/les ... de la necn^le Memphite. Thb work was around the 

Mastabat-d-Faraoun. Small tombs of the latter part of the Vlth dynasty were cleared; 
these show (as atDenderah) the disappearance of sculptured chambers, and, furthermore. 
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no trace of inscription outside. There are only blocks of briAwork, with one or two 
niches b the side, and a rough table of offerings at the niche. One good painted chamber 
is illustrated, that of Shay. The lower temple of Pepy 11 has been almost aniuhllated by 
the village near it; a few pieces of figures of foreigners, and a sphinx trampling on 
enemies, are all that remain. The avenue is almost all destroyed, some fragments of 
bearers of offerings from the nomes were found. The upper temple by the pyramid 
is fairly preserved; it is of the same type as those of the Vth dynasty. On one side is a 
small pyramid, without any shrine, and too small to receive anything but a coffin. 
As similar small pyramids occur near kings' pyramids, without any evidence of burial or 
funeral service, it is suggested that they served a special purpose in relation to the king. 
All along the avenue were found fragments of statues of buried enemies. In the ante¬ 
chamber was an infantile figure in alabaster, seated on the ground, wearing the uracus, 
like an alabaster head in University College, Stacuettes of officials belonging to the 
temple service, as Lee as the Xllth dynasty, were pbeed in the temple, whidi remained 
visible till the New' Kingdom. 

Saint-Paul Girard, 1 . — Fragment de litnrgie magiqne Ctyre. This is a curious 
mixture of Gnostic and Christian invocation. 

Lucas, A .—NetkLce of Queen Aaf}f>etep. This examination corrects the previous 
accounts about the materials. The red stone is carndian, as all agree. The blue inlay is 
mostly lazuli, but some pieces show a conchoidal fracture which suggests glass. The 
small centres of the rosettes are all turquoise, some blue, some green. In the long 
pendants the blue is anificjal with a vitreous glaze mudi decomposed. The circuLr 
pendants have a white centre, which are probably button [searis, cut away from the 
shell, but not true detached pearls. 

Emghlbach, R. — An ardntect's project from Thebes. This was a skctdi-plan of a 
chamber, iS X i ^ cubits, with four pillars; the pillars were to be i; X a cubits each, and 
there are tentative divisions of the spacing shown by the marks. 

Wainwright, G. a.— Ei-Hibeh and Eih Shurafa, The imporunee of these two 
frontier forts of ilie XXIst dynasty is described. It is supposed that the defence was 
needed against the west rather than the north ; but as the positions are neither of them 
opposite Herakleopolis, the proposal of that city being the centre of attack seems 
insufficient; the position of the boundary between Middle Egypt and the Thebaid at 
different periods is quoted, and the sign of Cusae—a man holding the necks of two 
animals—is taken as referring to the frontier controlling both north and south. This 
leads to the proposal that the two long-nctked leopards intertwined on a slate palette, 
record the union of both Egypes by Mena. Similar groups arc quoted from Babylonia. 

Firth, C. M.—Excavations at Saqqara. This article describes the chambers beneath 
the south waU of the tcmcnos around the Step Pyramid. The various chambers found 
are described, but without any plan. The row of three recesses with very low relief 
figures of Zescr arc astonishingly pcrfcRT. The order of the three figures is the same as 
those of Semerkhet in the Ist dynasty—the whitc-crowned, the red-crowned, and the 
white-crowned king in action. The work is very refined, yet vigorous in detail. The 
face of the king has mudi of the Sudany type of Sa-nckht, but the nose is less thick, an 
improvement due to two generations in Egypt. All the blue glazed tiles appear to have 
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been carefully removed from the limestone wai\, presumably when these chamber were 
abandoned for the royal burial, and the tiles used elsewhere- One doorway with zed 
signs over it confirms the origin of the form being a bundle of reeds; but Mr. Firth 
takes the four tops as being due to four steps in the bundling, in order to obtain a longer 
column, and not to a eombinadon of the four pillars which supported the heavens. 
Beside this there was a diamber with twenty great alabaster jars about 3 ft- hiEhj ^dso 
a magaaune with a gold-plated canopy like that of Hetep-heres; and there is stiU an 
unsearehed pit which led to a scpuldire, Why all this was abandoned is only conjectured; 
it may be that the soil around was unsuited for the mass of a pyramid, and hence the 
Step Pyramid was built farther north. 

We still await some detail of the set of diambers discovered by a passage on the 
east of the Step Pyramid, which have been briefly reported m public. These have 
similarly delicate low relief figures, whidi were later ruled up m squares for copying, 
and were, therefore, well known. 

LaU£R| J.-P- — AfoJtutiietits de /j HI* dj/Jidttie. This paper gives a careful 
reconstruction, by a competent ardiitect, of the chapels, walls, and colonnades around 
the Step Pyramid. The diapels had the old house-tomb form found in the 1 st dynasty 
{T4irkhdti I. xxviil), with rounded top, bounded by two rectangular blodf. ends; but the 
diapels retain the columns at the end, which recalls an open end like the festal tents ol 
the present day. The heights of the columns have b«n carefully worked out from the 
upward Contraction, and agree very nearly with the highest part of the existing building, 
about 28 ft. The drawings of restoration seem fully justified by the remains and by 
later models, without any fanciful .detail. 

CHEVftlliR, H , — TnrVditx de KittVitk, The gradual extraction of the fine 

work of the XVinth dynasty is continued, from the use of it as mere filling for the 
coarser building of the XlXth, The immense blocks of alabaster, one of U tons of 
Amenhetep II, the other of 46 tons of Tchutmes IV, were very difficult to move for 
fear of endangering the obelisks by pressure on the soil, and owing to the surroundmg 
monuments. The continued clearing out of the Illrd pylon bccom« more difficult; as 
the blocks are closer packed, the walls need staying when the filling is removed; the 
blocks of Hatshepsut are also beneath the walls, and the cent^ stairway hinders the 
clearance. The west wall is almost entirely based on blodss of Hatshepsut. In short, 
two Kariiahs are in view; that of the XDCth dynasty, which needs to be t^n down and 
rebuilt, in order to extract the Kamak of the better and earlier date, which will need to 
be built up again on different ground. 

The Akhenaten building has been developed with at least eighteen Osiride pillars 
on one side of the court—double the number known in any ocher temple. However 
mudi the work caricatures the king, it attracts spoilers, for one afternoon a colossal head 
was carried off during the siesta, but was afterwards recovered by the police. 

The temple of Khensu has been searched, and is full of re-used blocks of Haish^sut 
and others, in the foundations. The walls are also of re-worked bl^, so that “ one 
may demand If Ramescs IH made use of a single block really new." The dcsiruciton 
wrought by the XiXth dynasty is coming home upon them, and most of their works 

will be taken to pieces to recover the fine things they used up. 

In the Hypostylc Hall the foundations prove to be very irregularly designed. In 
the course of clearing under three columns for new foundations there were obtained a 
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Side of Sebekhetep IV, a great quantity of camelian beads (most of which were stolen by 
the workmen owing to not giving bakhshish), three large blodts of Senusert I of fine 
work and condition, many blocks of Akhenaten, and a head of a btc statue. The column 
of Taharqa had been taken down, and rebuilt on solid fmmdation. 

Spiegelberc, W.— Ahagyptisdpe gefaltete (ptissiene) Letmeandsiojfe, A garment 
found ai Mdr, of the Xlth dynasty, is in the Cairo Museum. It is of ribbed weaving, 
like some pieces of the Vlth dynasty {DahAsheh, p, 3a). See also p. 241. 

Dakessv, G.—7>dfe d’une voiile de U lit dynastu. The curve for a rounded top 
of a wall is drawn on a limestone Hake, with the length of hvc offsets stated. 

DAiiessv, G.— Ottraca de Bihan tl Molonk, These illustrate the affairs of the 
tomb sculptors in theXIXth dynast)’, but do not add any fresh fact in the royal history. 

CerN’I, J.— Oitraea hih’oiiqMef inediis de Thebes. The first is a day-book of the 
attendance of workmen, of whom fourteen are named for the right side, and twenty- 
one for the left side of the tomb. The work was for some king of the XEXth dynasty 
after Sety 11 , probably Siptah. The second osirakon describes a trial for slander against 
the king, entirely settled by the corporation of tomb-workers. Lastly there is part of 
a Ust of rations for the tomb-cutters. 

Gltnn, B.“ 5 re/d of Aprtes at Mitrahina. This was rescued and set up by Major 
fiagnold, and published more than once. It is here translated and analysed line by line. 
It recites the decree of the dedication of all adjacent land to Piah, It is composed with 
careful, but not faultless, archaism, by a Chatterton of chat age. 

Lake, K.— The Serabh Inscriptions. A brief statement about the removal of the 
foreign inscriptions. 

Syria. IX, 1, 3. 

Du Mesnil DU Buisson.— L*ancitrtne Qdfnd. This article continues the account of 
vrork in 1927. The tell proves to be a rocky mass, scarped as a glacis of defence, varying 
as 63** or 50** according to photographs. This has been l«er faced by a brick wall, 
much as the Hyksos fortress of Yehudlych had a stone wall in front of the stucco glacis. 
It seems that the later Hyksos became converted to wall defence here, in place of a glads. 
There are very few objects recorded or figured; two scarabs are of Syrian work in¬ 
fluenced by Egypt. 

ViROLLEAUD, C.—Lff t^iettes citneiformes de Mishrifi-Katna. These tablets refer to 
the property in the temple of Nin-cgal. The most striking object was a great bull’s head 
of silver weighing 90 minas, probably akin to the bull’s head from Crete and that 
figured in the tomb of Senmut. The cfojects of marhashe arc translated “ marcassitc 
this raises the question of the origin of the Latin name marcassitc. At first sight, this 
name for the pale (rhombic) pyrites, in contrast to the deeper coloured mundic (cubic) 
pyrites, might well come from martesco to languish, or be ^blc: but now It seems that 
It has an oriental origin, like gypsum and many other mineral names. 

Parrot, A.— Foitilles de Baaibek. Fragments of a great column and sculpture in 
a position marked on Wood's plan. 


JoHrntils^ ^9 

CuMONTf F. — -L'ilutfi palniyjfftKa dn Musts du Caphoie, A discussion ot the 
meaning of the sculptures of solar nature. 

PoiDEBAHO, A . —MHlutre pnyvtnant dt Atnouda, Ot Caracalla. 

PoiBEBARD, A .—JUconnalssunce asritnne au Ledja et au Sdfa. This air survey was 
over the region south-east of Damascus. The four air plans show the RomM roads and 
andent sites excellently. A great volcano is in this region, and much of it b covered 
with flows oi basalt, whidi greatly obstructed road-makingi 

Mallon, a .—Utit nOHtxlle stilt egyptitrtne de Bthatt. This is the stele ot Mekal. 
already reported in this Jotirnal, P* ^ 3 - 

DuSSAUD, R , — Observations sur la ceramique du tt‘ miileisatre. This is an important 
paper as dealing with the decorated pottery of Hyksos and Philistine ages. First is 
discussed the tomb I of Kacna. concluding that it was before the destruction of the city 
by the Hittites in J575. Next is a summary of Macalister’s classification w Gezer, which 
is here accepted. Lastly the incised or prick-pottery of Ychudiyeh is considered. All the 
sites of this ware are quoted, and M. Dussaud concludes that this pottcrj is Canaamte, 
without deciding in favour of Syria or Cyprus as the pbcc of manuflicture. 

Dunano, M ,—La sixiime campagne desfouilks de ByHos^ In the sanctuary a stone 
basui was found sunk in the pavement, j ft. across. It is considered to be the ** sea " tor 
he water used In sacrifices. In the foundations of a waU, a relief was found with a fipre 
of a prince of Byblos adoring Ra; the name was eftaced, but M. Montet attributes it to 
the XIVth dynasty. In deep excavation a mass of Egyptian offerings was found, dating 
as ftr bade as Khosekhemui of the Ilnd dynasty; a vase of that king has Ipg been m the 
Beyrut museum unrecognised. A large cylinder of lazuli is not described correctly; 
it bears a seated deity with a worshipper before and behind, bowing, and also the 
mummified hawk of Sokar on a stand, with long drapery. The legs and daws of the 
bird clearly show the nature of the mass. Some bases of columns, found almost on the 
native rodk, seem to belong to the most primitive sanctuary. A further deep dearance 
has been made through }? ft. of ruins; about 7 ft. Is occupied with pottery of the 
Old Kingdom, of very varied forms and colours; there is also a great variety of pottery 
of the Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom is marked by a third kind of pottery. 
No figures are given of any of these. 

Abel, M. et Bakkois, h.^Fvuiltes ... i Neirab. This work near Aleppo, on a large 
cemetery, has produced pottery and amulets ot about 1200 to 600 B.C., but nothing that 
seems of importance. 

Piquet-PhujORCE et Mouteriw., K,—Magdraiandtit. Describes a site of rock tombs 
of the Greek and Roman periods in North Syria. 

PoiDEBARD, A.— afdftologiqste en Haute-Drezifeh. This oipcdition traced 
Roman roads and some fine camps between Grccsivun and Nisibis, of which good air 

photographs arc given. . j j - 

Other papers are on Shiite shrines and on Armenian dragon designs. 
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Revue de anekmc. IT, i—i- 

Cmassinat, E ,—Le fuot icien, « rm Rcgardmg the forni recently 
portant instance is quoted of a sarcophagus (Cairo 2S121) whidi reads 
Tlie usual bati title with the bee never has w with it, and so the n cannot be an adjunct 
to the $Mt. [This apparently implies that it is part of the radical.] The late sign of the 
baboon seated holding the uzat eye is debated, but without any result on the form of 
the wotd seten. The at^plc5 of the ^ and 7~1 ^ quoted to show that they 
appear equivalent. Sudi seem the essential conclusions of nineteen pages full ofexampIcSH. 

DAJtESSYi G.—Alcnelah. In this paperj M. Darcssy continues his studies of the 
Delta geography. The Canopic region Is one of the least known* owing to the sub¬ 
mersion of the low coast and its maccessibiJit>^ The mairi authority discussed is the 
statement of Herodotos that the way in tlie inundation was across the plain from 
Canopus to Naukratls, passing ArtJi-andro-polis. This name is well represented by 
the name sma-sM the elder or chief man^ which was the name of the high priest of the 
\Tlth nomcj in which a town was the Ha-ima-su. In chc trilingual list Menelaitou = 
Thbashor^ whidi means the female jackal, in Greek Lukaina, and thb name is preserved 
in Tell Luqin. The position just south of Schedbj now Kariun, agrees well with the 
requirements. Various less decisive sources on the geography all agree with this position* 
suiii as Peutlnger*5 map and the crusading itineraries. 

Damanhur as a name had disappeared, but was revived to unify a group of five 
villages, by the Coptic clerks in the time of Bonaparte. Other sites in Egypt of that 
name are noted. 

The valuable maps here give the contours of the sea bed about the Canopic 
mouih. The dianges of level were probably at the rimes of great carthquakeSi and so 
stated in 95ip while in 1033 and tioz other severe shodts occurred. 

CAVAiONACt £. — La Jaic tin toniheau de Phmins. In the time of Petosiris the 
harvest was in the season of and as the harvest about the region of Hermopolis is 
in April (rather than Mardi), this gives a seasonal date. [The end of fells on April 1 
In 430 B.C.] Hence, It is argued, the tomb cannot be as late as 300 B.C.* and the period 
of destruction under evil ffe/wr/w, and repair under hequ^ should be assigned 10 the time 
of Ehrius II down to 405 and native rulers after that; or else to the time of Cambyscs 
down to sit and the enlightened Darius I after that. Montet would prefer 460 B.c. for 
the tomb, but Cavaignac takes 40^-397. [AH this Is on the assumption that the sculptor 
was strictly following the actual season j but he may have been copying some previous 
design of a century earlier. If $o» the nemtia would be the destructive Persians after the 
XXXth dynasty (342^332 B.c.), and the hfq$i would be the Macedonian governors. 
It is also possible that the harvest referred to was of barley, w^hid^ is earlier than that 
of wheat.] 

Munich, H. and Pillet .^—Edijices thitiem dc Kaniak. This docribes the planting 
of three churches amid ihe temples, dedicated to Apa Stqshanos, St. Sergios^ and 
Papnouiios, in the VlTkh century, which were abandoned in the Xlllth, They were in 
the temple of Khonsu, that of Amenhetep II, and the festal hall of Tchutmes 111. There 
were also convents against the great west pyloiij the Hatshepsut pylon and theHcremheb 
pylon* Many gralliti are also noted. 



Joufnah. 3 * 

Mallon, K^NottveiU sme d’oitr^a dTMOyxOil, These arc considered to be 
the earliest Coptic ostraka, of about Soo a.Dl The word occurs after receipts for goods, 
rendered as "complete," or ‘exactly." May this have been put on at the end to prevent 
the addition of any further item ? 

Weiu, R.—le Toi Ntt$fkhet-ZescT et l^cj^der Imhetep. This paper sets out all the 
variants of tides of the king, and then discusses the Inscription on the base of his statue 
from Saqqarah. This base has; m large signs in the middle, batisentti fadngHdr Nefer-iAet, 
and on one side of this the titles of the vezicr Imhotep in much smaller signs. The sernti 
has been taken as a name of Zeser, but M. Weill proposes that it is a title of Imhotep- 
[The equality of the size with that of the king's name, and the central position Ijcforc 
the statue, seems to preclude such a supposition.] 


We must welcome the first number of the Journal of the Caethoslovak Oricn^ 
Institute, Prague, edited by Professor Hrozny {agent, Geuthner, Paris), to be issued thnee 
yearly for lar. Or yj/r. The articles are in English, Frendi, and German. The Oriental 
Institute has been founded by the endowment from the President of the Caethoslovak 
Republic, Professor Masaryk, on his seventieth birthday. 


Areijiv Onentalai 1 , t. 

Musa, A.—Personal qualities according to the RieaU Bedouins, The poetry of this 
tribe has been collected and is here translated, showing In its expressions the ideals of 
the people, full of the spirit of the desert. 

Lexa, T\—L‘analyse littiraiTe dc I’enseigncntcnt d'Amentmopet. This is a complete 
translation, followed by analysis of the structure in detail. The author refers to ^e 
translation of Prof. Lange, but does not seem to know that of Prof Griffith 
(J.EA. i3i^, 131), as some readings, which have by now been cleared up, sue still mis¬ 
understood in this version. In a few cases, there is a turn which seems happier thw the 
Oxford version; in I, 17 “ who inscribed islands and new lands ’ becomes ‘ disposing of 
the islands recently emerged,” i.e. allotting fresh shoals in the Nile. In 17, 

speaking of a capacity measure “do not the injustice of(?) Wbn nakhi (?)* becomes 
“ do not do injustice in over-filling it.” In XVII, 13, 4-7* “ Do not receive harvest 
due from a farmer, and then (?) tie up(?) a document against him, that he may be injured; 
conspire not with the corn-measurer, nor pby the game of‘Arranging the Interior.’” 
M. Lexa renders this " Do not receive the crop from a peasant {corruptly), and do not 
write him a jxcdpi when he has committed a fraud. Do not associate with the measurer, 
nor violate the orders of the royal palace,” These renderings seem to seize an apposite 
sense, and it will be well to take count of M. Lexa’s work. 

Pertold, 0,^Forcign Demons. This is a study of Sinhalese demon-worship, which 
overlays the popular rchgion of Ceylon, like the folk-beliefs in Europe. The demon¬ 
masks used in mystery-plays are well known, but the origins are difficult to trace. 
The demons are mostly said to be of foreign source, and these are divided here into 
those from foreign myffiology and others from various cultural influences. 
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Hrozny, ^.—Naram-sin et sei cnncmh J’aprii un tfxtt hilUle, This list of seventeen 
kings who were leagued against Naram^sin, appears to be an early and hiiorical record 
which underlies a more literary and legendary form known in Neo-Assyrian. In it 
appears Pamba the earliest Hittite king known, the king of Amurrt, and places to the 

cast and ROrch of Babylonia, 

Wesseiski, a.— fwwfige Briitien zufistien Orient und Okzidenu This deals with 
folktales of the middle ages traced through Sicily. India, China, and elsewhere. 

Notes: HdOZNy, B.— £ih ifal^Ionisdj-hethiiistJxs Omen. WiNTERNtTZ. M.—Ein neties 
Bnddhiimus-lnslitMt. 

Reviews, on Indogermanic nature of Etruscan, and on an early Sinhalese work. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The spUdid tombs which Mr. Woolley has been finding at Ur, be now describes as 
having been etir,rely cut into a far older rubbish heap of the town. Working down in 
this wher deposit, he ha found inscribed tablets of very primitive diameter, and 
beneath all was clean solid day, apparently the basal level. For 8 ft. thickness this 
continued, bare of all human remains; but below it appeared another dvih'sation, using 
flint work, poitcry, some of it painted and, at the bottom of all, burnt brides of a type 
M y« unknown. At last the real undisturbed ground was readied a few feet above sea 
Wl In three different places this samcthidt bed of day was found, so there must have 

occupation of the plain, during which it was under water, 
flooded by the muddy streams. This is like the silt deposit at Gcrar, whidi had buried 
Roman pottery at vano^ levels jo ft. apart, and yet all deposited within a few centuries. 

Sudi a submersion of the country in Iraq gives an historical basis for the Babylonian 
record of a general flood. 

BntUh Sd^I of Egyptian ArSaeohgy. The annual exhibition, with the scambs of 
the Shi^hcrd Kings and painted Philistine pottery, will be held at University College 

AU to the ayth of July. No postal notices wifl be sent out this year! 

arid Jc pubhe ts asked to remember that the exhibition is always held in July, and to 
tell ail incnds who may bt intcresccti+ 

Erratum in last number of this Journal, p. 126. Mr. Dows Dunham the Am erican 
excas ator 1$ Assistant Curator m the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass. 

In thn previon. ,,.s, p. „ i, „„ „ I; 4, nnd pp. 77. 78 ,7».«■ on sole. 
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THE AGE OF EGYPT. 


The question of the age of Egyptian eiviHsation has a decisive voice in settling 
the whole scale of western history. It is therefore one of the subjects which 
most urgently need adjustment. Unfortunately the usual course is to defer to 
some opinion without trying to understand the matter, and very few students 
have even a haxy idea of the elements of the subject, or know what monuments 
define it. It has even become a mark of orthodoxy to ignore inconveuietit facts, 
which must not be allowed to trouble polite studies. Lately some fresh in¬ 
formation has come to light, so it will be well to give a short outline of the 
materials for study, and of the various proposals vrhich have been made for 
co-ordination. 

The reckoning of time was as diverse among the Egyptians as among our¬ 
selves. We have three modes of reckoning, and sometimes a fourth. There is 
the day defined by a single rotation of the earth, or the sidereal day used by 
astronomers, of 366*356 in the year. As one rotation is neutralized by the 
revolution round the sun, there are 365*25® solar days in the year, the count 
of “ Old Style,” called by astronomers the Julian day and Julian year. But as 
the earth's jxile wobbles round in the sky once in twenty-five thousand years, 
—the so-called processional motion—ihe year of the seasons, or Gregorian, or 
legal year of “ New Style,” contains 365 342 solar days. Beside these years 
the lunar year, which was prohabiy the first reckoning of man, is of 3 54' 36 7 days 
in twelve moons, but is now unnoticed owing to electric light generally super¬ 
seding moonlight. It remains in use in Islam, and entails the great fast of 
R-amadan shifting through all the seasons. 

The Egyptian had four several years with separate festivals, as named on 
the tomb of Khnumhetep (Beni Hasan 1 , pis. xxiv, xxv). These were the 
“ head of the year," " the opening of the year ” otherwise “ the coming forth 
of Sothis,” “the great year,” and “ the little year.” The allotment of these 
names is not absolutely certain, but we can see that there must have been 
(i) the normal year of 12 months of 3 o days and s additional, counting probably 
from mid-winter: (a) the Sirius or Sothis year, from near mid-summer: ( 3 ) the 
long year or seasonal year of 365'2S days: and (4) the short lunar year of 
354-367 days. The year of 365 days, by the lack of leap year, was carried 
back through the months in 1460 years; the seasonal year avoided this by 
adding the quarter of a day, and the seasons were named from natural conditions, 
Dec. to April, “ growth months,” April to August ■* house months,” and August 
to December “ inundation months." The months of the lunar year must have 
moved round the seasons in Sa years like the Arab months. It is obvious that 
dates will be very different according to the various calendars, and it Is essential 
to discriminate which calendar will agree with the actual record of facts. 

A. 1^ 3 
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The principal materials that define the chronolo^ are (A) astronomical, 
such as the chang^es due to the omitted leap year, or to the seasonal change 
of Sirius, Of to lunar reckoning: (B) Monuments stating lengths of reigns or 
other intervals: (C) Seasonal dates of events recorded in terms of a changing 
year: (D) Material evidence of objects: (E) History transmitted by authors and 
copyists. 

At first Egyptologists, from Champollion onward, based their history upon 
the transmission by copyists of the historj'^ of Manetho; that writer had great 
opportunities of collecting material, and was of good education and repute. 
The vague whole-length statements of Herodotos showed that Manetho's 
general scale vvas accepted in the vth century ac., and the fragments of the 
chronological papyrus of Turin down to the xivth dynasty showed that such 
was also the history of that age in 1500 a.c. Thus about 5600 b^c^ was accepted 
for the beginning of the isi dynasty. 

Some eighty years ago, in the fervour of critical discoveries^ an idea arose 
of disbelieving every statement of which no evidence had yet been found. 
Homer and the kings of Rome fared badly and. for Egypt, Bunsen cut down 
the I St dynasty to J600 Lepslus and Lieblein to Igoo. An essential change 
in the position came in 1S99 when a dating of the rise of Sirius on the 
17th of Phamenoth (the 197th day of the year, or 217th if starting from Mesore) 
vras found recorded in the 7 th year of Sen user t 111 of the xiith dynasty. 
This was assumed to be on the basis of a year of 565 days, and therefore 
would show the xiith dynasty to have been from 3459 to 32461 or else from 
1999 to i756a,c*j thus leaving only two centuries for the xliith to xviith dynasties. 
The earlier dating is too distant to agree with remains in other lands, the later 
dating is quite incompatible with Egyptian records. The latter, however, has 
been accepted by the Berlin school, and it is curious how the monuments 
between the xiith and xviiith dynasties are ignored in order to favour this 
view; it is even thought by some to be improper to refer to them. The only 
way to avoid the length of the history as stated by Manethot and summed up 
at the end of the three sections of his work^ is to suppose that some of his 
dynasties were really overlappings and thus double-reckoned^ Various schemes 
of such shortening have been proposed. 

The historic material which has to be considered is as follows:— 


Maneitoi hy Aff^caon^ Tuiiti pApyraB 
Dyn. kings years av. kings av. 

xiii 60 453 53 S'2 

xiv 76 1S4 2^4 87 

XV 6 284 47"3 

xvi 52 518 i6'a 

xvii 43 151 3'5 



6 260 43*5 


Now' we must turn to see how various writers have treated the situation, 
Aa these records do not agree with the conclusions of Berlin, Meyer states 
In 1904 that these numbers are historicaJly absolutely worthless.” Further in 
1909 he quotes the Egyptian statements, but concludes **That is to us an 
absurd exaggeration, because as a matter of fact we know from the Sothis 
datum that the interval does not amount to more than about 210 years." 




XIII 

60kii4£S 






HAPLiETTt 

(75i’^ 

453y 

XIV 

'76 k 

>400 

I 84 y 

XV 

6 K 

ZAOO 

(47 

i84. 

z.» XVI 

3Z n 

l«Oft (l f> 

5I9y 

ibw 















para 

r A 

HAt-L 

nvrr Mui 
HAU64CH 

£VAM> 





r nv 

xm XV 

260 

LA!srtti:i.T4 _AP£PA 





KHYlVN 

ASHE5H 

XVI 

455y 

MEYER 

WEILL 

WEICALL 

XH>^— 

N ICKLTN 

Xtll 

:Xll 

XW 

Xlll 

XIII 

179 

XVJ 

XIXXXXVI 

104 j 

—xvH^_ 

I B4t 

' 

XVII 
43 k 

1400 1 ^ 1 Y 

xiv 

XVII , S'!S'! 

I5Iy 

CX1KEI.LIE 

XV 

XVI 

m XV 
XIV XVi 

XVI 

.1^' 

-1^-- 

XVII 

14 It 

i400 

Z59y 



i - 


XVIU 





EIS 

(L5y^ 


XIX 


XIX 

























































36 


Ihe Age of EgjyL 


Accordingly he proceeds by entirely ignoring the Egyptian stateinents in 
his conclusions^ and not making any proposal to ht the monumental facts into 
his assumed framework of no years; he only states that the Hyksos were in 
the Nile valley for a century from i6So to 1580E.C.1 places king Ay at 1710, 
and so brings in the Hyksos at the middle of the xiiilh dynasty- This treatment 
would ignore the close link: of style between the xiith dynasty and the Hyksos, 
as well as all the historical statements which are left to us by the Egyptians, 

Raymond Weill in La Jin dn Moj^en Empire Egjyihn (igiS) has described 
many monuments of the period, in a work of gjt pp. He declares the accounts 
of the Hyksos to be literary exercises on the " theme of disorder*” By throwing 
over the dynastic list of Manetho, the general statements of the total history, 
the list of Hyksos kings in Josephus and the recorded reigns in the Turin papyrus, 
he breaks up the recorded names of kings into many small groups which he 
rearranges on the following scheme (p. S 

II kings 
xiiith dynasty 
xiiith and xivth dynasties 
xviitb dynasty 

Two of his guiding theories arc (A) that kings having the same type of 
name formed compact groups, and (B) that a type of scarab which he reads 
* 4 nra is a definite group. Regarding (A) it is enough to see that the 
xviiith dynasty has many types of kings^ names recurring in it without any 
order, as Ra-neb-, Ra-oa-, Ra-zeser-, Ra-raen-, Ra’^kheper-; if these were re¬ 
arranged according to the groups of name-type, history \vould be destroyed k 
R egarding [B), the reading of the epithet should be = HeliodoroSp 

and as Weill states that it is found from the xilitli to the xviilth dynasties, it 
cannot be of any precise value- 

A more rational view- was taken by Arthur Wcigall in A history 0/ ihe 
Pharaohs II (1927). He begins by claiming that during the interval there was 
a change by New Year beginning on 1 Mesore instead of i Thoth, thus 
gaining tao years for the duration of the xiiith-xviilh dynasties^ which he 
places at 1898 to 1576 a.c., a length of S22 years* The omission of the five 
epagomenal days^ in a note on a papyrus of the time of Khyan, is supposed 
to mark his having reformed the calendar. He cuts dow^n the 260 years of the 
Hyksos great kings to 179 years, freely overlaps the xiiilh, xivth, and 
xvth dynasties, and takes the corrupt reading of years for the xiiith, 
which disagrees wdth the average of recorded reigns. His scheme therefore 
runs as follow's:— 

xllith dynasty 
1898 B.C. 

i7J^ 


XIV 

XV 

XVl 

xvii 





1746 

1678 

1^78 

1727 



1576 

1576 


19): 


zo years 

90 

^5 


I 


XV 

xvi 
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On this scheme the Hyhsos invasion by Salatis came in the reig'n of 
Ncferhetepi but no eifective hold on all Eg'ypt took place till after the gtcat 
Sebekhetep family, and after king Ay. This is the heat settlement that has 
yet been put together for the short scale of chronology, but it involves a triple 
overlapping, including cognate dynasties, and a repudiation of recorded reigns. 
Another proposal is brought forward by Mr. Nicklin (igaS), He is Ukewiae 
held up by the Berlin limit for the xiith dyuasty, and from a mass of detailed 
criticism, which is highly debatable, the final result is that he places 


xiii 

xii no. I—ai 
1807 no, 23 

1560 


xiv 

1623 


XV svi 


I5a3 

1289 


But the Egyptian conquests of Palestine, in Zahi (Phoenicia) by 1582, and 
at Naharaina. near Aleppo, about 1530, make it impossible to suppose that 
a line of Syrian princes was recorded down to laSg in the series of Egyptian 
kings. The great mass of textual emendations on the basis of monumental 
numbers is entirely beside the mark, as on papyri both Egyptians and Greeks 
used cursive numbers which cannot be thus amended. 

Kow this past winter we are in possession for the first time of a long 
series of scarate belonging to a large part—perhaps nearly the whole—of the 
Hyksos period, found in the cemetery at Beth-pelet. From these it is possible 
to deal with this age on a monumental basis. There is a wide difference in 
the quality of work shown in different to mb-groups. Provisionally the groups 
can be placed in a sequence of styles, and lettered from A to W. In two groups 
(A, B), the resemblance to good Egyptian work is very dose, Soon there 
follow (in C, D), rougher figures, decomposed signs, and the late Hyksos type 
of a name between vertical lines. Then comes (F, G), the rda-n-ra type, 
senseless signs, Ra holding urad, and Hathor, Clumsy lion figures follow (J,K, L), 
and rough mechanical designs (N). The gazelle, and rows of ring and spot 
pattern (Q. R), are succeeded by the last stage, of twists, and side lines derived 
from decomposed neter signs (S to W). 

Amid these changes there are, down to the middle of the series, various types 
much resembiing Egyptian examples which are dated to known kings (p. 38 ). 
So close is the comparison that it is very hard to suppose that these types, 
decaying and disappearing in the xiiith dynast}', were revived at a later time. 
The fine continuous border of circular spirals belongs to the xith dynasty and 
disappears after Senusert I, never appearing on Hykaos scarabs. The border 
of ovate links begins under Senusert 1 , and continued till two examples In the 
xiUth dynasty (Figs. i,g), and is never dated later; but it was used by Apepal(2), 
Khyan, and once by the verier Ha-al ( 3 ). A variant has the links separate at 
the top, apparently ending in serpents’ heads; such belongs to the close of the 
xiith dynasty (+, 5), and was used by king Sekti (6). The plain separation at 
the top Is rare in the xiiith dynasty, but was used in very rough work, down 
to the close of that age, by Nehesi (7), and is parallel with much better work 
of Khyan (8). Tire links arranged in a square occur under Sebekhetep IV (g) 
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and at Beth-pelet in g^roup I- (lo), halfway through the scries. The S-Iinks 
appear late in the xiith dynasty (ii), and in group 1' at lieth-pelet (la). 

The twisted cord comes early in the xiith dynasty (iJ)! also used by 
Apepa (14) and at M in the Beth-pelet series (iS)- The placing of scattered 
pairs of signs around a name is seen in the middle of the xiith dynasty (td), 
and at the end (17); it was a favourite style in the Hyksos age(iS). A square 
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frame enct<>sidg the name appears late in the xiith dynasty^ (19), and in group D 
at Beth-pelet (so)* The u*e of a row of ctrcle$j with central dots, made by 
rotating a centre-bit, began in the xiiith dynasty (ai)* and at Beth-pelet in 
group K (aa), and continued very usual until the middle of the xviiith dynasty. 
Lastlyj the arrangement of a name with other signs, in the middle of the sciith 
dynasty (^ 3 ), is very closely parallel to a scarab from group F at Beth-pelet (^4% 
In these examples of ten differetit types, the fashions of the xiith and 
xiiith dynasties have been so obviously copied that it seems impossible to 
regard the Hyksos forms as belonging to a much later series, for these types 
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had vaniahed by the xtvih dynasty. This constitutes a strong c^e for the 
Hyksos age having been contemporary with the close of the x«t an a 

of the xiiith dytiasty. . 

Having gathered this contemporary evidence, we may turn to see how i 

may consort with the literary record. If we use the record of Manetho it 
must be by placing the xvth and xvith dynasties side by side with the xmth, 
xivth, and liviith. The first question is the starting pointy how^arly can we 
place the entry of Salatis, the first of the six great kings? '^e Delta was 
occupied by Senusert III, whose statues were at Nebesheh, and buildings at 
Khataaneh. Moqdatn. and Bubastis. But of Amenemhat III there is only the 
base of a figure at Yehudiyeht of Amenemhat IV there is nothing, and of 
Sebeknefru perhaps a small sphinx at Khataaneh, From the monument of 
Tanis no conclusion can be drawn regarding the Delta, as it has been shown 
by M, Daressy that Rameses II had decorated that site by pillaging o 
temples. It appears that the Delta may have been weakly held at the end of 
the long reign of Amenemhat III. and the feeble reigns of his children allowed 
the invasion from Palestine to gain a full hold. It would thus be possible 
that the reign of Salatis might have begun in the Delta at about the close of 
the reign of Amenemhat IV. There arc, however, some monuments of the 
xiiith dynasty in the Delta; in the and reign at Benha, in the 4th at Sebennytos, 
the 15th and aoth at Bubastis, and in the 17th statues probably from Memphis. 
Thus the lower Delta may have been gradually occupied during the 
part of the xiiith-xvth dynasties, and the whole of it up to Memphis by the 
time of the aist king. For the first 100 years the Hyksos were comparatively 
weak under Salatis. Beon, and Apakhnas; but during the reign of Apepal they 
conquered the whole country. Turning to the xiiith dynasty, the last king planted 
in the Delta was the loth and that, on the average length of the reigns, may have 
been 150 years after the heginning. So there would be time for Apepa to have 
occupied all the Della and claimed rule over all Egypt. Counting back from 
the end of the xviith dynasty, the recorded periods adjust themselves thus:— 


end of xiith dynasty 


la^t Delta statue 
Apepa at Gebeleyn 
Ra-kho-nefer 
Khyan at Gebeleyn 


2 X 75 E.C. 

xiiith dynasty 453 years 
2i3o? 

2200? 


2375 B.c. 

XVth dynasty 260 years 
2275 


Apepa 
2214 
Khyan | 

2164 ' 

Assis 

2115 

xvith dynasty 51& years 


end of xiiith dynasty 
end of xivtb dynasty 

death of Seqenen-ra 1 
accession of Kames J 
end of xviith dynasty 


1922 

xivth dynasty 1S4 years 
17^ 

xviith dynasty 151 years 

t 597 

15S7 


1397 
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This ad)ust(Qi?ni involves the conquest of the south late in the reig'n of 
Apepa; Ra kho-tiefer Sebekhetep IV recovering power down to Memphis at 
Apepa's death; then Kbyan later Tepelling him, so that no native kings after¬ 
wards appear on buildings north of Abydos. So far there is no impossibility 
in the adjustment, and the close of the xvl th dynasty exactly falls on the date 
already assigned to the final battle in which Seqenen-ra lost his life when 
conquering the Hyksos. 

The above arrangetnent does not at all imply that there were not at various 
times collateral lines of other provincial rulers; one such line ruling at Edfu 
appears to have been parallel with the xiiith dynasty of Abydos and Thebes, 
as pointed out in my History (19a a), p. aas- 

Turning now to the external difficulties of the case. First of all there is 
the rising of Sirius in the reign of Senusert III, as already specified. In place 
of the date 17S6 or 1S9S b.c. for the end of the dynasty (according to which 
month began the year), the date we have reached by the lengths of dynasties 
is *375 B.c. At the latter dale, if the r97th day of the year agreed to the rising 
of Sirius, the new year day from which it was counted was on December ii. 
This is as close to the seasonal new year, Dec. aa, as our own new year Jan, i. 
Our shift is due to small causes of mis-reckoning (said to have been for agreeing 
with a new moon), and equally therefore the Egyptian December 11 would be 
recognisable as the seasonal new year. All the difficulties which have tormented 
chronology for thirty years past have been due to the assumption that the 
365-day year was followed in noting the observation of Sirius, but as there is 
nothing in the statement In a current diary to prove which reckoning was 
there followed, it is rational to accept the seasonal year which accords with 
the history otherwise. 

Next there is the question of how- the Egyptian came to record the series 
of dynasties as ho did. The Turin papyrus does not extend beyond the xiiith 
and xivth dynasties, as the number of names in that period agrees with the 
total recorded by Manctho, The position of the Hyksos was not therefore 
defined till some time near the Greek age. By that period the Hyksos list 
of the Delta seems to have been appended to the Turin list of Upper Egypt, 
and then the whole was accepted as continuous. 

Some seasonal dates must be considered. The quarrying season marked 
on stones at Meydum would, on the seasonal year of 363 J days, be from June 
to November; this agrees with the spare time when there is no agriculture. 
The seasons of quarrying in Sinai would aometimes be in the heat on cither 
reckoning, and the beat known one of Hor-ur-ra, describing the heat, is dated 
in the 7th to the gth month, or July and AugUvSt of the seasonal year. The 
other inscription of the xiith dynasty is in the third month or Febmary-March, 
The Ham am at quarry inscriptions fall in the middle of February, and early 
in March, April, and end of Aprih The Herkhuf letter of return from Nubia 
was written at the beginning of March. The quarry inscription of Una records 
his building a boat in October or November and then finding the w'ater in¬ 
sufficient, as it 'Would be if he desired to bring stone down on the fiood. One 
inscription falls In the heat, late in August, but that was not of quarrying but 
of the return from Punt, vrhen even Egypt was preferable, The inscription of 
Tahuti-nckht about the flax harvest would place it in the second week of April; 
the Coptic calendar places this tiarvest at March 19, about three weeks earlier. 
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This seems to be the worst discrepancy, which may be due to rather different 
date of sowing. In other cases also, the natural seasonal calendar accords with 
all of these seasonal records. The season of the storm tiaraed on the mathe¬ 
matical papyrus at the beginning of the year would be in December, on the 
seasonal year. The Egyptians now habitually use the lunar year, shifting round 
the seasons, for religious or official purposes, and the seasonal year when 
talking of agriculture. So there is no difficulty in accepting that they used 
two different reckonings anciently to say nothing of four different new years. 

There remains now to be considered the relation of these dates in Egypt 
to history elsewhere. In Babylonia there is no safe synchronism as early as 
the xiith dynasty, but in Crete there are connections as far back as the 
i5t dynasty. Taking the more definite relations, we have synchronisms as follow. 
The page references are to Evans, Eal&ce of Mnos, 


B.C. 

dyfi. 





2G0O 

5 tt 

M. M. 1 

(p, 201) 



2450 

’‘If. 1 

M.M.II 

(270) 



2350 

31111 J 




2150 

XV 

M.M.III 

(420) 


natural 

1350? 


L. M, la 

(II 362) 

8 armed octopus, 

1500? 


L.M .11 

S armed ^ 

artificial 




4 armed ^ 

degraded 





2 armed „ 

crude 

1400 

xviii 

L.M.lll 


a armed „ 

very degraded. 


During L. M.II there was time for the degradation of the octopus figure 
from eight to four arms, and then to two conventional spiral arms; this implies 
a considerable interval, suggesting an earlier date for L. M. la than the above. 
The beginning of L.M, III cannot be put later than 1400, as it includes the 
Aegean pottery at A mama, which was imi>oried, broken, and thrown away 
by 1370 B.C, Considering the long period of Early Minoan, there does not seem 
to be any improbability in Middle Minoan and Late Minoan together occupying 
some twelve centuries. 

The general opinion held to be in accord with the monuments, apart from 
the Sothls-year theory, is shown by the following dates which have been 
assigned to the end of the xiith dynasty. 


Lieblein in 

1873 

H.c. 

Evans 

190s? 

2200 

Brugsch 

1S77 

2233 

British Mus. 

1909 

2150 

Hall 

rgox 

23 oo 

present result 

1919 

2373 

Petrie 

J902 

2565 

Brugsch 

*859 

2599 

Mariette 

1876 

2640 

Maspero 

1915 

2840 

Mariette 

i8fio 

2851 
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Future discoveries will doubtless give further precision. Yet it may be 
convenient to review the present position of the dynasties, according to the 
Egyptian reckoning, in the light of the present resettlement. 


Dynasty i begins 4553 b.c. 


ii 

4300 

ill 

3998 

iv 

3784 

V 

350Q 

vi 

3383 

vii 

8084 

viii 

3014 

is 

aSH 


Dynasty x begins aSi+ b,c, 
xi 3629 

xil 2586 

xiii 237 s 

xlv 1932 

{xv 2375 

xvs 2115) 

xvii *738 

xviii 1587 
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This complicated sign reads ^Jq and means •* an offering ” (Fig. i). 
Erman, misled by the ||. places it under the heading of plants, with which it 
has no connection. The meaning of the word, for which it is sometimes the 
determinative and sometimes the word-sign, gives the clue. It is in reality 
a number of offerings placed together, and when split into its component parts 
these offerings are clearly visible. The first part of the sign is £. The table 
of offerings, at which the deceased is represented sitting, is in the Old Kingdom 
covered with (| (Fig. a), in the vth and vith dynasties these arc coloured green 
and are evidently thought by the artist to be leaves. But Griffith (Hieroglyphs, 
p. 34) points out that originally these were not leaves but slices of bread, the 
shape and the colour being identical with the loaves of that period (Figs. 5 and 4 >. 
The second part of the sign is usually supposed to be the sign which reads 
and is generally translated “Majesty.” This is a mistake. On reference 
to the piles of offerings in the wall-sculptures in the tomb of Oscr-neter 
(Saqqara Mastabas I. pis. xxi-sxiii) a number of vases will be found, sealed 
with large clay caps and standing in circular pottery stands; the vase has 
a wide mouth and a pointed or rounded base (Fig. 5). When drawn in outline 
without detail (Fig, 6) the object approximates as closely to the sign J as the 
slice of bread does to [|. The third part of the sign is formed by aigzag lines 
between the two uprights. In the tomb of User-neter there are a certain 
number of tall pyramidal objects represented; being too tall for their width 
they are sometimes leaning against heaps of other offerings, and are sometimes 
laid on the ground in piles one above the other, the wide end of one against 
the narrow end of the one below. In the tomb of Tt (Steindorff, pi. 47) a man 
carries a little pile of these objects in his hand. In the tomb of Rekhmara 
(Newberry, pi, xiii) there b a kitchen scene in which the cooks are making 
what appear to he cakes, which arc shaped like the objects tn the tomb of 
UscT*neter c-md are stacked in exactly the same way, though in greater numbers; 
the effect given is that of the zigzag lines in the sign (Fig. 7), The inscription 
by the side of one of the cooks gives the words “ Making sekhenu for offerings " 
with used as the word-sign for offering. 

The whole sign then Is a picture of the food and drink offerings, the 
bread and beer of the funerary prayers. 


Fig. 8 occurs as the name of one of the landed possessions of Ti, following 
the names of two other possessions, which read respectively [1 ^ and 

The relative po&ition of the three stigg-ost^ that these were the earn-land!^ 
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^ouped together. There are tw^o varieties of sesket-cQjnt green and white. 
Unfortunately there is no means of identifying the species, as the objwts 
carried in the baskets of the women from the seshet fields contain when visible 




SreiNlDORFF, 
G & 0 E S Tl 





PU CXIV. VDVN. 




PAPOfANi 
Pt.ir.f.9 
YT 4 . 


SETY I 
X (X DYM 


NEWBERRY. REKHMARA .PLXIIl. 


STEINDORFF.GRABIIESTI. PLJ24. 


reTRiF. ftOtAL'nJMaS.Kft.V. 
1 HVM. 

8“13 wheat 


5 TEfWD 0 RFF 
CRAB fiESTi 
PL. X!-VM,YDYN. 


nothing different from the contents of the baskets of other corn-fields. The 
woman of Ti's seshet field carries a box on her head, presumably full of grain 
though nothing con be seen. In the absence of any definite information it may 
be allowable to make a suggestion founded on the two colours of the grain, 
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which points to the use of the corn both ripe and unripe. The only coni 
which is commonly used in both stages is mai^sCj which was well known in 
ancient Egypt* The has been called apricots” by M, Maspero, but the 

determinative is certainly- that of com and not of fruit, and the position of 
Ti's jrshed farm as the leader of the cornelands bears out this supposition. 
The third of Ti^s corn-fields is written with the sign given in Fig* At first 
sight it appears like a flower* but on closer examination it proves to he a bunch 
of ears of corUp reading bd^L Ftg. 9 shows a similar bunch carried in the handp 
and in Fig. 10 a reaper is holding another bunch preparatory to cutting it. 
The grain (Fig. ii) can be absolutely identified from a fine piece of ist dynasty 
carving from the royal tombs at Abydos. The arrangement of the spikelets 
proves it to be wheat; it is not speltp for in spelt the stalk is vbible between 
the spikelets^ it is either tritkam salmtm dicoccum or triiicmn satipum durum. 
i[>rcocctiin grows along the North of Africa, while durtim is confined to Europe j 
but the divergence of the awns tn the specimen more nearly approaches the 
dunun type. The late form of the sign is shown in Fig. iJ from the Sarcophagus 
of Sety Ip and Fig* 12 from the Papyrus of Ani. 
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A REPAIRED STEELYARD. 

This steelyard was bought at Miniehp where it may well hai^e been found. 
It is the property of Mr. Donaldson of the Egyptian State Railways, who has 
permitted me to publish it. It is made of bronzCt and is in fair condition. 
The type is known in Coptic use, as published in and Measures^ 

pis. xvip xviL By the three hooks for suspension. A, B, and C* different edges 
were brought upwards for observing the place of the counterpoise. This is 
of a spherical fomip but it has been badly crushed out of shape. It is formed 
of a copper shell, containing reddish earth or rust with metallic fragments 
embedded in it. 

The arm has been broken in two placeSp and mended with a dark^ lead- 
likOp solder. The repair on the left has been very badly done, w'ith the result 

that it has made the arm nearly a quarter 
of an inch longer than it should be. The 
scales are cut on three edges of the armp 
which is of diamond section. Scale A is 
divided into halves and twelfths; scale B 
into halves; scale C has equal divisions 
throughoutp Fig. i show's the three scales, 
side by sidCp the error due to the length 
of the arm having been eliminated. 

'The meat to be weighed was held 
by two lat^e hooks, otio of which re¬ 
mains, attached by chains to the slider 
or saddle, at the rig^ht hand. On Lifting' 
any one of the suapensors at A, B, or C, 
the saddle swivelled round in the grooves 
at D, and so it was always at a constant 
position on the length of the beam. 

By the principle that “ the distance from suspensor to saddle reads the 
same on its own scale, whichever side is measured " (ir. and p. 3o). we 
can identify each scale, which is copied below, with the hook which was used 
for suspension. Thus the distance from A to D reads as 2-85 units on the 
scale A; B to D reads as 3 'o on the scale B: C to D reads as -z'j on the scale C. 
As the makers of steelyards never knew this principle, but divided them by 
trial and error, the small differences in results easily occurred. 

Not having the weight of the beam, nor the centre of gravity, known, we 
cannot calculate the unit; but the divbion in twelve strongly shows that this 
wa.s for the Roman libra and uncia, like the majority of Coptic steelyards. 
The scale A would read from 4 unciae to 6 librae, B from 5 to 15 librae. 
C from 16 to 38 librae. The counterpoise would have weighed a libra 
or about 4 British ounces. The remains of little boles at each end of the beam 
arc probably for attaching small amounts to adjust the correctness of reading 
from time to time. 
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“FALCON-FACE*” 


Is the Papyrus Lansing^ XI (Edition Erman-Lange) =; Papyrus Anaatasi IV, g. 
the following plants are named among others: 
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Of these four plant-names we know as yet only two. viz,: ^ ^ ^ 

Beans, and ^ in = Which kind of hean is to be 

understood by (Jljo is shown by the following consideraiLon: that the 

kind known today by the name of Jul J^i (IVna faba L.) appears already in 
the New Kingdom under the same name, 4 ^^^* 

<|>€xl (B), On the other hand the Oriental bean par excellence is 

Hgna sinensis Endl. (Arab.: labia Consequently Ij “i a tvord 

used from the Middle Kingdom onwards, should be a name for the /H^ia-bean. 
Kepiesentations in fayence of the /uWa-bean have been preserved from the 
Middle Kingdom; these 1 expect to publish shortly. 

The meaning appears as ^ 

—is not yet known (cp. L. Keimer, Dte GartenpJIanzen tm alien 
Agyptcjt, vol ^”[1924], pp. 42. 14S-149). It probably refers to a leguminous 
plant like and 

It is however quite certain that some kind of legume Is to he understood 
by hrtv bik ^ “ falcon-face,” for there is one Egyptian bean 

which, when mature, appears like a falcon’s face or a falcon's head: Cicer 
arientinum L. (Arab,: Aomntoj It is only necessary to compare the hammos- 

hean figured below with a falcon’s head or with the falcon-head of a statue of 
Horus to realise how striking is the resemblance to the head of a bird of prey. 
(See end block, //ominoj-beans of natural size; and a Aommnr-bean enlarged 
four times.) It would indeed be difficult to find a name, which would characterise 
better the appearance of the Aemmoj-bean than “ falcon-face.” Moreover 
Immanuel Low, in Die Flora tier JuJen. vol. II (1924), p. 427 and 438 , has 
shown that analogous designations for the Aomwioj-bean are known in other 
languages. 
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" Falcon-Face. 


Therefore at least four natnes of Egyptian beans are known from ancient times: 

a) irw' fyk ,;^l| Tills word, which is 

known to me only in the above-mentioned text, 
does not occur in the Ennan-Grapow ITorteriifcA, 
either under ht or under b. 

and var.: = Copt.: Aptl) 

Arab.; tubia 

Botanical name: 

ITcfn /aba L. 

Arab.: fat Jji 

— » *».ix "***^0 , ... I Botanical name: 

c^.=>|EU^5i. Ill =‘"'i''='^ :”Copt.: AftljlH 

(S.E,F)p Apt^AM (S) = Hebn: mni? = Arab,: | Arab.: *ads 


bl iwH t 

and oyp<D (S). 


Botanical name! 
Cicer arientinum L. 
Arab^: bommos 


I Botanical name: 

( j ' J Vigna sinensis Ecidl. 


c) p»>r, JJI- 

<j>6xi (B) = Hebr.: = Arab.: J^, 


Jx 
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recent analyses. 


As Increased aclivity in analysing ancient metal objects, and publication of the 
results, shows a welcome spread of scientific archaeology. The British Association 
Committee under Mr. Garfitt’s management has collected much in search of 
the mixture of nickel or other elements that are unusual with copper. Out of 
68 specimens from Mohenjo-Daro only 9 were bronies; 8 contained over I per tent 
of nickel, one a nickel bronio with 9 per cent; lead was never in alloy. From 
queen Sbubad’s tomb a good bronie was found, of 8 per cent tin. Central Asian 
specimens from Makran were mostly high tin bronzes, even up to 3 z percent. 
From earlier results, nickel appears as s or 3 per cent at Ur and Kish. Tin is 
usual in Mesopotamian alloy, even up to 14 per cent. The search for sources 
of metal has not yielded much, except at a point outside of the strait of 
Bab-el-Mandcb, where the proportion of nickel to copper was i to 8. 

The early Chinese bronzes have been lately analyzed in Japan, and the 
results published by Mr. Umehara. Of 14 bronze vessels mostly about the 
Han period Cb.c. son to A-O, 200) the tin is usually 10 to 15 per centi the earnest 
(b.c. 250) has only 2 p. e. tin, with 4ip, e. lead, but lead is usually about half 
as much as tin. Iron, nickel, zinc, and arsenic, are only slight impurities. 
Antimony is usually slight, but in the latest specimen (a-U. 265 to 589) it is 9 p. c. 
Mirrors differ from the vessels, in having more tin, usually 25 to 3o p. c., in 
one of the finest 49 p. c. The other ingredients are much as above, except in 
one instance of rS 3 p. e. of nickel. ^'46 p. c. of antimony, and a '63 of arsenic. 

Lead has been examined for silver content by Dr. Newton Friend (Institute 
of Metals, paper 495). Ordinary commercial lead now, desilverized, contains in 
10,000 parts, -2 silver. Sumerian of 3 o(io B.c,. i -3 silver. Egyptian of 1400 B.c,. 
a-8 silver. Assyrian of 600 B.C., 11 silver. Spartan, 600 b.c., 5-6 silver. British, 
200 B.C., *7 silver. Cyrene, log a.d., 1*4 silver. Italy, 100 A.n-, i‘o silver. Roman, 
Bath, 100 A.D.. '3 to 'S silver. Roman, Cacrleon, 200? A.t>,. '2 silver. Roman, 
Uriconium, 200? a.p., -5 silver. Roman pigs of lead '3 to S silver, but one from 
Somerset 2*5 silver. Mediaeval lead ‘3 to -g silver. As some of the Roman 
pigs have tx argex, it seems that they were desilverized, as also the mediaeval 
specimens. It paid in modem times to re-smelt all the scoriae at the Mendlp 
mines, to recover the silver lost there by Roman working. 


Flikoers Petrie. 
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REVIEWS. 


Ihamatiscbe Texte itt aitagjytischen .^fj'nterk'nspiei^n. Vol. 11. Dvr dritHt,itisvhe 
RamvsseumpapjTtts, By KuRTSETHit. Pb.ai, pp.Vlll + i8i (Leipzigf, Hinrielis), 1911S. 

An adequate review of this volume of the most ancient of all mystery- 
plays would require a small book; here it is only possible to indicate a few, 
very few. of the most important points. That the translation and commentary 
are by Professor Kurt Sothe is a guarantee that the work is both brilliant and 
scholarly. The content of the volume is extraordinarily interesting. There is 
a fascination in mystery-plays of any period, for they show the popular con¬ 
ception of a religion directed and controlled by the priesthood. In this example 
the conservatism of ancient Egypt appears to have preserved certain beliefs 
and customs long after they had passed their prime. The date of the actual 
play can be determined as being of the Middle Kingdom, partly by the name 
of the King, partly by the other papyri with which it was found; but there is 
no doubt that the drama had its source in a much higher antiquity, perhaps 
even as early as the Proto-dynastic period. The action of the play represents 
the ceremonies connected with the burial of a King and the installation of his 
successor (in this case. Senusert 1). The ceremony of the coronation began by 
the presentation to the new Pharaoh of tbe two feathers, two sceptres, a gold 
ring, and finally an offering of food from “ the two Provinces,” The feathers 
and sceptres were the Erst to be presented, and this ceremony took place on 
the ” Great Sand this, as Prof. Sethe points out, must be some place definitely 
connected with the coronation for it can be paralleled by tbe “High Sand ” 
at Heliopolis mentioned in the account of his coronation by Piankhy. The double 
feathers are often connected with the god of generation, Min; and In this text 
the two sceptres are clearly identified with the generative power of Seth, which 
Honi-s, i.e. the new King, incorporates into himself. The ring is also connected, 
though obscurely, with Seth; while the rt'da-offering is gpven from 
Provinces, presumably the whole of Egypt. Thus the Pharaoh was invested 
with the power of fertility over Upper Egypt, which as Horus he had already 
possessed over Lower Egypt After the presentation of these symbols the 
personal decoration of the King was performed by means of green and black 
eye-paint, while resin and incense were offered (burned) before him. Then came 
the great ceremony of the actual crowning by the Guardian of the Feathers 
followed by the coronation banquet The play ends with the funerary ceremonies 
for the dead King as performed by his successor. Throughout, the method of 
presenting the scenes is partly by words spoken by various gods, and partly 
by stage directions; the papyrus is therefore a stage-manager's manual with 
captions.” Ihesc captions might have been spoken by actors dressed as the 
gods, or might have been read out by some official; the scenes being certainly 
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acted m dumb show, Thi.s Is the fullest dramatic piece which remains to us 
from Eg^yptt but from it a number of others in a less perfect state can be 
recocfniscd, e.g. the Shabaka‘Inscription in the Ilritiah ^tuseum> There Is one 
small point which is very mteresting: the god Tehuti is continually mentioned 
by the epithet n, “ Bread." This at once explains the meaning of the personal 
names of the ^rec Seqenen-Ra Kings of the xviith dynasty, all of which 
begin with the words Ta^aa " TehutI is great." The only criticism which can 
be made on this very remarkable book, remarkable even among the m.any 
works of Prof. Sethe, is the question as to the latitude which can be allowed 
in EUlitg up lacunae. A few of Prof. Sethe’s suggestions in this direction are 
more than a little daring, though his profound knowledge of the language and 
his wide experience often give a brilliant result. Mcrxay. 

Pats and Pans. By H. S. Harrison. le****. SS pp. ^Howe), 1928. 2s. 6 d. 

This handbook gives a general outline of the materials and methods involved 
in making pottery. A little more archaeology would have been useful; for 
instance, the use of pots on dusty ground in a dry climate led to having ring- 
stands and therefore round bases to the pots, as flat bases would soon be dirty 
on a damp pot. Another type of round base is when the centre of gravity is 
below the centre of the curve, as in big water jars; then the curved base 
allows of easy tilting by rolling over. There is no imperfection in a round 
base as compared with a flat base; each is right iu its place. The prehistonc 
Egyptian pottery gives exceUent examples of the survival of its original forms; 
the Amratiau in drawn copies of basket patterns, the Gerrean in direct models 
of stone vases. It may be noted, when naming “ Samian" ware, tliat the 
figures were sometimes pressed in a mould and then stuck on to the wheel- 
turned bowl. The Greek red figure vases kept their colour owing to the red 
clay holding a red earth not a haematite oxide; hence it was not blackened in 
the reducing fire needful for the black ground. The black can be oxidised red 
and reduced black any number of times, and often a leak in the furnace let air 
in and produced red patches on the black ground. A last chapter about 
“ diffusion ” has the curious assumption that this is a new idea. But everyone 
has assumed the diffusion of inventions in all ages, along with the fact of 
frequent re-invention under the spur of necessity. There is no novelty, except 
in the denial of re-inventions. Our own Patent Office can tell the talc of in¬ 
cessant re-invention of the same idea from time to time. 

Sfiiect spscitn^ns the Afckacoto^cal Collection I^'olo. By Prof, K. HAMAtiA, 
S''®, XV pp. English, 29 pp. Japanese, lao pis. (Department of Literature, Imperial 
University, Kyoto), 1928. 

These illustrations of the collection, largely due to Professor Hamada’s 
enterprise, show how the new studies are growing in Japan. Of the plates in 
collotype, is are of Japan, 52 of China, and 29 from other countries, These 
form an outline of the archaeology of Japan and China; it is curious to see 
Chinese writing incised on clay tablets, though later than Babylonian work, 
and open-work bronze buckles which are contemporary with the similar bronze 
of northern Europe in late Roman times. Archaeology is an old science in 
China and finds a grateful soil for its modern growth. Every good wish for it! 
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JOURNALS. 


Zcitsckri/i fur dgjytische Sprache, Vol. LXIL Part i, 19^6, 

SethEp K.—//orH5- imd d^r nb-tj^-Name des Konigs Cheops* Ifi this article 
Scthe reverses the cx^nrlusions he arrived at in Zcitschri/i XXX^ p* 5® ff. regarding 
the readings of the Horus and Nebti names of Khufu. The word written with 
the sign is now to be read mdd not mdr^ even in the 0,K., the 

which frequently accompanies the sign in the Nebti name being a preposition. 
In several kings" names of the 0 ,K.p particularly in Dynasty IVp the Horus 
and Nebti names begin with the same word, hut are not identical, e.g. Khafra^ 
whose Horus name was bis Nebti name Ik- "s names are thus 

another instance of this custom, the preposition expressing a relationship to 
the goddesses! Horus who is m 4 d^ mdd to the two goddesses," 

Set™, X .—Die mit den Bezetchnnngen der Schijferperdte ^ tind | gebildeten 
Namcn der Metitnhotp-K 6 nige. The signs in question are generally read alike in 
the Ra names of two kings called Mentuhotep of Dynasty XL Though it is 
not impossible for two kings of the same dynasty to have the same Ra uamej 
it is extremely improbable that they would spell it differently. The signs 
evidently relate to the two objects held by the king in the ceremony of running 
with the hap sign and steering oar. The inscription to this scene reads 
bringing the hap, thus naming one object only, and thus perhaps 
giving rise to confusion when the hap sign became obsolete. [For a different 
explanation of the hap see A.E* 1925^ 3 , p. 68.J It is impossible that these 
implements should have had the same name originally. The word for steering 
oar was probably AriF. It follows that the Ra names of the two Mentuhoteps 
were different, the elder's reading " Lord of the hap b Ra,*^ the younger-3 being 
” I^rd of the steering oar is Ra." The presence of these implements in these 
royal names shows that they must have appertained to the captain, otherwise 
they could not have been attributes of Ra in distinction to the crew, 

Sethe, K .—Netidgjytisches m-dr fiir m-dj* A/if Sdtrdgen zur Erkldrung des 
Amcnetnope-Buches. Spiegelberg showed in Zeifsehri/t LX that the preposition 

m-Jj" b written m-dr in some N.E. and demotic texts, looking 

like the X.E. temporal conjunction m-dr “as," “when,” found in Coptic as 
RTepCY-Ca>TM “ when he heard." Sethe shows that this substitution is due 
to similarity in sound, for whilst Coptic nTCpcy-ClDTR corresponds to late 
demotic n-d-t Ir-f idm, iu r being derived from the auxiliary verb ir, the temporal 


Jourttith, 
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particle, deriving from N. E. instances 

a parallel substitution of for = 'ti the case of the imperative negative 

^^A__ii(|(j ^ immediately before a noun or subjunctive, and adds six 

examples from the /ax/riicffOM tif Amenemope to the two detected therein by Lange. 


SmiE, K . — Die angebtiche Bezeichnung des Vakals S im Dernolischert. Many 
words in demotic end with two small strokes before the determinative; these 
strokes are usually rendered by short e. Sethe suggests abandoning entirely 
this misleading transcription, or at least substituting for it >i*, tiiif, &c,, 
according to the various derivations. He likewise proposes the substitution 
of I with a diacritic sign (/’) for final f (deriving from which is at present 
usually given as if it were a vowel sound. 


Eqbeix, B.—/>itf ^gypthchen Krankhettsttamen. This is a further section of 
an article which appeared in Z^iischrift LIX. The following identifications are 
now proposed: — 


9' 


= Epilepsy, The remedies for this illness make this 
identification practically certain^ as similar remedies were prescribed for epilepsy 
by the Greeks. The Egyptian remedies Include goat's blood and the faeces of 
a donkey (the latter presumably to exorcise an evil spirit). Celsus asserts that 
some sufferers were cured by drinking the warm blood of a gladiator, so that 
the Egyptian remedy was less barbarous. This belief persisted until quite recent 
times as a superstition, as epileptics would frequent executions in order to 
receive human blood. 


10* = Haem^ituna. This equation seems very plausiblep as this 

j H f"' 

complaint is endemic In Egypt. It is caused by a parasite worm whose eggs 
have been found in mummies. It is possible that the ancient Egyptians knew 
the parasite, in spite of its small size and inaccessibiUt3% as a passage in the 
Ebers Papyrus (19, ii—iS) emphasizes the connection between hrt worms and 

II. = (Bullae). 

t2. ^ = b&t^r-el-temcr. The name suggests a complaint which is 

endemic in various parts of the East, and is called Bauiott d'OHerti^ Oriental Sore, &c. 
In Egypt it is called Date Sore, because it breaks out regularly 

in the date season* The probability is that the ancient Egyptian name and the 
Arabic term denote one and the same illness. In which case the Arabs must 
have taken over the name from the Egyptians. 


Dawsos% WAiinES R .—Three Anatomical Terms, 

1. mnd t, “ cheeks**^ In his preUminary account of the Edwin 

Smith Papyrus, Professor Breasted expressed the opinion that mnd^t is probably 
a maxillary hone. But the Egyptians had no separate terminology for bones, 
so that the word must denote the region in which the bone is situated, 
i.e* checks. 
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2 ^ “ g-alUbladder.” This word has hitherto generally 

been tranahited ** brain." It is found in the Usi of parts of the body in Pap. 
Berlin 3 oz 7 p VersOp 5, 3 , between ** lungs** and ^^spleen," indicating art abdominal 
viscus- This interpretation was confirmed by a passage in the Vizier Inscription, 
bitter as jrddJ^ 

3, ^ kns^ “ pubesp hypogastric region*^ This reading is based on 

materiar^ich has been published since Loret*s work on Pap. Ebers, when he 
proposed the fneaning “ perineum ^ instead of the former " basrventre.” 


SfitoELtBERc* W.—f>tfr kdlige Widderkop/ des Amon. In an unpublished papyrus 
of the xxth dynasty at Turin occurs the personal name ^ 

p}-^r-n-mn~fihiit\ "the head of Amon is strong." Names of this form 
are theophorous: in this case the divine constituent, the head of Amon ^ 
denotes the homed rani's head, which so often appears as a symbol of Amon 
in the N-K. and later. 


SnEOELDSftc^ W .—Die Fiilkenbezeichnufig des Versiorberten in det SpStz^ii. The 
words pi ^bm in front of a name in the Hellenistic period are explained as 
“ he who has become a falcon-'” This prefix is found in many Greek names 
as JTayo^, Other terms current in the Late Period for the deceased are 
^ the drowned/ pJ fyrj- ** the lord/ pi rmt^I ^ the great man/ and pi ntr “ the god,*" 
all to be taken as designations of Osirlsj with whom the deceased was identified. 
The writer would also interpret the prefixes jro^o/t “ the falcon ** and froxQOv^ 
^ the frog/ when applied to the dead, as personifications of the god of the 
dead, from which idea the general term deceased ** was evolved, as in the 
case of “ the Osiris." The article concludes with an account of a sandstone 
stele {No. az^dS) recently acquired by the Berlin Musenro. 


Spieoelberg, W.—f>^r Goit Nephotes {Nfr-hip) und der des Nils, 

A god named Nephotes occurs in the Silstlc inscription (Prelsigke* Sajnmefbuchi 
Xo* 23 ). Spiegelberg suggests that this passage indicates Nile festivals at Silsllis, 
at which the prie.st of the sacred bark bore the title “ sLeersman ** 
the god worshipped being the Nile, who in the Late Period bore the epithet 
Nfr~htp = and was represented as a crocodile. In this vray v£g!m& 

tvould acquire the meaning of crocodile. Spiegelberg shows that the Erst three 
Letters of the word = crocodile VI [tgas], p. 197, No. 405) 

represent bl = soul. 

SriEOEiaERGp W *—Der Schldngengott Pe-Neb~ifnch, The name 
belonging to the lord of life/ w^as a common one in the Late Period. 

The nature of the god referred to in this theophorous name i$ revealed 
by a painted coffin of a mummified snake (Berlin Museump No. 7232)1 with 
a representation of a man offering to a uraeus snake (^}, and a demotic 
inscription in which the viper is invoked as Pl-nb-^nL 

ScHAVER, IL—Das Schiangensdrgehen derSierlmer dgj^ptischen Sammiung. 

This article is a description of the snake^s coffin mentioned in the preceding 
article by Spiegelberg. The coffin was found or bought in Thebes by Minutolh 
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It ts now considered to be pre-PtoIemaic, probably of the Persian period. 
On the back of the coffin is painted a man with arms extended and forearms 
and hands raised, as in tbe attitude of rejoicing^ Spieg^elberg considers this 

to he an attitude of prayer, though little is known about Egyptian cult movements 
and positions, and though this particular attitude has not hitherto been found 
at so early a date. 

Spiecei-berg. \V,—Die Konjvitkiion t"" 

ji'r'jfn. da. fveil." Further instances arc given of the use of this conjunction 
meaning “ at the time when, when, since, beeause." 

SpiECELBERG, "VV .—Koftiscke Afiszelleit. 

u xxaMG “ Backtrog* und XXkMG “ Bissen. Brocken.'’ These two words are 
now shown to differ both in meaning and origin; the former means “ dough pan " 
and is presumably of Egyptian derivation, while the latter means “ morsel " 
and is derived from the Arabic. 

2. Das jveitliclie Qualilativ OGlT “ gemacht." A Coptic text is quoted which 
confirms one of Sethe's two suggestions (•ACIT) for the vocalization of 

'iT'tyr the demotic form of the feminine pseudoparticiple of 'rjr. 

3. Zti der Versdiiebung des Worltones ror Su/Jixen. It is suggested that the 
difficulty in understanding late forms, often classed as “ barbaric,” may be due 
to the displacement of accent which follows the addition of a suffix- 

4. CBOyi = “ SebSter^" It is suggested that Coptic CBOyi is a Nisbe form 
of CBU> : CBtDy. 

5. Das dgj'ptisebe PrototjTf Von 2CDX : ^CDX ** beiser sein” Spiegelbcrg now 
derives this word from bfnr “ to he hoarse." 

6. Sinnen — in^ref's. This reading, given by Wessely. Spiegelberg considers 
correct, and sees in the Coptic ending 6‘l the Greek vocative (Srtrrfff) witli the 
“ New Greek " pronunciation of cr = which stands for the nominative. 

7. Der mutmafilkhe iw«»iar//fr/fe Unterschied des koptisebca XBBX and MIX. 
This title is given to monks who have passed through the novitiate. It is suggested 
that X8BX is the Northern form and xnx the Southern, though the distinction 
is not a hard and fast one. The Ethiopian form amba agrees with this view, 
since everything that is Coptic in the Abyssinian cult is borrowed from the 
Alexandrian Church, and amba could easily arise from Boh. XBBX. 

8. tlTXH Ce (A) " er ist Spiegelberg instances a survival in a Coptic 
text (Thompson, Gospel of St. John IX, 3 ?) of the curious use in New Egyptian 

Q I g meaning “it is thine. 

9. *SMe ; * 2 >MI " bemegen, beugen (?).” Spiegelberg trace.s the verbal form 
2MT= (Zoega, Catal. 340 = Steindorff. Kapt, Granttn.* p. i 3 *) to this verb, which 

he derives from ^ * " to bend.” 

Blok, H. P. —Die griechischea Lekn»*i}rter tm Koptheben. The Greco-Roman 
loan words yield valuable information on the phonetic laws of the Alexandrian 
and later periods, particularly as the Egyptian scribe was frequently compelled 
to transcribe a Greek word by ear phonetically, through ignorance of Greek. 
The writer makes a selection from a list of some 4®®^ Greco-Roman loan 
words to elucidate the laws which may be compiled from them. 
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Sethe, K.—Das Zahiiyort “/iin/," Scthe now shows the reading of the 
numeral five to be masc. dr-it\ fem. dj^ t. In Zar dgjytischen Hcrhin/t di^s 
hebrdischen Mafies Epha he brings forward confirmation of the derivation of the 
Hebrew measure Epha from (j 

Nei'cebaueb, O .^ —Cber die Kon^iruktion von sp ** Mai * tm mathe^n^itisehen 
Papyrus Rhind. The writer analyses the rulea underlying- the combination of 
with numerals; those below lo have sp in the plurah while those from 
lo upwards have it in the singular. 

Albright^ W. F* — The date qf the foundaiion 0 / the early Egjytian tentpie 0/ 
lij-tlos. The writer holds that the foundation cannot fall much earlier than 
Mencheres of the vih dynasty^ [But vases of the iind dynasty occur there*] 

Under the heading Afnau-hatpej Governor qf Palestine, the writer dbcusses 
tAVo letters found at Taanach which emanate from a high ofBcial of this namCp 
and “the question may be raised w^hether this Amenophis is not identical 
with the Amenophis ’who tvas governor of Nubia under Thothmes IV*” 

A third eontribution to this section by the writer is headed zinother case 
of Eg^ytian it = Coptic d* 

DawsoNj W. R,— TTic Papj^us Lansing^ Since reviewing PJieratic Papjyi'^ 
Second Series, 1^23 In J.E.A. IX , 2 ^ 0 , the writer has found two duplicate passages 
in thb papyrus. 

Bisstsc* F, Wh von.— Crdher eines Toleit. With regard to Bonnet^s theory 
of a connection between two tombs of a king and the double kingdom^ von Bissiug 
draws attention to the fact that private persons sometimes possessed two tombs. 

W*—Zniff iVdffitfri des Kdnigs ^[] ^rT]i ^ solution is given of 
the difficulty encountered in deriving cuneiform Urdamani from 

In an article headed Ein Agypter — Sehmegsrsohn des Sanherib, dealing with 
an Assyrian deed of sale in which the first ivUness is called Susanku and is 
a son-in-law of the king, the same writer suggests that this name really 
represents the name ^nk, and that the signatory was one of the numerous 
petty princes who ruled Egypt at the period, 

Wiesmann, H. —MHTAM 6CCDTM er kann nicht horen. The writer give^ 
examples of the unabbreviated form of the expresaiou MIJTH-CCDTM to which 
Sethe drew attention in Zeitschrifi 57^ iSS. 

In Eiliptische Duaie a pormri tm Agyptlschen he finds a parallel in two Egyptian 
duals to certain Arabic duatsj Avhich really represent tivo distinct words of 
which one prcdoininates over the other, e,g* the two moons/ really “ the sun 

and the moon." The Egyptian parallels are IVlBiBi “ the two Butos," 
i.e, Buto and Xechbet, aad ^ “the two sisters,” an epithet of Shu and 
Tefnut, also of Osiris and Isis, 

Wiesmann further contributes to this section notes headed Zu :»>ei Schemite- 
Stellen, q}\- Preis, Wert?, Fortsetiung cines Rclaiiysatzes dtirdi eiite Hauptsatz-, bzu\ 
iJemuHStrativsalzkonstrulitioft im Kaptischen, and ')-*Me'rA.tK>IX respectively, 

L. B. E. 
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Comptes RenJuSt 1927, July. 

JeOUIer, G.—Les Pjrramides non fan^raires. The discovery of the funeral 
pyramid of Uzebten, queen of Pepy II, at a little distance from his pyramid, 
has drawn attention to the contrast between this and the other small pyramids 
known near those of kings. The tomb of this queen,^not yet published,-i5 
noted for “ the very remarkable style of its bas-reliefs.* Unfortunately no one 
can judge of this in the absence of any copies or even of any description. 

The contrast which is stated between this and the small pyramids adjoining 
the tombs of Khufu and of Menkaura, is hardly valid, as those great pyramids 
are equally void of sculpture; it was not till after the ivth dynasty that sculpture 
appears on a pyramid temple, and not till the close of the vth dynasty that inscrip¬ 
tions were placed in a pyramid. It is stated that in the vith dynasty the position 
of a small pyramid is always to the south of the temple, or south east of the 
large pyramid. A small pyramid stands in the same relation to that of Fepy II. 
without any chapel or sepulchral provision; while that of the queen has a 
stele, table of offerings, and a burial chamber lined with religious texts. 
Similarly in the time of Teta, at the beginning of that dynasty, there is a small 
bare pyramid near his, while the two tombs of the queens Kbuat and Apuat 
are placed further away, and have the chapels for the service of the dead. 

In the earlier pyramids, of the vth dynasty, the adjacent small pyramids have 
no trace of provision for service; the internal chamber in each pyramid is 
unfinished- The conclusion of Prof. J6quier is that sucli small pyramids were 
not for burial, but were symbolic, or perhaps served for the celebration of 
certiim rites. 

We may remark that there may be a parallelism between these small 
pyramids and the later model pyramids placed in tombs, such as that of 
Sebek'hetep in the reign of Sebekemsaf (b,m. a8o) and others of the xviiith 
and xixth dynasties i^Kabun, xxii). At the beginning of the subject, there is 
the pyramid of Sneferu at Meydum, with a small pyramid on the south, and 
a pyramid or mastaba on the north, both within the peribolus wall. Both had 
sloping passages, and a meagre chamber (^Mej'’dunij viii, ix). At Gizeh, pyramid f 
of Khufu certainly had a sarcophagus or coffin, not over 38 X 8+ inches, as 
the passages have been cut to allow it being turned. Until a scientific examination 
of all the pyramids is undertaken, the subject cannot be studied. 

Comptes Rendus, 1928. 

p. ii. Prince Soutzo described the Egyptian monetary system under 
Ptolemy I, as based on the old qedet of copper. The silver coins equalled 
12 qedet and 8 qedet. [These would be equivalent to 10 khoirine and 5 sela, 
as if they were intended to keep touch w’ilh those systems.} The gold penta- ^ 

drachm of the sela was of the value of a talent. ^ 

p. 34. Prof. Morct showed a gold plaque bearing figures of Araenemhat 1 \ 
offering to Atmu, and a porphyry sphinx of Amenhetep IV * loved by Almn,” 
the same inscription as on an obsidian box found at Byblos, These things are 

likewise “ from Syria-* « 

p. 58. An unopened tomb at Deir el Mcdineh was found by M. Bruyilre; 

it contained three coffins, a graduated cubit, bronze vases and other objects; 
it had belonged to a necropolis official, but was nninscribed. 


Journ^h* 




pp S56* Tn the report of the Institut Franyais the work at Deir el Medineh 
is stated* The important tombs already opened there are those of Sen-nerem 
the architect (in Cairo 1 not published), and that of Kha head of the workmen 
(in Turin, not published). In the houses of the cemetery workmen, many 
Qscraka have been found of the xixth dynasty; also later papyri showingf that 
the ground was occupied in Greek times. The recent work is on tombs of the 
xviiith and xixth dynasties* The reason of tombs here being nnplundered is 
doubtless because they belonged to officials who had no riches buried with 
them. The first described is the tomb of Sen-nefer. It lay beneath a destroyed 
tomb of Hormes, dating before Akhenaten. The funeral furniture was good 
but simple; the mummiform coffins are of Sen-nefen bis wife Nefertitip and a 
nameless infant. The notable objects are the wooden handles of a fan, inlaid 
with ebony and ivory; a pectoral cloth, painted with a scene of Sen-nefer 
seated before a table of offerings; a little pectoral of gilt wood; an ebony 
cubit; four rulers of pine^ a cubit long^ with invocations of Osiris, Ptah, AmeUp 
and Har-akhti; and five little model vases of copper. On Nefertitrs finger was 
a sUver ring engraved with a seated goddess (Isis), and an electrum ring with 
the Hathor cow in papyrus grove* Two small wooden ushabtis are not stated 
to be inscribed. 

Another tomb was of the xxtb dynasty, proved to have been completely 
destroyed. A shaft, 120 feet deep, that was opened contained only pieces of 
tackle which w'cre used to remove the sarcophagus of Onkh-nes ra-nefer ^b. 
This was extracted by the naval party sent to remove the obelisk for the 
Place de la Concorde in iS 3 i, as proved by documents left in the pit. Like 
other French abstractions, as the Abydos Table of Kings, the sarcophagus was 
sold to the British lluseuni. 

The excavations at Medamud are^ happily, in course of publication, though 
the important section of the xiiith dynasty has not yet appeared. The temple 
was begun by Ptolemy Epiphanes, 20c b.c. and continued till the lime of 
Diocletian. The foundation blocks show that there was a temple of Euergetes 
about forty years earlier, or even of Philadelphos* The temple appears to 
have had a fore part (lying E. to W.) dedicated to a triad, and behind that 
the sanctuary of the sacred hull, ly^ng 5 ^* to S. A gatew^ay of Senusert III 
had been absorbed in the later tempie. The triad was of Mentu, Rat-taui and 
Hor-pa-ra, superseded later by Ameus Mut, and Khensu* The building was 
arranged accordingly in a tripartite system. A large court at the back with 
a separate entrance wras for public or private festivals. From the foundations 
of the later temples there have now been recovered lao blocks of the xiith 
and xiiith dynasties. We have already seen report of remains of Ugaf the 
first king of the xiiith dynasty; now there are reported, also, works of Ra-sezef-ka 
Amenemhat 14th king; Ra-sekhem-khu^taui Sebekhetep 15th king; Ra-sekhem- 
suaz-taui Sebekhetep ^oth king; and Ra-sekhem-uaz-khou Sobekemsaf, whose 
position is not stated in the lists, but who has been supposed to be of the 
Edfu dynasty and to have held the Thebaid as about the iSth or 19th king of 
the succession* 

p. 3^9)* 9 ^^ov. 1928* ir. Virolleaud, in his annual report on archaeological 
work in Syria^ states ^ it has been decided that the portable antiquities shall 
be henceforward divided in equal parts between the State and the excavator; 
no measure appears more suitable to aid further the development of researches.” 
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The previous regulations were not so favourable to the ex^cavator* and they 
do not seem to have met with response. 



P- 36 1)^ J^quier found at Saqqamh statuettes of Ishtat and other Assyrian > 
deities^ which had the heads, arms, and legs sawn offp in order to destroy \ 
their power. He attributes them to the Assyrian invasion of the viith century. 

p* 371}. M”'' Homburger collects the Egyptian names of parts of the body 
compared with Negro-afrieant the resemblances seem but few. 

Syria IX# fasc. I V* 

PtUEWDRSKTp S^—Le$ ^figurines assises et le char divin- Various Hittite figures 
of a seated deity here wear a conical cap with flat topj in fact a taibush^ but 
vrithout any point or streamer hanging from it such as are usual on South 
Syrian figures. This form of cap seems to be that of the ivory figure of 
a god found with Ashtoreth figures at Beth-pelet, 

jEAXp C. F.— Les Hf^ksos sont-ih les inventeurs de t*alphabet? This is a long 
article criticising in detail the various tlieories about the hieroglyphic inscriptions 
of Serabitj principally the view of Seihe. That the source of the alphabet was 
not the cuneiform is concluded because cuneiform had not only vowel signs, 
but different signs for each syllable according to the vowels while Phoenician 
had no vowel signs. [This begs the question whether Semitic did not mis¬ 
appropriate vowel signs in the alphabet borrowed from elsewhere.] Nor was 
the alphabet derived from Cypriote, because Cypriote b later, and is syllabic, 
even thus adding vowels in transliterating Greek. Abo it fails to dbtinguish 
different gutturals, and different dentals^ which are markedly distinguished in 
Semitic. Nor was the alphabet derived from pre-hierogl3rphic signaryp because 
many signs arc cursive hieroglyphs, or simple marks. [This might be said 
with equal probability of any beginning of an alphabet.] I^astlyi there is the 
theory of an Egyptian origin of the Scrabit script* and hence of the Phoenician. 
[Owing to the Nabathaeau mscriptlons being commonly termed Sinakicj it is 
best to name this early writing from Serabit, where alone it is found.] 

The Egyptian signs are classified (i) tri-consonantal (as kheper)^ (a) bi- 
consonantal (as uidfu) and ( 3 ) mono-consonantal (as abj iir)* From the mono- 
consonantal were selected the signs for single consonants (as j!^p m, n)- But the 
Egyptian never threw off the bi- and trUconsonantSt ^ pure alphabet 

like Phoenician. Then when the Phoenician borrowed from Egypt, all the signs 
which he added were derived by acrophony, drawing an object the name of 
which began with the sound to be expressed. Sethe propounds that this 
development took place among the Hyksos expelled from Eg3^t to Sinai; 
this is supported by the Hyksos being termed by Manetho rhoiTiikes. Such 
an equivalent is supported by the name Fenkhu for people in Canaan in the 
xviiith dynasty* [Misprinted xiiL] 

The Serabit inscriptions are then discussed. From the Egyptian figure of 
a sphinx, the drawing of Ptaht and the presence of some Egyptian signs, it is 
concluded that the writing must be that of Semites coming from Egypt, and 
such people before the xviiith dynasty must he the Hyksos. Such are the 
main points of the case for the Hyksos origin of the ^vriting. 

On this M. Jean sums up, (i) that the alphabet was used in Phoenicia in 
the xiiith century. (1) That there are Egyptian influences in it. ( 3 ) That it 
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would he difficult to admit that it was born in Canaan in the xvth or xivth cent¬ 
uries, because the cuneiform letters of that ag^e have CanaanLte glosses using 
initial vowels, while the Phoenician alphabet has no vowels. (4) The forms of 
the earliest signs at Byblos in the xUith century are not original, but show 
a stage of evolution of the alphabet, and this stage would have been while 
Syria was under Babylonian influence; whereas the alphabet was started in 
a region free of Babylonian writing, and passed thence into Canaan. (5) It is 
not known that the Hyksos ever were in Sinai. (6) Butin attributes the Serabit 
script to Semites working with Egyptians in Sinai. But could they read? and 
is it likely that they would have the mind to start such invention? (7) Do the 
Serabit signs represent an intermediate stage between Egyptian and Phoenician? 
But the values of the signs like Egyptian (eye and cross) are different values 
in the supposed rendering of the Serabiiie. 

A comparative table is given of the signs in eight alphabets. [Only ten 
of the signs are connected with signs in Egypt, and four of those are never 
Used in ordinary hieroglyphs, and could not be transferred from a current 
knowledge of Egyptifin. There is therefore a very slender connection with Egypt.] 

M. Jean concludes, (1) there are more signs at Serabit than in Semitic, 
(i) Some signs are like archaic Phoenician. ( 3 ) Only one group of signs is 
often reproduced. (4I In reading this group of signs according to the values 
o^f the Phoenician which they resemble, or of w’bich the traditional names 
signify the ^object figured, one can obtain P’ALT tvhich with the change to B 
may be Ba alat or Hath or. (5) Among the other signs there are some which 
resemble Egyptian, but one cannot be certain of their values. (6) It seems 
that these signs derive from consonant hieroglyphs in Egyptian. (7) But if 
these values are adopted, the readings are at least doubtful. (8) The supposed 
translations of such texts are very discrepant. One can only say that the 
Writing has perhaps sometimes inspired the Serabitic. Practorius has 
^tiggestcd that the Phoenician writing was not descended from the script of 
Mesha, or a little earlier, but from a much older script which was essentially 
alphabetic. To this Jean agrees, hut it does not seem that one can define it 
further. The hypothesis that it was derived from Egyptian through Serabitic 
does not seem sufficiently established: thus one may still doubt the existence 
of an alphabet at Serabit. 

f twenty years it does not seem therefore, from this article 

of M, Jean, that we can say more than the conclusions stated at the first discovery 
of the Serabit w'riting:—“ I am disposed to see in this, one of the many 
a phabets which were in use in the Mediterranean lands long before the fixed 
^ pha^bet selected by tbe PhoeTiiciaris. A mass of signs was used continuously 
from fioog or 7000 o.c. until out of it were crystallized the alphabets of the 
Alediterranean, the Karians and the Celtiberians preserving the greatest number 
of signs, the Semites and Phoenicians keeping fewer. The two systems of 
wnting, pictonal ,T,nd litiear, which Dr. Evans has found to have been used in 
Crete, long before the Phoenician age, show how several systems were in use. 
Some of the workmen employed by the Egyptians, probably the Aamu or 
Retennu,—Syrians,-who are often named, had this system of linear signs 
which we have found; they naturally mixed many hieroglyphs with it, borrowed 
from their masters." (Petrie, Researches in Smdi, i3i.) Certainly as far back 
as the xiith dynasty, names were written in such signs {Kahun, xxvii, 85; 
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Buttons and Design Scarah, vi, 71 B), and the system of the same signs extends 
unbroken from the prehistoric ages. Serabitlc writing is a late and degraded 
jumble of signs that had long been used in cursive writing, miKed with others 
borrowed from rectilineal sculpturing. 

Dumand, M.—Aey f:gjytiens d liej'routfi, M. lloret described to the Academy 
a sphinx with the name of Atnenemhat IV, and a gold pectoral of the same 
king, stated to have been found in Syria. M. Dunand has identified the sphinx 
as that recently bought for the British Museum; but be does not seem to notice 
that the head has been cut back a good deal In transforming it from the 
Leonine bushy hair and ears into the human type; it was originally probably 
exactly of the type of the Tan is sphinxes. By enquiries at Bey rut, he believes 
that it can be identified with a sphinx which was found in course of excavation 
for a municipal building in the middle of Bey rut, at the market place. The 
pectoral of Amenemhat has, it is said, been stolen from Byblos since the last 
excavations. It is agreed, in a discussion at the Academy, that a gold statuette 
and various gold ornaments have been sold from Byblos, and the large amount 
of objects which collectors have obtained, during the excavations, leaves no 
doubt about leakage. 

Anet. et Barrois,— Fouiltes d Neirab, This begins with an apology for the 
lack of definite tomb groups, for “ when one reaches the tomb itself, w-hatever 
the precautions, it is often difficult to attempt a certain attribution." The contents 
of this cemetery appear therefore as a mass of objects of various dates without 
any discrimination. There b a long jar of about S50 b.c. Greek pottery of 
500 to 3oo, a piece of a Roman moulded figure, arrow heads of 600 b.c* or earlier, 
and two duck weights which are probably the earliest things, .^s there is no 
connection stated between any of the objects, such excavation might as well 
have been left to a dealer. 

In a fcviciv, M, Dussaud stoutly defends the date of the tomb of Ahiram, 
not only on the ground of the vases of Ramessu U, but because they are only 
contributory to the main evidence of the fine Mykcnaean pottery and the ivory 
from the same tomb. The age of the Phoenician inscription is assured. 

In a review of M. Picard’s Geology of the Kishon valley, bis conclusion is 
that the Chellean and Mousterian are represented, but there is no Solutrean 
and the Alagdalenian is doubtful. This suggests that the Solutreans did not 
break in there, but the Mousterian was left to wear down into the Magdalenian. 

The question of the altars of the Old Testament comes up, and Max Lohr, 
as well as his reviewer Dussaud, hold that arehaeolc^ically the early date of 
the incense altar is certain, so literary criticism must again climb down. 

The Jemsh Quarterly Reidea*, .^pril 1929. 

Speisrr, E. a. — Some prehistoric antiquities from Mesopotamia. This record 
results from a mound Tepe Gawra, northeast of Mosul. A complete record 
was obtained of every period from about 4000 to e^oo b.c. The stages may be 
named as “ Pottery painters,’* ** Shrine Builders,” and “ Early Bronze people.” 
The first stage is regarded as identical with the Early Elamite; the people of 
the second stiige came from the south, probably Early Semites of Babylonia 
before the Sumerians; the third stage b Sumerian-Accadian culture of the time 
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of Sargori I* “ 1 he older the pottery, the finer the ware and the more original 
the decoratiOn■ The very lowest stratum furnished what were by far the most 
beautiful fragments." A mere fortnight of work has produced valuable results, 
and these we need to correlate with innumerable other sites which await a digger. 
Are we always to neglect our opportunities? 

An and Archaeology, May 1925. This gives a curious figure of a bronze 
mirror of Hgyptian form, which has on it incised Greek lettering, found to be 
copied from a passage on the Rosetta stone. It is copied from that identical 
version of the decree, because two differing forms of A are similarly used in 
the parallel words. As the inscription is reversed, it Is suggested that it was 
made from a blackened copy of the stone which was circulated soon after it 
was found. But as the letters are incised in the bronze, it is probably a c/re 
perdue casting, and was modelled in relief, which accounts for the reversal of 
the direction. 

Palestine Exploration Fund, April igag. This contains a further report by 
Mr, Rowe on excavation at Beth-shan. The temple of Tehutnies III has been 
fully cleared, and the south wall of the fort of this age. The views of the 
temple of the god Mekal raise the question of the restoration of the walls. 
Some, in parts of the scene, are like those found in ruins, rounded and damaged. 
But the show parts of the temple are all squared up. apparently by a liberal 
use of fresh plaster. We have been accustomed to a good deal of restoration 
m Crete, but the reworking of walls to sharp edges, flat sides, and a uniform 
top is a process full of danger to archaeology. If copied by unscrupulous 
hands, it would destroy all value in the discoveries, and such treatment is 
better avoided, however It may improve the look of a site. The most striking 
object found was a pane! of basalt, with a combat of a lion and a dog rampant, 
at the top, and below that a lion attacked by a dog springing on its haunch 
which it bites. The work is hammer dressing with some engraved lines of 
detail, intermediate between the quality of Hittite and Assyrian work. Among 
^all objects is a Syro-Hittite cylinder stated to be of the age of Tehulracs III, 
The figures of two goats crossing and three stars, is almost exactly that of a 
cylinder found at Bcih-pelct in a grave with two scarabs which can hardly he 

before the xixth dynasty. Two scarabs of Tehutmes III are coarse copies 
made m Palestine. 


Sitzungsbenckte der Bayerischen Akademie, igaB, 8. 

Bissixsi, F.W. vo.v.— 7 Tfle, This site is a little north of Minieh on the east 
ank, marked as Tinah. It has a fort of Men-kheper-ra of the xxlst dynasty, 
similar to El Hibeh and other forts on the eastern bank to guard the Nile 
approach to Thebes. There arc high walb and some alabaster columns, and 

lines of houste of a town, with pottery of late Greek age; there b also late 
Koman building and pottery. 


ArchW/!^ B,„d V. Heft .9,5, Vos B™, F. PrMmc 

der agyptfschen Vorgeschichte. 

‘he quotation with 

th«e earivT “Every new object of any importance from 

these early times merely serves to convince us, if we are wise, of the extent 

of our Ignorance. Dr. von Bissmg has attempted to gather together all the 
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evidence, for and against, as to early intercourse between Egypt and Meso¬ 
potamia. He denies that there was any foreign influence in prehistoric times 
in the Nile Valley, although in discussing the pear-shaped mace-heads he 
acknowledges that similar weapons are found in Mesopotamia, occa^onally 
decorated in relief like the great limestone mace-heads of Hierakonpolis (these, 
by a curious slip, he calls ivory). He takes each point in succes^on—pottery- 
stands, cylinder seals, forms of boats, brick-building, the motif of the man 
between two lions on the Gebel Araq knife-handle, the snake-necked leopards, 
and so on,—but in none of these does he see reason to believe that there was 
any real connection between Egypt and the contemporary civilisations. The 
Nile Valley produced an entirely independent civilisation which was not beholden 
to any other country for any of its inventions or artistic motifs. This is 
Dr. von Bissing's point of view, and he brings forward arguments in favour of it. 

M. A. Mureuy. 


Metropolitan Afureuiu, A’t.'ii' I'orfr. Eg'j^fian Expedition igsy—aS. This report 
describes the work of clearing out the ancient quarry in which the fragments 
of the Statues of Hatshepsut had been buried, after their destruction by 
Tehutojcs lU. Some most fruitful work in Egypt now consists in undoing the 
destructions of the past. At Hamak the beautiful work of Amenhetep I, the 
granite shrine of Hatshepsut, and the buildings of Akhenaten arc now being 
reconstituted. So also at Deir el Bahri, all the wealth of statuary which filled 
the temple is now gradually being brought to light and restored. What 
enormously increased the labour of this clearance was that the whole of the 
material of seven years' clearing of the Deir el Bahri temple by Naville had 
been shot into the hollow upon the sculptures. Thus ioo,ooo tons of rubbish 
had to be shifted, which was not there a generation ago. It was the same 
dumping which buried the tomb of the architect Sen-nmt, found and described 
by Mr. Winlock (Asc. Ec. igiS, 55). In a much more recent excavation in 
Egypt, the material has all been dumped on the top of a cemetery, and will 
some day have to be moved again. This mode of selfish working has lumbered 
Qurneh and Saqqara cemeteries so that it is most difficult to make proper 
research. Unhappily thb labour of years of clearance and restoration of 
fragments cannot promise us rooie history, and it is sad to see Mr. Winlock s 
judgment and abilities used up in providing decoration for museums. 

An account is given of the paintings in the oasis of IChargeh, of ^late 
Roman period, and based on classical work like that in early manuscripts. 
Emblematic figures of Peace, Justice, and Prayer are mixed with figures of 
patriarchs, a stage of art much better than that of catacomb paintings. An 
astonishing front view of a peacock fills the width of a pendentive. From coins 
found there, this work is of about the middle of the ivth century. 

In the copying of tomb paintings, Mr, Davies states that his work on the 
great tomb of Rekh-ma-ra is “ as good as finished.” He discourses on the 
figures of the captive women coming up to produce their children to be 
recorded, rather like the register of Triraalchio, The great work of preserving 
the tomb paintings in accurate copies is happily progressing. 


( H ) 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The British School ok Eg^ttian AscHAEOLocy, 

The Annunl Exhibition held this summer has been the most successful since 
the War. The Hyksos and Philistine series of discoveries g^reatly interested the 
public, and this interest in historical research was increased by the new solution 
of long-standing difficulties in the Egyptian history. The scholars who went into 
the matter were well content to accept the settlement of the chronology proposed 
in this number, and the consequent fixing of the dates in prehistoric Europe. 

Although Palestine has abandoned its reputation for tranquillity, there is 
no reason to anticipate any hindrance in continuing our happy relations with 
the settled Arabs in the south, who have proved so amenable and honest in 
our work. In the coming winter, therefore, It is hoped to gain further results 
from the llyksos remains at Beth-pelet, to clear a large building of the period 
of Solomon, and to work out the important prehistoric sites. When such a 
valuable region is clearly in hand, we ought to reap the results fully and 
without delay. But all the work must depend on public support at home. 
Our reserves have been freely used as far as is prudent, and unless there is 
more support forthwith, the work will have to be reduced to half strength, 
and we shall only get half results. The decisive bearing, however, of these 
material remains upon the vexed questions of Biblical criticism as well as on 
the history of Egypt, render this an urgent matter. Contributions are received 
at University College by Lady Petrie. 

The Dramatic papyrus, of w'hich the publication is reviewed in this number, 
has been presented to the British Museum by the British School which dis¬ 
covered it and Dr. Alan Gardiner who prepared it for publication. 

The British School of jERusALEit, 

Miss Garrod has been excavating in the great cave at Athlit near Haifa, 
on behalf of the British School in Jerusalem. She has reached down to the 
Moustenan level; above that were three strata of late Palaeolithic age, then 
the Mesolithic m which was a burial of ten youths with a carving of a head; 
above this was the Bronze Age deposit. Thus for the later part of the Stone 
Age this gives a clear sequence of types. 


Mr. Brunton’s discovery of a pre-Badarian culture in the Nile valley is 
the amplification of Miss Caton-Thompson’s ruder Fayum remains. The flint 
work IS closely like that of the earliest but one of the Neolithic sites in South 
^ alestine found this year by our School. The most important matter is that 
It proves to be the source of the incised black beakers, which were known 
sporadically before. These look like much higher productions than the rest of 
the connections, and suggest import or Immigration from a more advanced source. 
Meanwhile this age Is now called the Tasian, and is followed by the Badarian, 
Amratian, Geraean, and Semainlan prehistoric, all before the ist dynasty. 

At Zimbabwe Miss Caton-Thompson has excavated down to a fine floor 
of granite ten feet under the surface, and found various remains on the way. 
Her conclusion is that the work is due to a native tribe. 

remain in Lake Meozaleh, that desolate corner of the Delta. 
In the midst of it is Mataneh. and on the Prime Minister’s visit there, bullocks 
were sacrificed m order that he should step over the blood as a lucky omen. 
His purpose in going there was to lay the foundation stones of village hospitals 
much needed where such sacrifices are thought beneficial. 
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THE EGYPTIAN LILY. 

The historical value of decoration has never received the attentidn which It 
deserves. To compare two or three examples together from different lands 
may show some pan of their story, but they need a context. What we require 
for study is a aeries of wide extent, in which any new example may take its 
place, that the relations of it, in time and place, may he compared. With a view 
to beginning this, 1 have copied about two thousand dated and placed examples, 
and already several historical results of much interest have appeared. 

Articles of utility may be ro-invented any number of times independently, 
and lost to knowledge by neglect or trade opposition; this was the case with 
the remarkable inventions of automatic looms and saw mills before 1660 at 
Danzig. On the contrary, the arbitrary nature of decoration, w’lthout any urge 
of utility, leaves it free to be devised rvithout any direction of the impulse. 
The resemblances of decoration seen in various lands have therefore great 
value as indicators of the movements of trade, of culture, of conquest, or of 
race. The comparative study of decoration gives an organized mode of research 
into ages which are without a record. One may illustrate the method, and its 
wide impUcations, by a study of the derivatives of the Egyptian form of the 
lily which show connections of countries and the continuity of art. 

Beneath each of the dravvinga, the period is stated as EM, or MM, or LM 
(Early, Middle, or Late Minoan), each divided in three stages; or else the date 
in years b marked, — for b.c, or + for s.d.; this dating is often difficult to ascertain 
from the publications. The place where the design was found is quoted; 
and, lastly, the reference to the book source, as follows:—A.O. Attn Orient; 
A.S. Andrae and Schafer; B.A.S. Blavignac. Architecture jiirrde; B.K. Blegen, 
Kornkou; C.l.P. Cohn, ladische Plastik; D.C.O. Delaporte, Cylindres Orientaux; 

E. P.M. Evans, Palace 0/ Minos; F.L.M. Furtwangler-Loescheke, MykenischeVasen; 

F. P. owm copy; G.A. Gusman, Art Decoratif; H.W. Hayes Ward, Seal CyHndcrs; 
K.B. Kuastgesch, in Bildern; K.M, Kirckerlan Museum; K.T. Koch, Terrakoiten 
camp,; M.A.A. Mem, Amcr, Xcad. i?Djjje; M..A.K, Montelius, AHere KuUur^ 
perioden; M.I. Montelius, Prim. Civ. ItaL; M.S. hletz, Fr^hkretische Siegel; 
P.A.H. Pottler, Art Hittite; P.A. Petrie, Amarna; PX. Perrot and Chipiez; P.I.K. 
Petrie, lltahim and Kakun; R.M.P, Renan, Mission en Phenide; R.S. Riegl, 
SpdtrCm. Kunst; S.A. Strzygowski, Altai-han; S.A.A, Ann. ScHo/a Archeol. Atena; 
T.A.P. Trans. Dep, Arch, Pennsylvania; U.C. University College; d* Photographs. 

The lily motive seems to have originated in Crete, amid that rich appreciation 
of nature which surrounds all Cretan art. In the Middle Minoan HI, on the 
great jars at Knossos (Fig. i), and on fresco (a), the lily is triumphantly used 
at about 2300 B.c. The group of lilies is perhaps the noblest decoration ever 
devised, and the closest to nature, for the natural plant can be here taken 
without any artificial alterations, and simply adopted in a fitting group. In a few 
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centuries it changed» and by about r6oo it was madified (4) in its form of 

growth, but retained the projecting pistils and the revcurved petals, which 
always distinguish It. The Late Hehadic Sp 7 . are of about the same age, and 
the less natural form 3 > is of about 1400* The form of fiow-er was adapted to 
a branching plantp 6, suggesting that it was not well known in Rhodes. 

The lily in the Cretan form thus passed down to being merely a flower, at 
the mercy of any one who needed such to fill a spate, regardless of its nature* 
But in Egypt it became fixed in its botanical aspect of the parts, and this 
permanent type went through immense changes, Ihc most perfect example is 
on a glazed ring bezel j 8* from A mama (see also Objects Use xiij 3 ^). 

On this the detail is much more precise than on the Cretan paintings; the 
straight pistil. P, is made triple, and the anthers, A. are shewn below in their 
peculiar form; beneath are the calyx, C, and the thin spathe, S, with the 
withered tip dangling. This is in accord with the style of botanical detail on 
other Egyptian work, but it appears that though the designer knew* the flower 
he could not include the deeply curved petals^ and simplified them; the size 
and prominence of the stamens w^as ivhat he felt to be ebaracteristicp This w^as 
simplified in Fig. g, which retains the up-tumed anthers^ a feature w'hicb lasted 
in transformations down to the bitter end in Catholic Italy^ Figs. 10, are 
early departures into senseless types* 12 and 14 maintain the parts, but double 
the anthers, i 3 has the anthers and pistils, but has merged the calyx wdth the 
spathe, keeping the dried tips of the spathe as coming from the calyx. This 
compound form of calyx lasted on into Assyria and Cyprus* Much simplified 
forms are in ig to 21. 

Now w^e pass to the changes in other lands. On a cylinder from the Hauran, 
22p the different parts are maintained, but they are wildly changed on one 
from Cyprus, 23^ where the Idea of a column has come in* yet the incurved 
anthers remain. In Persia further changes took place (24) Tfherc the tips of 
the spathe became bunches of dates, and the idea of a kind of palm ruled the 
form. The change iu 25, based on a tree form+ is probably of Persian work; 
yet even here the original parts are visible, but the tips of the spathe have 
become birds’ heads^ An Italian form at Vulci, 26, brought in sprays, though 
dimly keeping the proper parts* Such n form passed to India, ^7, sSp where 
the calyx and spa the survived. 

Further changes gradually came in. The pistils were entirely changed into 
a varied group of flow^ers (29)+ while the anthers and calyx remained. Another 
form is in 3o, as lettered on the drawing, where the tips of the spathe are little 
flow^ers, and supplementary Howlers arc added below* On a Syro-Hittitc cylinder^ 
3 i, the pistils are made into a separate flower on the top. On the same lines 
is a Graeco-Italian transformation on a gold ornaments 32 , 

Another change the enlargement of the pistils in a fan form, 33 , and 
again, 34, where the whole is made into a tree^ with two bolls as supporters 
at the sides* This was a Hittite modification, and yet it retained the three 
main parts. It is interesting as being the last sight of the flower, before it 
passed into a very different shape. 

The form 55 was long a puzzlCt it looked like a bowd containing objects; 
but the example 3 + showed the transition, and In 3 ^ we can just trace the origins, 
P, A, Ct of the parts. This change was the Assyrian form derived from the 
Hittite. From Assyria this new shape tv as borrowed by Cyprus ( 36 ), part of 
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The Egjyiintt Lily. 


the senseless jumble of styles and motives which belong- to that unoriginal 
island. The strange dotted band across the pistils is unexplained. The loss of 
all sense in the use of this form is seen by iU being repeated one over the 
other; it was probably looked on as a form of fruit dish. The old parts were 
put together differently on the top of an Ionic capital of Assyrian origin, 37; 
the dried tip of the spathe is here added to the inner side of the anther, as 
a finish to the spiral. The ends of the volutes of the capital turn up, and 
appear as a repetition of the old calyx, a mad jumble; while, on the front of 
the capital, the sun and moon are stuck on. Anything came handy to a Cypriote. 

Another modification of the bowl motive was turning it upside down in 
duplication, 38 . A variant of the Cypriote capital, 40, makes the calyx into the 
body of the capital with the pistils and anthers rising from it. Two discs from 
Crete (39, 41) seem to be modifications of these ideas, but they are undated; 
if early, they must be of some other origin. Another Cypriote freak, 4a, was 
turning the pistils into a lotus flower, between two enormous curved anthers 
with tags of spathe added, and traces of calyx below; the %%’hole is between 
two cranes. 

This bowl pattern was borrow'ed from Cyprus or Morth Syria into Italy, 
in about 700 fi,c., doubtless by Phoenician trade which was then active. In Italy 
It underwent farther changes. At Ruad in Syria we find the Cypriote piled-up 
form, 36 , repeated as in 43. Almost exactly the form as in $7, with the inner 
tag, appears close to Rome (44), on the Appian way. At Falerit, forty miles 
north of Rome, the similar pattern, 45, is duplicated; this duplication Is also 
on an example (47) In the Vatican (probably Roman), and formed a repeated 
pattern (46) at Capena near Rome. 

Two patterns which can hardly be separated from this stage are 48, at 
Alliens in the same period, and 49 from Mathura, India (now in Boston Fine 
Arts Museum), in which the band across the group seems to connect it urith 
Figs. 35, 36 and 50. The last named has advanced from the others and leads 
on to 51, where the bowl form has merely three lines and one across, detached. 
This comes from ao miles east of Rome. 

Now begins the inversion of this form; that j 3 and 54 are the same subject 
as 45 cannot be doubted, and they are from Capena, like 46. The inverted 
form 52, at Marzobutto, takes the form up to Bologna, but otherwise the 
following examples are mostly near Rome. The design was then a Phoenician 
Importation into Southern Etruria, 

After the form was used cither way up, we find more license in adding 
leafage to the opening, as in 56, which comes from 45 miles north of Rome, 
and in 57 from too miles south of Rome. A probable derivation, 59, appears 
In Northern France, long before the Roman Invasion, and therefore carried 
by trade. 

The Italian form seems to have passed back to Crete (60) in the early 
period, as this b Inseparable from the Vetulonia example, 6t, from 100 miles 
north of Rome. The same is found at Chlusi (6*) at So miles north of Rome. 

Passing now into wclbknovvn classical times, various forms of the same 
design are found about Rome; 64 is in the welldighted catacomb of S. Sebastiano, 
on gesso work, of about 50 a.0.; others are on the Palatine ( 63 ), on the base 
of the column of Trajan (65), and in the tomb of the Pancratii (66). By Roman 
trade this passed out to India, and appears in the caves of Ajunta (67). 
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I^ter still it survived at Ravenna (6S^ 6g), and jL was worn out finally in 
the vliith century at Rome (70. 71), and at Civldalc (7^)i where we can bid 
it rest in peace^ with its reties of anthers and the pistil beLween them stili 
recognisabJe. 

This series is a good example of the long persistence of a form as such, 
after all ihe sense has been knocked out of itj and how in new shapes it starts 
again and runs a fresh course of decay^ the Lily, the Bowl, and the Foliage 
form^ The entire independence of the lotus series is clearly marked. The lotus 
has no external trace of stamens^ and the petals are straights The lily, on the 
contrary, has everted petals^ projecting pistib, and the in-curved anthers, which 
continue as the main element in the later period. 

The dates of the earliest examples show the Cretan originp before 2000 b.c. 
Coming thence to Egypt^ by 1400 B.c.j the idea passed to the Hittites, and on 
to Assyria as a tree pattern* ThencCj transformed by ignorance, it reached 
CypruSp and so (passing by its origin in Crete) it came by Phoenician trade to 
the Tiber, and spread northward from Rome, naturalized in Italy as a foliage 
form* and finally a senseless group of relief. 


Flinders Petrie. 
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ALEXANDER AND AMMOK 

In an arLtcle on “ Alexander in the Oasist^' which appeared in the Thnes of 
Jan- 7th sgay, I suggested that the purpose with which Alexander visited Siwa 
was not so much religious as military* Since that article was puhlbhed,, the 
exhaustive analysis of the evidence by Dr* Ulrich Wilcken in bis paper 
“ Alexanders Zug in die Oase Siwa ^ Pr&uss, Akad* rgaS* xxx) 

has shown that there is no substantial foundation for the idea, which has obtained 
some degree of acceptance, that Alexander went to secure recognition as the 
son of Ammon, and so to establish his divine title to the kingship of Egypt, 
But, while Wilcken has re-established the credit of the first chroniclers of the 
journey, who reported that Alexander went to consult the oracle, as any Greek 
might do, he does not supply an answer to the doubts which have been ex¬ 
pressed as to whether this was a sufficient motive: and it may be worth while 
to examine what is implied in the statement rather more fully. 

In the first place it is necessary to clear up the question of the personality 
of the god who was worshipped in the Oasis at the time of Alexander's visit* 
It has been assumed by most recent writers that the temple and cult were 
Egyptian, and connected with those of Amen of Thebes: but there is no 
monumental evidence to support this assumption. The inhabitants of the Niie 
valley, before the time of Alexander, seem to have known little of the Oasis— 
naturally enough, as the chief trade route from Siwa runs, not east to Egypt, 
but north to Cyrene: even the Egyptian name for the place, if there was one, 
has not been identified ($0 Professor Griffith informs me'ii: and there are no 
remains of buildings of earlier date than the fourth century b.c* The first 
suggestion that Ammon and Amen Avere identical comes from Herodotus 
(IL 41), and his equations of Greek and Egyptian deiiies can hardly be claimed 
as scientific: there is more of importance in his statement that the inhabitants 
of the Oasis were a mixture of Egyptian and Ethiopian settlers, which may be 
founded on an actual tmmigratiDn from Egypt amongst a Libyan population: 
a possible explanation would be that priests or worshippers of Amen, fleeing 
from the religious persecution of Cambyses, sought a refuge in the Oasis, and 
planted thetr own ritual in the temple of a local god. But this would not 
necessarily make the cult of Ammon an Egyptian one, even though it might 
introduce Egyptian elements. 

On ihe other hand, there is definite evidence that the god of the Oasis 
was knoAvn to the Greeks before the time of Herodotus or even that of Cambyses^ 
The legendary visits of Herakles and Perseus need not be discussed* though 
they may point to a traditional belief in a prehistoric connexion: but about 
63 o B,c, Greek colonisLs settled at Cyrene, at the end of the trade-route from 
Siwa, and they would be sure to come into touch with the natives of the interior 
without delay* There is not much information about the character of the worship 
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they would find there: presumably, as concluded by Mr. Orie Bates (Eastern 
Libyans, pp. iSgff.), the god was a Libyan ram-god of some kind, since Greeks, 
Carthaginians, and Egyptians all later regarded him as idendcal with ram-gods 
of their own: but the form in which he was embodied vn the temple was not 
that of a ram, but a conical atone (Curtiust iv. 7. z 3 % which, aa Wiickeu points 
out, shows more affinity to Greek than to Egyptian ideas, but is probably 
Libyan in origin, since the Carthaginians found the w-orship of a god whom 
they named Ba'aldiamniin, suggesting that he w'as represe^nted by a stone, in 
North Africa* The native Libyan name may have been somew^hat like this 
in sound, and may have been similarly converted by the Greeks into Ammon, 
which vrould be appropriate for a god of the desert region as carrying a hint 
of sand: but there is no record of the actual form used. It can however be 
accepted that the Greeks who settled at Cyrene found the inhabitants of the 
Oasis worshipping a sacred stone^ wrhich represented a god of the sheep-Socks 
for which Libya was then famous, as shown by the epithet applied to it by 
the oracle at Delphi (Herodotus iv* 135), 

These settlers, however* brought with them a god of their own who had 
a similar connexion %vitb sheep-fiocks—Carneius, who is represented on the 
coins of Cyrene as a youth writh ram's horns (see Imhoof-Blumer in Ha** Semite 
(fe nir^nirwf. xxi* 5), His worship is best known in Laconia, where he was 
commonly regarded as a form of Apollo: whether he was indigenous therep 
or was brought by Dorian or other immigrants from more distinctively pasioral 
districts in the north. Is an open question (see Adler in Pauly-Wissowa x. a. tqBq), 
It Is certain that he was linked in Cyreuaica tvUh another god, who had 
the same ram^s horns, but was figured as an older bearded man, and known 
under the name of Ammon. It is quite possible that this god may also have 
been carried across from Greece: there are traces of the cult of a bearded 
horned god at several places in the Aegean area, to which it is hardly likely 
to have been taken from Cyrene—notably at Aphytis, in the peninsula of Pallene* 
The number of references to Ammon-worship in Greece in the fifth and fourth 
centuries &pC. is in fact so considerable that some scholars have expressed 
surprise at the popularity of an Egyptian deity at this period: the situation 
becomes easier of explanation if we assume that the conception of a protector 
of the flocks was indigenous in Greece, and that the only outside element w^as 
the name, which was reflected back from Cyrene, where the god had been 
identified with the local god of the Oasis. The form under which Ammon is 
reptesenied, both in Cyrene and in Greece, is purely Greek, with a short horn 
of simple curl: this horn is distinct from that of cither of the Egyptian ram- 
gods, of w^hom Amen has a horn doubled back downwards, and Khnum one 
standing out horizontally. 

Whether he was originally Greek or Libyan, it is clear that Ammon was 
known to the Greeks as the god of tlie Oasis, and his temple as a centre of 
divination, before there is any sign of his recognition by the Egyptians. The 
earliest definitely historical instance of the consultation of the oracle is that by 
Croesus, in the middle of the sixth century n.c., the account of which implies 
that it was ri^arded by the Greeks as standing on the same level as their 
owm temples at Delphi and Dodona, and that the connexion was therefore 
already well established. The references to it by Pindar and Plato carry on 
the same tradition; and;, apart from places in Greece where the worship of 
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Ammon may have been indigenous, a note of Wilckm’^s (p. 581 note a) shows 
that offerings vvere made to him at Athens in 367/6. In view of this, it is 
hardly credible that Alexander, whose interest in Greek mythology was very 
keeiiT should have thought of Ammon in any other relationship than his Greek 
one: and the history of this relationship strongly supports Wiicken's conclusion 
from the literary evidenccj that Alexander visited the Oasis in the gnise of 
a Greek consultant of the oracle. 

But, If this was the case, what question did he wish to put to the god? 
Here we are left a free field for conjecture, as it is obvious from Arrian’s 
statement (liL 4, 5) that the private proceedings in the temple were not divulged: 
the public greeting by the priests was reportedp but all we know of what 
happened afterwards is that Alexander consulted the oracle and told his com¬ 
panions that he had heard what he wanted. The question to be considered is 
what advice Alexander could have wanted ivhich he would be most likely to 
gel at Siwa: and in this connexion it has to be remembered that the most 
famous Greek oracles were practically bureaux where information of all kinds 
was collected, and many of the enquiries recorded as put to them were obviously 
designed to tap their stores in regard to problems involved in a prospective 
undertaking. 

The task which Alexander had in hand w^as the securing of his western 
frontier. He had gone to Egypt* in the development of his scheme of campaign 
against Persia^ in order to clear his right flank before advancing into the heart 
of his enemies* country.^ had occupied the Nile valley, and was engaged In 
preparing a garrison-towm at Alexandria^ While he was therc^ he naturally 
thought of what risk of attack there might be from outside the valley: and in 
this connexion there ivere two regions to be considered^ Gyrene and the Libyan 
desert. He determined to settle this point—the clo$e3t translation of the expression 
used by Arrian ivould be the modern slang “he had an urge "—and started 
westwards. The problem of Cyrene was promptly solved i it was a Greek 
colony, and welcomed him: envoys met him at the frontier to announce their 
adhesion to his cause. But there still remained the desert* from which raids 
had come in the past, and which had swallowed up the army of Cambyscs: 
and to investigate that it was desirable to go on to Siwa. 

It has been objected to the suggestion made in my previous article that 
Siwa has never been of military importance. If this means as a military station, 
it may be granted: It would be hard to Imagine any circumstances in which 
the occupation of the Oasis in force would assist to secure the Egyptian frontier* 
writhout an expenditure entirely out of proportion to the value of any possible 
results* But it is questionable whether Alexander was in possession of in¬ 
formation which would enable him to judge on this point, at any rate when 
he started from Alexandria: as we have seen, the Egyptians knew little about 
the Oasis, and could probably tell him nolhing except stories of ihe disaster 
of Cambyses: it was not till he met the Cyrenaean envoys at Paraetonium that 
he w'ould be likely to get first hand particulars of the nature and situation of 
Swa: and^ as he had set out with the intention of going there, it w'ould be 
consistent with all w'e know of his character to stick to his plan. Furtheri 
even if the Cyrenaeans told him how the land la)% with full details, it would 
reveal lo him thai, while the Oasis had no value as a defensive post to cover 
the Egyptian frontier^ it was a possible basis for oflensive operations by the 
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desert tribes a^inst that froniieft and some measures needed to be taken to 
check these^ 

Alexander was^ in fact, in a position in some respects comparable to that 
of the English army in Egypt in 1314: and^ as we found k worth while to 
spend a good deal of time and money over the Sheikh of the Senouasip it is 
reasonable to conjecture that he may have seen the advantage of dealing 
simiLarly wiih the priests of Ammon. Ho w'ould learn from the Cyrenaeans 
that Ammon, whose oracle was so famous in GreecOp was also a god of supreme 
authority among the Libyans, and that the priests of the temple were able to 
exercise influence over them: further that, while a military oxpodition against 
the Oasts was a risky undertakings there was no great difhculty in the w^ay 
of a party of pilgrims or peaceable traders going along the regular road. 
So, fortified by precedents, he announced his intention of proceeding to consulr 
the oraclep and duly arrived there: what passed in the secret conference may 
be surmised to have consisted in an arrangement that Alexander should do 
honour to Ammon by a substantial offering, and that the priests should show their 
appreciation by preventing the tribes in their neiglibourliood from raiding Egypt* 
This plaOp if we are right in assuming it as Alexanderis, was successful*—much 
more so than the alternative one adopted by Meheniet Alt of massacring the in¬ 
habitants of Siwa*—and the Libyans ceased to trouble Egypt for over five centuries^ 

The theory that the object of the expedition was primarily military (it is 
fair to call it military, as it formed part of a scheme of military campaign* 
although this particular point was won by diplomacy^ not by force) and that 
the religious part was either incidental or accessory, seems to accord with the 
history of its results* So far as the immediate neighbourhood of Siwa was 
concerned* these w^ere the purely political ones mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph; no one there seems to have taken any interest in the divinity of 
Alexander or to have connected him with Ammon in any act of worship. 
There is however little direct evidence on this point obtainable from the Oasis; 
but in Egypt, where more is available, it all leads to a similar conclusion. 
The Idea of attaching importance to the sonship of Ammon which the priests 
had announced in their greeting to Alexander did not arise in Egypt: so far 
as the records show, Alexander was not worshipped in Egypt as son of 
Ammon or of Amen; it would probably be true to say that he was never 
regarded as a god by the natives in any form. There vras indeed a priesthood 
of Alexander which was inatituded by the Ptolemies, but this was merely 
a Greek court appointment: the names of the priests are scarcely mentioned 
except in the dating formulae of Ptolemaic documents, where they appear side 
by side with those of the priests of the reigning house* and there is no evidence 
that any of these priests, either of Alexander or the Ptolemies* did anything 
more than occupy decorative posts. The artistic representations of *A!exander 
in Egypt, moreover, do not contain that suggestion of a connexion with Ammon 
which IS found elsewhere: the portrait-head adopted as a coin-type there, not 
long after his death, is not given the ram^s horn on the temple which was 
introduced on the coins of Lysimachus, but is covered with a cap in the form 
of an elephant^s head; and this t5^pe* and a more realistic one without any 
adjuncts, were the only ones used by the Alexandrian artists^ 

It is at first sight rather curious that the horned type should have been 
first introduced in Thrace, if it arose from the greeting of the priests at Siwa: 


Alexander and Ammon. 
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but this really emphasizes the point that, so far as there was any religious 
atmosphere about Alexander’s expedition to the Oasts, it was intended to make 
it appear Greek, and interested the Greeks much more than the Libyans or 
Egyptians, It must also be remembered that this type does not represent 
Alexander as the bearded Ammon, but as the youthful Cameius,—fittingly, 
of course, if Carneius was regarded as the son of Ammon,- and that Cameius 
was a definitely Greek deity, whose worship can be traced in the regions where 
Lysimachus ruled, as well as in the Peloponnesus and Cyrene, It was there¬ 
fore not unnatural that when the artists of Lysimachus were told to create 
a portrait-type of Alexander for the coins, especially as it was an innovation 
to place any head except that of a god on a coin, they should mark his 
divinity by an emblem derived from their native Carneius, with whom Alexander 
could be identified on the authority of the priests of Ammon; and this type 
spread over the Aegean area and eastwards into the heart of Asia, though it 
was never officially accepted in Egypt, 

Ammon did, indeed, secure some recognition in Egypt in the Graeco-Roman 
period: but the circumstances of this development have already been discussed 
in my note on “The currency reform of Ptolemy II " (dncienf Egj'pt, igaS, u), 
where 1 suggested that it might be ascribed to the policy of Arsinoe, who 
knew how the connexion between Alexander and Ammon had caught the 
popular fancy in the kingdom of her former husband, and may have hoped 
that it would serve a similarly useful purpose in Egypt, She may have been 
shrewd enough to see that the artificial conception of Sara pis would not get 
hold of the Egyptians,—as in fact it never did,—and have tried to provide 
a substitute in Ammon as a Graeco-Egyptian god. And he did win favour: 
but it was not as the father of Alexander nor as a special state divinity. 

If the worship of Amen as a ram god at Thebes had any connexion with 
Libya, it seems more likely that the borrowing was by Egypt from the west 
rather than the other way. As Sir Flindera Petrie has reminded me, the great 
gods of the Thebaid were primarily Min and the bull of Erment, and . 4 men 
of Thebes was an intruder: and it would accord with this to assume that 
a wave of Libyan settlers brought with them their primitive ram-god and 
established him at Thebes, where political events helped him to a commanding 
position. But there is no trace of a continuous relationship between Thebes 
and Siwa in religious matters, and, if Amen was originally a Libyan immigrant 
in Egypt, he became Egyptianised without much delay. 


J. G. MmNE. 
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The Hittite Empire. By John Garstamc. S", 36+ pp., 53 pis., + 5 figs- ia maps. 
1929 (Constable, 25^-)> 

Anatolia is a land of strong^ contrasts. Fertile beauty on the Aegean 
coast, and a barren salt plain in its heart, utterly dreary and bare of life; 
a flat sheet of rock, ending in the east with immense mountains and precipices, 
which make the Alps seem homely. To this wild land there pushed in from 
Europe a people whose language is most akin to old Latin, at about 1730 
in the Neolithic times before the Early Bronze Age. They advanced until they 
had passed a mountain barrier and two long rivers, and then set up iheir 
capital on the watershed beyond, where they only lay open to a desolate sea, 
the south-east corner of the Euxine. Thus entrenched they spread out their 
dominion far and wide, over all Anatolia, Armenia, and North Syria; sacked 
Babylon in 1925 b.c,, Trent down into Palestine, where they were a large 
element in Jerusalem (“ thy mother was a Hittite " as Ezekiel said), sold land 
to Abram at Hebron, and even left their silver finger rings in the south desert 
at Beth-pelet. Yet these people were unknown fifty years ago, and very 
gradually we are learning somewhat about them. 

Their capital was called Khatti, from which they had the name of Khattian 
or Khity (Heb,) which we render Hittite. It teas founded about zooo a.c., at 
about the middle of the Hyksos domination in Egypt, This influx from Europe 
was later paralleled by the Akhaian movement against Troy (moo B.r.), the 
Kimmerian and Scythtc invasion of Anatolia from Europe in 750, the Celtic 
attack on Pergamos and settlement in Galatia i 3 o b.c. and the Gothic movement 
in the Euxine 270 A.o. About every five centuries Europe pushed over into Asia, 

The contact of Hittite and Egyptian began in the xviiith dynasty. Tarkhun- 
daraush was sending presents to Ameuhetep III, and desiring to marry an 
Egyptian princess. In the next reign there virere more presents, and a proposal 
to renew the old alliance. The revolt in Syria began with an attack by chiefs 
of the lower Litany river upon those higher up, an attack backed by the 
Hittites, who took Amki ("Aramik), south-east of Beyrut ( 5 ^a and Egj-pt, p. 60). 
A descent of the Hittites further into Palestine may well have folloived on this. 
In the Egyptian recovery, Horemheb and Sety I had treaties with the Khita, 
and Sety established Egyptian control. Ramessu II warred with them at Qedesh, 
without taking the city, and in the 3 +th year of his reign he married the 
daughter of the Hittite king, and poetically named his bride “ Dawn," as the 
beginning of an age of peace. 

The allies of the Hittites in attacking Egypt are listed by Prof. Garstang 
and the Egyptian compared with the Greek forms of the names. This Egyptian 
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list has been variously interpreted; writers more familiar with Greek than with 
Syrian geography have tried to fit on classical names, but it seems more 
reasonable, where place names in north Syria agree with the account, to accept 
them. The first form of each name here is the Egyptian, the second classical 
or modern. Kheta, Khity (Heb.): Naharin, Naharain; Aretu, Aradus; Masu 
(or Mausub Gebel Musa near Antioch; Keshkesh, Mt. Kasios (S. of last); 
Pidasa, mi^aaa ** full of springs,” in Cyprus?; Arvvena, Oroanda (Pisidia); Luka. 
Lukioi; Derdeny, Dardaenoi, or else Durdun, Ml. N. of Issus; Qtrqash, iCirkesion; 
Qalrqamesha, Karkemish; Qazauadana. Kataonla; Khilbu, Haleb (Aleppol; 
Akarta (Ugarlt cuneiform), Gcbel Okrad; Qedesh, the capital; Qedi, Phoenicia; 
Anaugas, the store city of Mcgiddo; Mushanata, Musna (40 m E. of Qedesh). 
Thus the Egyptian list begins with the north Syrian coast, goes west toLycia, 
thence it is a long step to Dardania, and the list goes on in north Syria, making 
the Syrian Durdun more likely: from Syria It goes dotvn to Phoenicia and 
Megiddo. The importance of the Khati is proved by their raising allies from 
Lycia to the Euphrates, and from Cappadocia to Haifa, and this entirely to 
defend Qedesh, and not as a plundering party. 

The latest trace of the Khita ia stated by Prof. Garstang to be the KEteiol 
in the Odyssey; but there is a later local survival In the name of a district 
of CUicia, Ketis, which lay along the coast opposite to Cyprus, as recorded 
by Ptolemy (.lirrient Esjyt, igi6, Even later, an interesting question arises 
from a Christian gravestone of the ivth century at Ekrek (now in the Siambul 
^tluseum) which has no Greek Inscription, but one in linear Hittite of debased 
style. It has been stated to be an older Hiitite monument re carved with crosses 
and rosettes; but on very carefully examining It by refiected light there is no 
trace of erasure; it is almost impossible to suppose a great amount of work 
done In sinking the ground to leave crosses in relief, while leaving a pagan 
Inscription and not cutting any Greek epitaph. It strongly suggests that In the 
wild bills betw'een Tyana and Caesarea the use of Hittite hieroglyphs had 
survived into Christian times. 

We have now looked at the general ground of the subject, and turn to 
note how Prof. Garstang has supplied the detail. His work deals with the 
empire rather than with the civilisation of the Hittites. After an historical 
outline, the nature of the country is described, the road system, and the com¬ 
munication with lands around. The site of the capital is described with plans 
and views, fully outlining the results of the German excavation. The rock 
sanctuary with its processions of figures is well illustrated in detail, and dis¬ 
cussed. The conclusion is that it represents the divine marriage of a god and 
his ibllowera, forty-two In all, with a goddess and her priestesses, twenty-one 
in all. Among the figures behind the god are two minor deities, and among 
the followers there arc the high priest with the lltuus and five officials, 
apparently the axe bearer, the scribe, and other functionaries. The end is 
brought up by twelve guardsmen bearing sclmetars {khepesk). The goddess 
has her youthful son behind her hearing the double axe, and two goddesses 
of the city of the double eagle; others have no attributes. 

After these central monuments the others of this age on the plateau are 
described. Among the sculptures of Eyuk is that of a man playing a guitar, 
-which has numerous frets and a fiddleshaped body pierced with ten holes. 
The elks with palmate horns are shown as in Siberian art. Next are described 
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the coast lands and Taurus rang^e with their antiquities; the Hittite cities of 
north Syria, Sinjerli, Sukje-Geuzi and Carchemish. It is only at the latter that 
a, continuous history has been traced, beginning with a long Neolithic age, 
followed by the building of the Hittite city at about iSoo a second Hittite 
period was ended in iioo by a great invasion from the north-west, and a third 
period extended to the final overthrow in 604 b.c. Other cities with Hittite 
remains are described, such as Qedcsh, but so little has been excavated in this 
region that scarcely any details are known. In southern Syria there is the 
great site of Hazor; and remains at Beth-shan, Shechera, Jerusalem, and 
Beth-pelet. 

The w'hole work is a valuable and readable account of the country and 
fixed moimmeiits; it needs now equally full detail of the portable antiquities, 
the pottery, bronzes^ weapons, seals, weights, and a statement of the results 
from the cuneiform Hittite literature, and of the attempts at reading the hiero¬ 
glyphics^ AU this would give vitality to the framework ivhich is described. 
Have these things been published? Have they been preserved? Has there not 
been a disregard of everything except sculptures and tablets? Would not 
a clearance of the Khatti rock sanctuary with trowel and sieve give some 
fresh results? It looks as if we still needed a real archaeological search of the 
sites; meanwhile Prof. Garstang has given us a great outline, waiting to be 
filled up. 

Smut duj dent Stein. By H. G. Evers. 4*"- Vol. 1 , 117 pp„ 14S pis. 40J. 
Vol. II, isq pp., ih pis- 3 (m. (Bruckmann, Munich), 1929. 

None of the many albums of Egyptian Art that have appeared in recent 
years is of such critical value as thb. and none so reasonable in price. Above 
all, the photographs have been taken in the plane of the profile, and not opposite 
the car foreshortening the profile. It is entirely a study of the Middle Kingdom 
sculpture, covering four or five dynasties. There follows in volume 1 a general 
review of the sculpture from the beginning. In volume II is a minute analysis 
of the variations of all the details, with many plates and text figures. This 
work is, in short, a scientific study fully documented, and not merely a publisher’s 
picture book. 

The series begins with a yellow limestone statuette of a seated king, 
unnamed. The face is peculiarly full and wide, without thick lips (PI- i and 
vol. II pi. viii). It is considered to belong to the viith-xth dynasties, but we 
may rule out the vii-viii period as being under Syrian kings. Another face, 
from Bubastis, is of the same type and expression, in II xii. This is tentatively 
thought to belong to mid xil, but it is not like any of that family of kings. 
There is some resemblance to the Mentuhetep princess pi. xi, and it might be 
an ancestor of that family; Mentuhetep HI (ix) might belong to the same tj^e 
strengthened by the finer type such as that in vii. This same type underlies 
the face of Amenemhat I (xvii). 

A fragment of Uahka is placed here (xxi) under Senusert I, and a torso 
of Uahka II under Amenemhat 11 , without any absolute dating. But it Is im¬ 
possible to bring this family of Qau into the xiith dynasty. There is not one 
instance of the name Uahka in the xiith dynasty. Conversely there are 
159 names associated with the name Uahka on steles, but only a single one 
of the common xiith dynasty type with Amen or Mentu. These Uahka names 
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are linked with the Ivth-vith dynasties rather more than with the xiith—xiitth. 
This historic value of names is treated, with full lists, in, Ancient E^ypt, 1914* 7 ^- 
The Uahka family in the xth dynasty shows its ancestry of the xiith dynasty, 
as a son of Uahka I was named Senusert, The physiognomy of Amenerahat I 
is that of the wide*faced Egyptian type ( 5 , JtvLi) which is probably that of the 
Meotuhetep family: the Uahka ancestry of the name Senusert therefore points 
to Amcnemhat having married a Uahka heiress, and so united the powerful 
Uahka family of Qau with the Mentuhetep family of Thebes. It is to be 
observed that the xitih dynasty in Manetho does not begin with Amenemhat 
but with Senusert I; his father was reckoned as being of the previous line. 

We now enter on the great scries of the xiith dynasty kings, and have 
here a better assembly than has yet been made for discussing their differences 
of feature. Without a large number of photographs it is impossible to demonstrate 
the points to be observed, but an outline of the position may be given here. 
The fashion of labelling every unnamed head of this age as Amenemhat HI is 
absurd, for there is no resemblance between most of the foundlings. It is 
needful to require an inscription date for each head that is relied on for com¬ 
parisons; many of those published with names attached have no authority of 
cartouches. In the following account small Roman numbers refer to vol. 1 
of Evers. 

Amenemhat I, according to his only statue (xvil Tanis) and his only relief 
(Koptos) was of a full-faced jovial type of the native Egyptian stock. 

Senusert 1 was very different, and this must be ascribed to his mother of 
the Uahka family. His named figures are the Lisht statues (xxvii—ix), tw'O 
Kamak colossi (xxxiv), the Memphis statue (xiiv) and the Uisbt wooden 
figures (xlvi). His characteristics are a w’lde dual chin, with a very energetic 
and rather severe face. From the profile and other details it seems that to 
him we must assign the two great Bubastite statues (cxlii—vi) and some of 
the Tanis sphinxes (cxxi-iii), if, indeed, these do not belong to his Uahka 
ancestors. 

Amcnemhat II was marked by a short face, large eyes, arched brow, 
round chin, and smiling features. The Parts sphinx (xlviii-1) is the only dated 
figure of him. Of undated heads there seem to be the Karnak. sphinx (xxxiii), 
the Alexandria statue (xxxvi), and the Tanis sphinxes (exxiv-v). 

Senusert H does not seem to have remaining a single head in the round, 
and only a small relief {Lahun II xviii) gives a profile. Of the three statues 
attributed to him ilxiv-ix) all have been stolen by Rameasu II and none have the 
no.so complete, so there is only conjecture for their attribution. Heads of the 
same type are in Berlin 17551 (cxxxiii), which agree fairly with the Lahun 
profile, and perhaps the Vienna bust (IE xiii): the straight thin lips of the 
Copenhagen head (Ixix) seem to descend from his mother (?) the princess from 
Abydos (li), and the old king with rounded sunken eyes HI xii) is the 

same man. 

Senusert HI has left a distracting variety of statues, at first sight very 
different. The harmonizing of these requires the view that he was not of 
strong constitution, and fell into serious illness in later life; the sunken eyes 
of the Medamud head (Ixxxvi) and the drawn-down mouth of the Deir el Bahri 
figures (txxxiii-v) show- this deep-seated illness, like the mouth of the iate 
Lord Curzon. The droop of the mouth is exaggerated in photographs taken 
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below ihe face, as the cheeks slope back from the mid line. A marked feature 
in the heads of later age is the puffiness in the check that descends diagonally 
from the inner comer of the eye. This is seen in the New York sphinx, the 
Karnak colossus (Cairo 41011), and the Deir el Bahri head (Ixxxv). The earliest 
head b that from Medaroud (Ixsvii), which is far from robust: the mouth repeats 
the grandmother’s (?) of Abydos (li). The falling in of the face is marked by 
the sharp ang^le of the cheek bone in Ixxxiv. 

To resume, along with the unnamed heads:—The Medamud statue is the 
earliest (Ixxvii) with straight mouth; the Medamud fragment (Ixxxvii) is rather 
later. The diagonal puffiness in the face follows in the Kamak colossus (Ixxx—i); 
it shows in the Vienna head (Ixxxix-xci), on one from Medamud (xcLL), the 
Copenhagen head fexi-ii), and the diorite sphinx (Ixxviii-ix). The mouth droops 
in the Deir el Bahiri head (Ixxxiv-v), and the fish offerers (cxxix); the eyes 
begin to fall In and be rounded (Ixxxiii): lastly the eyes become deeply sunk 
and round, on the Medamud head (Ixxxvi), and the Hildesheim fragment 

nxxxviit). 

Amcnemhat III has only five named statues; the youthful one from Hawara 
(cii—iv), two shrines from Hawara (TI p, 111 and Labj^rinth xxiii), the fine middle- 
aged figure from Memphis (Berlin cat. iiai), and the old figure from Karnak 
(cxxxi-ii). The characteristics are, a wide flat face, straight mouth, slight lips, 
straight nose, and a weak unenergetic expression. Closely like the Hawara 
figure is a head at University College (Attc. Eg, 1914. + 3 ) with similar features 
but too narrow a jaw, and a yet more patient air of inactivity. In view of 
these it is hard to believe in the head from Kom ei Hisn (ci), though it was 
found with a headless figure of Amenemhat III. But it might be a boy of 
14 years who grew up to be an invalid man of 3 o, as in the University College 
head. The jaw in both is too narrow for Amenemhat HI, but the resemblance 
to him suggests that these may be of bis son Amenemhat IV. The rest of the 
heads which have been so thoughtlessly assigned to Amenemhat III, without 
any resemblance, have been here placed with the kings to whose types they 
mast nearly approach. 

The portraits ofNeferhetep (cxliii) are of the same type as Amenemhat III, 
and much like the princess of Abydos (li) who brought in the delicate mouth 
to the robust early strains. Mermashau (cxlvi-viii) was of a very different breed. 
We here trace the types long persisting in a family, as they may be traced 
in the English kings. The thin ascetic type of Henry HI, Edward I, U and HI, 
was upset by the burly Flemish Philippa of Hainault. The Black Pnnee. 
Richard 11 , and Henry V and VI. kept the old type, but Henry IV bad the 
Flemish type. Even later both types yet appear; Edward IV, his daughter 
Elizabeth and her son Henry VIII are of the Flemish type, while Richard Ul, 
Henry VU, and Elizabeth, kept up the ascetic type. 

The history of the Egyptian kings shows steady decadeQce after Senusert I, 
the brilliant product of the mixture of Egyptian with the Gaik Uahka. After 
Senusert II the family were rapidly falling off in stamina. The condition of 
Egypt seems to reflect the family vigour; the work under Senusert I b the 
finest, and the last two or three reigns did despicably. 

'Die text of this volume deals with the general development of Egyptian 
Art, from the first dynasty, and discusses the plates. This is more of an abstract 
appreciation, without touching the questions of history, of race, of family types, 
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or individual KveSp so that it does not add to our histodcal view. Unfortunately 
the Uahka monuments arc placed too late, and the confusion of false attributions 
to Amenemhat III is unchecked. 

The second volume is purely technical in its study of all the variations of 
detail, such as the alternations of colours* the forms of the head-cloth, the 
pi^-tail, and the ribbing of the doth. In all this detail no notice is taken of 
the diBFerent kinds of stone; each kind was used by its own local schooh and 
it b likely that certain patterns would belong to different localities and be used 
at the same time. Certainly the style of carving was local, differing according 
to the material. The forms of crowns are traced, the shape of the uraeus on 
the head, the female hair-dressing, the beard, the necklaces, body ornaments, 
girdle patterns, armlets, and the position of the hands. The ox-tail dress of 
the king is described of various dates, the form of throne, place of inscription, 
the sandals, reliefs carved on thrones and the form of cartouche. The types of 
steles are described, and the details of sphinx forms. Lastly come remarks on 
the details of monuments in each reign. 

All of this is elaborately done, and most useful for reference: hut it covers 
so short a period that local varieties are likely to be more important than 
variety in age* This study is a first step, of which the results will not be 
gathered until each great period is similarly treated for comparison. We hope 
that Dr. Evers will carry this work forward in the other periods, and so give 
a full apparatus for dating. 

7 he Composition of Judges is to I Kings if, ^6. By Harold &I. WiEKERi 

40 pp* (HinriebSp Leipzig, 19^9)* 

The sad murder of Mr. Wiener by an Arab fanatic gives special interest 
to this last publication of hb* It b a great loss to sane criticism that we shall 
have no longer his ready Hebrew and legal training for the rational judgment 
on the origin and compilation of ancient documents. As a friend to all research in 
Palestine* and to the future amenities of the parties there, he will be greatly missed. 

The present study examines the composition of the historical books which 
record the period between the death of Joshua and the accession of Solomon. 
Before entering on it we may here notice the relative proportion of such 
writings referring to the different periods, as thb bears on the date of the 
formatiou of the gtscecssive sections. The proportiouate number of columns of 
print to each ten years Is as follows:— 

Judges 4'o 

Saul * . * ..* * 15^6 

David *«.**.*«** t6'i 
S olomon 7-7 

To fall of Samaria .... 

To fall of Jerusalem - . * r'6 

Clearly here the period of Saul and David was written up by a con¬ 
temporary, as it is on even double the scale of history of the more glorious 
age of Solomon: the dearth af writing, later, is very marked. This seems 
entirely to preclude any writer m the later Monarchy for the Davidic history, 
and it gives further ground for accepting Mr, Wieneris position which we now 
proceed to summarbe. 
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The discrepancies in the narratives of the5»e historical books shoiiv that 
separate documents have been compiled, but the extreme disintegration by 
Ewald and others has far exceeded the evidence* The plan is noted of marking 
in the text such material as we should place in a footnote, by its having 
placed after it a repetition of the previous clause; this b like our resuming, 
after a digression, with ** as I was saying."* After these structural remarks the 
main narrative of Saul and David is assigned as being probably by the prophet 
Nathan, and b here called the N. narrative. The passages which link together 
by reference, by implications, and by party views, arc these noted. Starting 
from the middle of David’s reign the links are traced backward and forward, 
finally the N, document b listed as being composed of Jud. ix, I Sam- xvi 14—25; 
xvin 6—16, 20—2g; xixg-iy; xxia-io; xxiid-xxtii t 5 ;xxv ib-xxviiia; xxix-xxxi. 
II Sam, i i-s, II, 12, i7“V 3 , 6-1 a; vi, vit, ix-xx. I Kings, i, u. This document 
is apparently what is noted as the “ history of Nathan the prophet ^ in 
I Cbr* xxix 29; II Chr. ix 29- The history of Abimelech, in Judges, is brought 
in solely on account of one reference by David, which seems hardly sufficient 
to link it as a part of this consecutive history. 

The second main source is a narrative which pays attention to Gad the 
seer, and may be by a follower of his. The passages are 1 Sam, xvii 12— 3 1, 
xviii 17-19, xxi ii-xxii j, xxiii 14-xxiv, xxviii 3-25; II Sam. viii. The difference 
of method in N. and G. suggests that G. wished to suppress the discreditable 
events, and was occupied with statements of booty and preparation for the 
Temple building, which had been postponed by N. G, is also hostile to the 
family of Saul, It is considered that this account was written between 940 
and 900 B.C* in order to supersede N. Both versions are clearly Judaean, and 
not in the interest of Samaria, 

Most of the present paper is occupied in discussing details of the additions 
to N. and G. The investigation of the book of Judges is very tentative; the 
earlier part is considered to agree best with the conditions before 75a B,c,: 
the later part is looked on as due to Hezekiah, some thirty years later. The 
whole of this is too complex and uncertain for a summary. 
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Zeitschri/t fUr dgyptische Spracke. VoLLXIII, Part i, 19^7- 

JuNK^i H .—Von der agjytiscken Bmtkunst des Alten Reiches. This article 
consists of two lectures on 0-K. architecture: 

(i) Changes in S0-te during theO.K. and (2) The development 0/ the Gkeh Afustaba. 

The writer concludes that the original ivth dynasty type of mastaba does 
not represent a continuous de’irelopment, but ivas constructed in relation to the 
style of the whole siigp the advanced type of stone masiaba already in existence 
being set aside and a return made to more pritnitive forms. Fuithert that the 
appearance of variations within the ivth dynasty and of new forms in the follow'ing 
period is not to be regarded as developments but rather as a breaking-through 
of suppressed types. For dating purposes^ any serious departure frora the normal 
is an indication of later date^ but the occurrence of certain elements alone, such 
as false door or serdab^ affords no clue to datings Mastabas must not be com-^ 
pared one wdth anotherp but must be considered in relation to the whole site in 
which they stand, 

ReoclinchauseSp H- V* — -Rechtspro^l und Unksprt^l in der Zeichenkunst der alien 
Why in Egyptian art was the human figure normally represented as 
seen from the right side, and looking towards the spectator's right? The Tvritcr 
finds the solution of this problem in the righlhandedtiess of the person depictedp 
in conjunction with the observance of certain rules of drawing for the position 
of arms and legs and the avoidance of a back view and of the crossing and 
diminution of limbs. For the “ conceptional ” principles of Egyptian art could 
have been equally satisfied by the left profile. In cases tvhere it is necessaty 
to show the subject from the left side (a.5 on the right side of a tomb door)* 
considerations of symmetry apparently demand the holding of tools or weapons 
Or insignia in the wrong hand« It is seen on closer scrutiny that this difficulty 
has been overcome^ and fidelity to nature preserved, by various devices such as 
drawing the band holding the object as a right band even though it terminates 
a left arm; if the arm and hand matchp tbo object may be represented as 
passing behind the owner’s back, or a garment may be shown as worn by 
a person dravrn from the right side. 

Bissino^ Fr, W, V*— Totenpapj^os eines GoUesvaiers des This is a short 

report on a photograph of a funerary papyrus which was submitted to the 
writer for his opinion by a dealer^ 
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AiiT, AilDrmcht.—D/ f asiotischen Ce/aftrzonen in den Achtuagstexten der XL Hy- 
nasiie. Though Sethe was able to draw important historical conclusions from 
the names of the Egyptian rebels cursed in the M.K, texts which he published 
recently/ none can be drawn from the names of the African and Asiatic rulers 
in the lists, until more exact details are available from other records* The writer 
proceeds, therefore, from the names of places and countries mentioned. He 
localizes the danger rone of chiefs and their followings in the near 

neighbourhood of Egypt up to and including S. Palestine. This would account 
for the nearest neighbour of Egypt 5n the xLiih dynasty being fimu' (the capital 
of which he has elsewhere shown to be Lydda), which is not included in the 
danger zones; the intermediate area would have been meanwhile subdued. 

S-reuwE, W,—/trn „&nb MeJ-dfesuKt" nnd die XIX, Dj-nastie Manetfios. 
By two ingenious suggestions the writer is able to make bfanetho s list for the 
xixth dynasty agree with the list obtained from the monuments. He holds that 
this much-disputed word in a passage ofTheon of Alexandria is really a king's 
name, and that it represents Memepthah, a name of Seti 1- Th e name 

in Manetbo’a list he regards as representing not Seti but a name for 

Elameses II. If (the emendation suggested by Lepsiua) is really Seti I 

Memepthah, then the year i3jS falls in his reign and we thus have a new 
“ Sothis date ** for fixing the dates of the kings of the sixth dynasty. 


Sethe, Kurt,— a!s Ichneumon. ^d (of which the early form was 

presumably *nd) is shown to be the Egyptian name for the ichneumon, an animal 
sacred to Atum of Heliopolis and to the Sun god, who is also called 

This animal w-ages war on snakes, and nearly always kills them. To this fact 
Sethe suggests it may owe its name, even as the Sun god may owe his name 
of ‘‘uff to his victory in the form of an ichneumon over the Apophis serpent 
Daressy, Ann, dit Sem, id, 116 ff-, “ Ka changed himself into an ^d animal... 

to fell the Apophis snake ,,.’')* Moreover the name M for the nome of Helio¬ 
polis may have some connection ivith the same fact, even though *nd is 
more likely to mean “ uninjured ruler ” in this case than *- Ruler Ichneumon." 


Junker, H.— Die Stele des Uo/arztes Irj, This is a full account of a stele 
of unusual interest ivhich w'as found in igud in the cemetery West^ of the 
pyramid of Khufu. It had probably been brought there from another site, and 
its place of origin is uncertain* It may date to the end of the O.K, or even 
later, say xth dynasty. The interest lies in the names and titles mentioned in 
the inscriptions; the titles show' the advanced state of medicine m Egypt at 
this period, as the ow'ner w‘as not merely a court physician but also a specialist 
in several branches. In the space of nine short lines of text the Qwme^ 

by three names and nine titles The names are jOs- || and i uT | 



The combined name is read by Junker as “ Pepi-en-ankh whose 


• Die Aehlung fiirtdtkher Furitt«, Viihtr ui>d />?«£< air/ altds^^jtiichen TongtfiifiKherbett den 
MiUlerm Jieidies [MhJiinitti>tgen der Pre«fi. Atmd., phit-hht. Kt.. *gi6. Now 5), 
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befiutifuL name b a reading which elucidates other difScuU com¬ 

binations, The nickname in this case is an abbreviation of the “ beautifut ^ not 
the family name. Of the titles, some Indicate rank or seniority; others (e-g. 
“ court oculist,** and some which are rather obscure) show that this court 
physician was a specialist in several branches. The latter titles indicate that 
there were specialists already in the O.K. in moat of the departments of medicine 
mentioned by Herodotus ( 11 * 84)* and the author supplies one of the two missing 

in this stele by auggesting that or means dentist- 


EbbelLp B,— Die dgjytischen Krankheitsnamea^ Four more Egyptian names of 
diseases are identified: 

= gangreno us absce^ (secretion) or such like, 
O ^ ^ _ cancer uteri. 

= swelling of the lymphatic glands. 
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KeeSj Hejimasx.— -Texlkr7iisi:he Kieinigkeiten^ 

1. ip^ i(it rc. r Jo **curje* to condemn someone^” The writer substitutes this 
translation for the expres$ion which occurs in a passage in Admonitions and in 
The /rtsIrifC/FOfjj jfor King Merikara respectively* (For the former passage see 
Admomtions, p. 7B and Erman, Uteratur dcr Agjyter [19^3]* p. 145 j for the latter, 
J.E-A. Ip p. and Erman, oj?* df., p. iia,) The expression also occurs in curses 
of the xxiind and xxvth dynasties against desecrators of tombs and monuments. 
In the old religious texts, particularly the Pyramid Texts (e.g. Pyr. 1299 b and 
255b-c)t the expression construed with n has the opposite meaning of con¬ 
gratulate, greet, or hail. 

2, A maxim 0/ the Hcradeopoiitan period. In Pap. Petersburg 1116 A, redo 
occurs a remarkable passage to the effect that he who i$ wealthy does not 
deal partially ,,, the poor man ... iuclmes tow^ards ihe possessor of rewards,'^ 
(See J,E.A. I, p, a6.) The same thought and some of the same phrases occur 
also in btographical rnsenptions of the beginning of the xiith dynasty, and were 
obviously quoted from this maxim. Kees considers that the sentence must be 
alder than the early years of the xiith dynasty, and that there is accordingly 
good support for the opinion that the Petersburg /njJrwirJmifs and other w^orks 
“which claim to have been written In the Heracleopolltan period actually were 
written then—a view which considerably affects our estimate of the xiiih dynasty 
as the golden age of classic literature. 

CzERMAX, WiLKELM*^— Rt^^thmus und Umbildting im Agj^tisch-Koptischen. This 
is a lecture delivered in Hamburg in September 1926 to a meeting of Orientalists, 
and is extremely difhcult to summarize. In his own summing-up the lecturer 
remarks that he has not indeed offered his audience anything really new* for 
it would be carrying coals to Newcastle if one ’were to explain what rhythm 
and transformation in Egyptian are. His aim was merely to indicate the value 
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of a synthesis which connects sense and form and interprets physiological facts 
psychologically, thereby animating the material with the spirit within it. Phonetics 
and rhythm, style, syntax, grammar, and the history of a language are indeed 
one at bottom and cannot be separated from the spiritual and cultural history 
of the race. He believes that by the method indicated some light is perhaps 
thrown on the position of the vowels in the individual phrases, which may 
increase our knowledge of grammaticai forms. 

Tnx, Walter. —Bemerkungen tind Erganzungen m den achmhnisckea Text- 
amgahen. The following texts are dealt with in this article: SteindorfF, Die 
Apakalypse des Etias (TUN.F. II, 3 a): Carl Schmidt. Gesgrache Jesu mit semen 
Jikngem nack der Atijetstehimg (TU Series IH. vol. i 3 ): Carl Schmidt, Der erste 
Cteinensbrie/ in aitketpiischer Ubersetzmig (TU Series III, vol- a); Friedrich Rosch, 
Bruchsiacke des ersten Oemettsbrie/es; E. Lacau, Textet copies en dialecles akkmi- 
jnfque ei sahidique. 


Afiscell^ttea. 

Setme, Kurt.— ZaiM Namen Pharbaithos, Sethe here shours how Horbeit is 
derived from ati Egyptian prototype wo"* Horns of the 

Two Eyes ” = Pharbaithos, 

Sethe, Kurt.— Zu X Z. 62 . S 3 f. Sethe cannot accept Gunn’s derivation of 
the word (j ^ offered in the above number of the Zei/jcftri/jf. 

Schott, Sieckrieb.—ZJ/ e Zeremonte des ^erbrechens det roten T'SpJe. Sethe s 
reading of the curses on broken M.K. pots' enabled him to interpret a passage 
in the Pyramid Texts which bad hitherto been unintelligible. Two parallel 
passages—Pyr. it3 (it4) and 61 +b, c (d)—are now shown to confirm this dis¬ 
covery. The “ hard Eye of Homs ” seems to be the club with which the king 
was to perform the symbolic act of shattering the pots, which was to terrorize 
the enemy. 

To the above contribution Sethe appends two tomb records of the ceremony 
of breaking the red pots. In the light of the Pyramid Texts he shows that 
breaking the pots after the ceremony of offerings was intended to show enemies 
what their fate would be if they attempted hostilities to the dead. 

L. B. E. 

BulicHn of the Museum of the Fine AftSt Boston. Oct. 19 ^ 9 ’ 

Ressner, G.—Ancient Egjytian Forts at Semna and LYottarii. There are eight 
of these forts from Semna'to Buhen, the names of which arc on a papyrus 
from the Raroesseura. Though noticed by travellers, none had been excavated. 
Dr. Reisner did Semna East, then Lt. Comm. Wheeler did Semna West, and 
next Uronarti. There has long been a difficulty about the high Nile records 
of the xhth-xhith dynasties at Semna, as they are twenty-five feet above the 


* (R^rercoee given updcr Albicclati article,) 
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present high Milo. An examination of the whole breadth of the channel shows 
that the breaking down of the western side, by undermining below, has made 
a much lower barrier; before that collapse the Nile was ponded back and stood 
much higher, so that it flowed through the narrows up to the levels of the 
records. The purpose of a record up here is supposed to be for watching the 
river, to regulate the time for passage of the cargo boats. 

The brickwork of the forts was stabilized by building in beams; the com¬ 
bination of brick and timber would best prevent undermining, as the logs lie 

both parallel and across the walls. The w'ater supply was protected by covered 
sunk gangways extending down to low Nile level. The inscriptions on the 
rocks have been copied, 141 in all, many of them not recorded before. The 
occupation in the xviiith dynasty left some remains, including two bronze 
menats like that in Kahim x, 77 but with a head of Isis in place of Sekhmet 

Palestine Exploration Fund, Quarterly Statement, Oct. 

Grant, E.— flauer/ord College excarations at Pelh Sheniesk The P.E,F. 

had worked here before the War, but had the misfortune to get on a Byzantine 
Convent instead of early remains. The present work was at the opposite side 
of the Tell, The first part was on ground outside, in order to clear space for 

a dump; the soil was about 14 feet deep, and reached down to a cemetery. 

Deep shafts descending to a cave had been filled up with burials of different 
ages. Hyksos cylindrical oil flasks, Egyptian alabaster and Cypriote vases of 
mid xviiith dynasty, Philistine bowls of rather later date, all came out from 
successive burials and are figured here. Scarabs were found, but are not 
illustrated here. In the town an earlier burial cave was found under the floor 
of a house and stretching under the city wall, apparently early Hyksos by the 
account. 

CRmvFooT, J. W.— Discorerj' of a ^nagogue at Jerash. During the clearance 
of the early churches there was found, beneath one, a synagogue pavement. 
The Hebrew inscription in the mosaic named the benefactors, but no date is 
stated; it must have been before 5^0 a.i>. the date of the superimposed church. 

Gasroo, D .—Excavations in the Mugbaret-el^Wad near Atfilit, This Cave 
promises to give a stratified series of deposits. A mtcrolith group was found 
with skeletons, —four adult, six children. Under that a Mousterian group which 
extended over all the chamber. In the microlith group wa-s found a pebble 
roughly carved as a human head. In the inner chamber w*ere strata, of Bronze 
Age to recent 60 c.m., Microlithic 10 cm.. Upper Palaeolithic HI 70 c.m.. Middle 
Aurlgnaclan &o C,M., Upper Palaeolithic I 40 c.M., Mousterian, depth unknown. 

Complrr Rendus, igzg, Jan.—March, 

Vallois, R,— Temple Delien d^Arsinoe Philadelphe, Oenochocs are found, 
bearing a figure pouring libation on an altar, and the name of an Egyptian 
queen, from Arsinoe Philadelphos to Berenike II. Athenaeus states that Ptolemy 
made portraits of Arsinoe. The various offerings in the temple are recorded 
in the inventories of 156-146 b.c. 
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April-June. 

The excavations of Herr SeJlin at Shechem have discovered a rampart 
guarding' two palaces^ with large gateways, and a temple. The plan recalls 
Hittite work at Carchemish and ZlnjorU. The date is about ig00-1200 b.c,; 
over that is an Israelite stratum of 1200—600 b.c. and Hellenistic houses of 
300-50 B.C. 

p. 90. The work at Byblos in the spring of igiS is considered to show that 
the temple which is represented on a coin of Macrinus is not that now known, 
but was a purely Roman temple. Near the early temple is a grotto which 
w'as doubtless the primitive sanctuary. 

The Oriental Institute of the Universitj' of CAicngn. 

1. A “ general circular No. 2 ” has appeared, giving an account of the various 
w'orks due to the enterprise of Prof. Breasted. The Oriental Institute, like the 
British Museum, has been profiting by the leakage from the French work in Syria, 
probably from Byblos, A fine pectoral of Ametiemhat III and “ other fine examples 
of the goldsmith’s art ” are now in Chicago. Ihe gifts of American millionaires 
result in the great library and institute for students at Luxor, the vast clearance 
of Megiddo In Palestine, the prehistoric survey in Egypt and western Asia, 
a Mesopotamian, and a Hittite expedition. When we see English millionaires 
leaving half their wealth to be seized by the T^easll^)^ one regrets their blindness 
in not using it for researclies during their lifetime. 

The paintings of the 1st century at Dura, unique in the history of art, 
have now been destroyed by the Arabs, and only survive in the American 
publication. The Prehistoric Survey has been at work up the Nile, Mr. Sandford 
continuing the research w'hich he began for our British School in Egypt. 
At Thebes the sculptures of the only complete temple, that of Rameses Ill at 
Medinet Habu, are being copied by drawing over a photographic basis. The 
publication of this is expected to fill six voluroea. The plan of the palace of 
Rameses III, adjoining the temple, has been cleared. Another enterprise is the 
copying of all the early religious texts from wooden coffins. 

The Megiddo expedition has happily passed into the direction of Mr. Guy, 
formerly of the Palestine Museum, who is conscientiously keeping his large 
staff on preparing publication of what has been already done, before excavating 
further. The deplorable lack of publication of American work will at least be 
redeemed at this most important site. Nearly half of it is bared down to the 
level of Solomon’s great stables; all the history of the Canaanite civilisation 
will be the work of the next generation. The Hittite expedition is working 
out a great tell which provides a series of the successive periods, and will 
thus give a foundation for Hittite archaeology. 

The Central Institute at Chicago is undertaking a complete Assyrian 
dictionary, and also preparing material for a critical Syriac version of the 
Old Testament, as being a valuable check on the transmission of the Hebrew. 
We can but rejoice to see so much needful work being so fully carried on; 
but what of England? The British School in Jerusalem is denuded of its 
government support of £500 a year, not a tenth of what it should have, and can 
scarcely survive; our own British School of Egyptian Archaeology must reduce 
its output in future if the bare expenses of its workers are not provided. 
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2. Explorations^ in Ilittke As^ia Minor. By. H. H. vok der 0 ^>tes. 104 pp* 1927* 
The author during- a summer searched over the heart of the Hittite Empire 
with a motor car. This was done for seeking^ Hittite settlements, which are 
dated by the fragments of pottery on the surface. In the town mounds there 
are usually six or seven periods^ superposed* dating from before 2000 bx. 
The principal guides to sites w-ere the various names of ruins. An Egyptian 
statuette of a Middle Kingdom vezier was found. The region inland from 
Amisus (Samsun) tvas fairly covered, and a hundred photographs arc given, 
mostly of sices and remains. Everywhere the Turkish authorities wore helpful, 
and “ there are few places in the world where one can travel as safely as in 
Anatolia.'* 

3 . First report of the Prehistoric Survey Expedition. By K. S. SAsoroRD 
and W. J. AitXEi.t.. 3app* 192^. Dr. Sand ford's ivork for the British School had 
brought to light the various high level terraces of the Nilet at 100 feet over 
the present river lie the Chellean implements^ at 50 feet the Acheulian, at 
3 o down to 10 feet the Mousterian, curiously like the leveh of such Sint work 
in the Thames valley. After this discovery for our School Dr. Sand ford was 
engaged by the Chicago Institute to continue prehistoric researches. 

The filling up of the valleys at Thebes to 3 00 feet above the river is 
described as evidence of the extent of the Nile estuary at that levels as pre¬ 
viously figured in ig^Sf pp- It is interesting to see 

fully accepted the parallelisitL of the European and the Egyptian series of flint 
types, which w^as looked on as a rash assumption ten years ago. Our latest 
work has produced types in South Palestine absolutely similar to those in 
Norfolk. 

The report of Chicago work is occupied with the difficulties and accidents 
of driving two cars from Cairo to Aswaut and back to Qeneh and the Red 
Sea, ending up at Thebes. The important fact of finding worked flint flakes 
in gravels on the Red Sea coast is stated; but all other results appear 10 be 
reserved from the public. 

4. The Excavation of Armageddon. By Clarence S. Fj$heic 7fi pp. 

This g-reat enterprise of the clearance of the site of Megiddo will probably 
occupy thirty or forty yen-irs. It has been begun on a large scale, and the 
volumes of results novr in preparation will deal with about a sixth of the site 
during the ages from 900 to 3 oo bx. 

The first stage was the clearance of part of the cemetery area at the foot 
of the mound, in order to provide ground for dumping the earth removed from 
the mound. In the course of this some cave tombs were found, in one which 
were twenty-eight scarabs of late Hyksos age. One third of them are identical 
with types found at Beth-pelet; they are rather diverse in period, which may 
be expectedk as the cave tvas over thirty feet across (now entirely collapsed], 
and it was doubtless used during a long period and contained many graves. 
Another tomb contained ledge-handle jars of the earlier period. 

This part of the cemetery being cleared, the earth removed from the bill 
could be shot down on to it, and a large dump heap Is being formed. Eventually 
the whole depth of ruins on the hill will have to be spread out around it, 
down to the level of the natural top of the hill. The area now cleared is 
about a fifth of the hill top, or a seventh of the area lower down, and perhaps 
a quarter of the depth has been removed^ The cleared area is bare down to 
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the great stables of Solomon. These are buildings, each with a broad paved 
gangway down the middle, where chadots could be stacked. On either side are 
a dote It stone pillars for tethering horses which stood outside of the gangway; 
and between the pillars are atone troughs all along, for feeding the horses* 
The great interest of the place will appear when the levels of the flourishing age 
of 1500 B.C. are opened. 

5. Natsox. H. H. Medinet Habti 19*4-8. 1 This is an account of the systematic 
Hoelscbes.W. Architectural Survey, / copying of the great sculptures on 
the temple. Photographs are taken, then enlarged as blue prints; these prints 
are then compared with the sculpture and pencilled. The outlines are drawn 
in ink. the paper is bleached, and blue prinis are made from the ink drawing. 
These can then be checked over in detail by the epigraphers at the wall. When 
revision is ended there is as complete a copy as can now be obtained. 
Dr, Nelson, the chief, has eleven assistants beside native boys. In addition 
there is a survey department of Prof. Hoelscher and two assistants, so that 
flfteen skilled workers are on the site. Research has grown since the days at 
“ Medum " where one worker had to fnlfil all details of facsimile copying and 
excavating, but only America will afford such staffs. The great Roscnwald 
library at Thebes is an invaluable aid to workers there. 

An outline is given here of the historical crisis in the hfediteiTanean at 
the time of Ramessu III. The general account of the walls and sculptures 
describes the presence of painting on the sheltered parts [there w'erc traces in 
1887 on the captives at the front], which had supplied much detail that is now 
lost on the outer walls. The frequent changes by artists after the carving was 
done, are now all revealed by the plaster dropping away, in fact the deleted 
version will have to be separated from the final version. 

The survey of the adjacent ground has cleared up the plans of two suc¬ 
cessive palaces on the south side of the temple; the later one was spaced 
more widely, and was loftier, within the same outer walls. It also had external 
entrances east and west, beside the old entrances from the temple court. 


Memoires Sbe, Rflj'. Antiqtiaires du Word. Copenhagen, igiS. 

Nielseh, Nim,—P>'odyr/ion da Fer fn bliiitde dans tes temps andens. A long 
article describing the primitive production of iron should be mentioned a-s 
reflecting on early Oriental iron. Forty-six factories have been recorded or 
found in Iceland, nearly all on the north and west, where limonite [hydrous 
haematite) is to be obtained. The fuel was mostly charcoal from brushwood 
of birch: such is now made by burning in pits. The smelting was done in 
open pits or in pots. A tuyere of iron was found, it inches long, ai wide 
tapering to o'6 inch; it was made by rolling up a sheet of iron about ^ inch thick. 
[It was probably the noiile of a forge bellows.] 

The pit was about iS inches cube, lined with rough stones, mortared with 
clay, having a cobble paving around it. At the bottom lay 3 inches of birch 
cha/coal, and over that 6 inches of slag and charcoal. There was no trace of 
a blast hole. Whether the charcoal was made apart, or carbonized in the pit 
is not known. This pit production is similar to the method in Palestine of 
1150 B.C. (Gerar, p. 14. vi), but there the furnace was 66 X 36 inches, and had 
an opening near the base facing the west wind. It would thus be much more 
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effective than the Iceland pit, as well as holding^ about twenty times as much, 
and 50 keeping^ its heat better, The pat, or Sat crucible, was 4 or 5 inches 
wide and i| deep. Similar pots were used in Jutland, and therefore, no doubt, 
by Jutes in England, The scale of working’ was considerable, many piles of 
slag amounting to 500 tons. The reduced iron tras forged to beat out the slag 
entangled in itj a lump found was 3X2X0+ inches. Both iron and stone 
hammers were used. A square anvil of iron was 8 inches high, with a face 
X y inches. The pit furnace is the earlier type and one generally used in 
the north down to 1000 a.d. A large quantity of iron w'as needed for the 
weapons, chain-mail, and nails for building houses and ships. 

Fornvdnnen. 1925, 3 (Stockholm). 

Lsknart vok Post.— PoUenanalj^isk undersSkmng. An important method of 
research has been used in excavations at Hoganas in Sweden, 3o miles N. of 
Copenhagen. Throughout 8 feet of deposits the sand and earth was taken in 
4-inch layers, in each of which the pollen grains were counted and discriminated 
by the microscope. Thus the waxing and waning of each kind of tree has 
been traced during a long period. The changes in the growth of birch, elm, 
oak, alder, hazel, willow, pine, pitch pine, and lime have been thus measured, 
and the total fertility of each age is shown by the total amount of pollen, some¬ 
times more than double of what it is at other times. 
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Bx^itish School of EovpTtAK Archaeoloov. 

The coming senson of excavation at Beth-pelet will, it is hoped, finish the 
search of the Hyksos cemetery, wbich is so important for the history of Egypt. 
The large building of the age of Solomon which was touched last year will 
be cleared. The part of the town by the fort of the early xviiith dynasty 
found in i^aS will be cleared to the base, Also the west side of the fortification 
fosse, where the large tomb of the xviiith dynasty was founds will be examined 
rather further; but the depth of twenty feet of sand is so costly to remove 
that not much can be done there* The neolithic and palaeolithic discoveries 
will be carried further* 

The staff will be Mr. Starkey and Lfr. Harding who have worked each 
year in our Palestine enterprise, also Mr. Colt from last year. Mr, Myers has 
been prevented from goings by his health; vrherL recoveredi he will be due to 
work for the Egypt Exploration Society* His place for searching the important 
neolithic sites will be taken by Mr. Macdonald who has had geological experiencej 
as well as working at Richbo^o^ The Director will be occupied with writing 
at Rome, and go over to Palestine if required. I.-ady Petrie has been actively 
engaged in improving the finances of the School, and will be thus occupied 
this winter. Without incessant exertion to obtain support in England, the work 
in Egypt over the Border would be greatly reduced. Fresh contributors are 
urgently needed* 

The neolithic settlements around Beth-pelet are of great value, as they 
cover various degrees of civilisatiOTif and are in one stage linked with the 
oldest, Tasian. stage of prehistoric Egypt^ and at the end join in to the flint 
work of the Israelites during the age of Judges. Overlapping thus both the 
bronze and earliest iron ages the series of settlements promises to give a con¬ 
tinuous history over a long period. 

Enquiry has been made by Mr. Lucas about a sulphur mine near our work* 
It is in the marl, above the Wady M sbebbap six mites south of Gaea, and is 
at present under European manageraent. 


Mr. Myers will be occupied on the cemetery of the sacred bulb at Erment. 
Dr. Erankfort is now engaged for the American excavations in Iraq* 

The further raising of the Aswan dam. which has been decided, will flood 
Nubia to a wider extent. This has led the Egyptian government to extend 
the former survey of antiquities in Nubia, before the Nile covers more ground. 
For this survey Mr. Emery has been put in charge, and is to be assisted by 
Mr* Kirweu, who has for some years studied at University College, and worked 
with Mr. Brunton. 
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Professor and Mrs. Griffith arc cngagfed in studying the Demotic graffiti 
on the temples at Fhiiae. 

Professor Newberry is now occupied in teaching Egyptian Archaeology 
in the University of Cairo. 

Mr. Firth continues the great task of clearing the works of Zeser at 
Saqqarah. The very serious question of preservation will arise, for re-burial 
of monuments is often the only way to preserve stone from weathering, or the 
future destruction by ignorance. 

Dr. Jnnker is now appointed Director of the German Institute in Cairo; 
his meticulous reports on the early sites which he has excavated arc a guarantee 
that good results may be expected from his management. 

The fluctuations of Arabic writing have been well overcome in linotype, 
which severely limits the number of ligatures; every letter is formed to end on 
a uniform base level, and the junctions are imperceptible. The sizes vary 
between 7 letters or (8 letters to the inch. The Mergenthaler Linotype Co. 
of Brooklyn N.Y. have issued a full description. 
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THK COPPER AXE. 

The ax6» ihe foremost (if inoplcmenta, is the only docuffiont of the past which 
has preserved an unbroken connection between the vastly remote world of 
early Man and the living world of the present day: whether as a tool or 
weapon, a form of currency, a standard of weight, or a symbol of authority, 
the axe is never whtilly absent frenn Man's equlproent. 

The stone hand axe belongs to a timeless age of which the periods are 
marked by the slowly changing face of the axe itself. The copper axe, by 
comparison, is modern, and appears only when the province of predatory Man 
has already been invaded by Man the producer. Tillage, with implemenU of 
wood and stone, brought civic life to a savage and nomadic worlds copper 
implements brought craftsmanship into the world, and placed in the scales of 
commerce a wealth of chattels in exchange for the products of agriculture. 

The earliest agricultural squatters possessed copper in trifling quantities, 
but one may doubt tvhether they understood the fusible nature of copper, 
or whether they made any reasoned distinction between metal and certain 
attractively coloured stones. 

Traces of copper, chiefly pins, needles and bodkins, hammered out of native 
metal, are found in the debris of the earliest agricultural settlements of the 
Nile Valley but it was only with the iirrival of the dynastic people and within 
a generation of Mena that copper began to be freely used in Eg>’pt.‘ 

Small objects from the deepest levels of Al-tJbaid show that copper was 
not unknown to the early marsh dwellers of the Mesopotamian delta, but here 
again there was no real appreciation of metal until after the incoming of the 
Sumerian invaders.’ 

The first copper tools of the Ancient East were found on the site of Susa, 
the first agricultural settlement of Elam. Here, for the Erst time there is such 
a wealth of metal that copper axes can be included in the fine equipment of 
the men, and copper mirrors in the furniture of the women's graves. From 
Susa the use of the copper axe spread eventually into Egypt but it failed, for 
some unknown reason, to penetrate eastwards beyond the line of the Zagros range. 

The recently discovered neolithic settlements of Damghan and Persepolis 
on the Persian plateau show no traces of metal in any form.* Yet despite the 
pronouncement of the excavator, they attest a more recent and more advanced 
civilisation than that of the first period of Susa. 

North and eiist of Damghan is another neolithic settlement which evidences 
the furthest advance of Sergi’s Mediterranean race,* The occupation of Anau 

^ Tmiin Jud VlVjpwfti iPelFiG}- 

* (Woolley)* 

^ prthitfcric /VjitJ (Kenfrfit). llluit. Londtuii Newi 

* ExpfiJf‘Mwns in (H« Fampelty), Wttliliielon, 
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was certainly not earlici' than that of Susa^ yet neither at this time nor during 
many succeeding centuries were copper implements known to the Anau-li* 

In Susa, on the contrary! there is no scarcity of copper from the first; 
the tools are already of an advanced ^ metal-form ^ type and every tool is 
specialised for the particular function it has to perform* 

The foremost copper implements of Susa were axes (Fig* i). stout blades 
of oval section and designed for hewing and splitting timber. Strength is given 
where needed and the edges are reduced, like those of a modem Canada axe,, 
to give easy penetration and quick release. These axe blades vary in length 
from 3^ inches upwards, the largest being S| inches by 3 ^ inches by | inch. 

Spatulate axe blades are less common [Fig, 2); the narrow butt is easy to 
fix in the stock and there is also a certain economy of metal. 

No example of a wooden axe stock has been preserved- the sketch of 
a mounted axe (Fig. 3 ) is consequently hypothetical* 

Thinner tools, similar in outline to the plain axe blades but much lighter 
in build (Fig. 6), must be classed as ad^es, despite the centralised cutting edge. 
The practice of “ side'Cannelling ” adzes, so as to bring the cutting edge flush 
with the working face, had not yet been invented* This technical refinement 
made an eventual appearance in the copper culture of the Old Kingdom of Egypt. 

The adze is a shaping, rather than a hewing, implement and is liable to 
no such severe strains as an axe: the use of a lighter and keener blade is 
consequently possible. The wood stock of the adze (Fig* 7) is* again, hypo¬ 
thetical. 

A longer and narrower type of tool, which the excavator includes, with 
the foregoing, under the comprehensive term of “ Haches,^ is obviously a wood¬ 
cutting chisel (Fig* 9)* The style of handling is shown in Fig* 10* 

The two smaller chisels (Figs, 5 and 8) were probably used without handles, 
and may have been employed, inter alia, for cutting the mortise holes in the 
axe stocks. 

The last object (Fig* 4) is an eyed copper needle, not unlike a modern 
sacking needle* 

These tools have been described as “ primitive,” but they Qlusirate, in factp 
a comparatively advanced stage of the coppersmiths^ craft. 

In the fir^t process—casting—the copper must have been heated in some 
form of clay crucible until a sufficiently liquid “ melt ” was obtained, the 
fuel being wood and the hearth an open one, built with due regard to the 
prevailing wind. The molten metal was “ teemed ” into open moulds of clay 
or stone, and the resulting rough tools or “ moods ** were then smithed ** with 
hammer stones upon a hard stone anvil* In the absence of smith's tongs 
(a much later invention) cold forging was a necessity. It was a slow process 
but was responsible for a highly important discovery. 

Copper, naturally soft and pliabiep was found to become harder and more 
rigid as cold hammering proceeded,—an eminently desirable condition in any 
tool which has to carry a cutting edge Under prolonged hammering, however, 
an undesirable condition supervened; the metal last its natural tenacity and 
became “ cold-short ” or brittlep and for the time useless. 

A remedy was eventually found in the regenerative process known today 
as annealing: it is a simple process but like the foregoing operations it had to 
be discovered. 
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Thin objects such as the disc mirrors from the women's graves, which had 
to be reduced by hammering to a gauge of no more than one sixteenth of an 
inch, must have undergone many repetitions of the annealing process before 
the forging and planishing operations were completed. 

The owners of these tools were farmersj as were the owners of the first 
copper tools of Sumer and Egypt, a circumstance which has given rise to the 
widely held belief that farmers were “ the discoverers of metals and the first 
metallurgists.*' * Cut does this connection accord with ivhai is known of the 
earliest traditions of metal working; are the two activities compatible; is agri¬ 
cultural land a likely environment for the finding of copper? 







None of these questions can be answ-ored in the affirmative. Metal might 
be present on agricultural land but it would not be noticeable; even if seen, it 
would be unlikely to excite speculative interest among a people who were 
engaged in the arduous labours of tillage. 

Such activities as basket-making, weaving and pot-making are traditional 
to neolithic agriculture; they were occupations rather than crafts. To the women 
folk of these early days the kneading of clay and the firing of pottery were 
as much matters of household routine as the preparation of food and the baking 
of bread. Thin pottery, such as occurs at Susa, Is too delicate a fabric to bear 
transportatiou— a sufficient proof that the Susan pottery was made ia situ. 

It is different with metal. Copper w-orking has always been a specialised 
craft, and copper axes a recognised medium of exchange. 

* ne Afetalf in Antiquify’ {tVm. Gewlmd). Hiwiey Leclurt, iqis. 





















ICO 


Copper Ajee. 


The metal workers of Asia are a class to themsdves. In Syria they are 
known as “ Sleybie " or es Sleyb, in Arabia as “ Soluby " j they are men of the 
hillsp wandering folk of no recognised nationality. They adopt the language 
and profess the religion of the people among whom they sojourn^ but their own 
language, their ancient traditions and beliefs they keep strictly to themselves* 

The vast migratory itiovement which brought out of the distant East the 
people who were to build Susa and to found, eventually^ the Old Kingdom of 
Egypt may conceivably have been accompanied by the copper axe makers—but 
it IS definitely unlikely* Probability suggests that the ** proto^Sleybie were 
already long established as cave dwellers In the Ararat-Zagros mountain tnassif, 
where natural clefts in the rocks would supply ready-made metallurgical fur* 
naces* It requires no great stretch nf the imagination to see these people 
trading copper axes at the gates of Susa, 

The pre*history of the first discovery of copper forms a series of problems 
for which no immediate answer can be found. What kind of metal was first 
melted into axes; was it native metal or was it smelted from nrej in the latter 
case, from what kind of ore? 

So far as the Susan a^es are concerned, the field of enquiry has been 
narrosvedp recently, by chemical analysis. A copper axe from a deep level of 
the Tell of Susa shows 99*13 per cent pure copper with a trace only of nickel 
and no other metals, the difference from 100 being due to oxidation.^ The chief 
interest in this result lies in the fact that we can find no more than two pus- 
sible sources from which this particular grade of copper cait have been obtained: 
(a] from native copper, ib) from malachite—a hydrated carbonate of copper. 
None of the oxide or sulphide ores would supply a metal which approaches 
this standard of purity. 

Malachite is the richest and purest of copper ores and occurs at the out¬ 
crop of copper deposits^ Jt w^as valued as a pigment long before the dawn of 
the metal age*— a fact which may account for its present scarcity throughout 
the Near East, and for the early discovery and entire absence of the under* 
lying native copper. 

If the makers of the Susan edged tools w^ere using malachite, as they may 
have done f si nee malachite is easily reducible in an open fire) they must have 
found an exceptionally pure malachite. If they were using native copper they 
must have had access to a deposit with a higher standard of purity than that 
of any sample of Asiatic copper that has been subjected to analysis. 

The only certainty is that One or the other was used: the answer to the 
final questionp which of the two? depends upon further chemical and spectr*#- 
scopic research* 

^ AnalyilA Uy Prufp C* M. F^H.^.p to 1 am ipiicbiocl for thcie 


E, A* MAnpi.Es, 


( lOl ) 


SOMK UNPUBLISHED EGYPTIAN OBJECTS 
PROM KERTCH, OLBlA AND TIFLIS. 


Is fffjTl Partltl, there were published by two authors* some 

Effvpttau objects found in the South of Russia, and particularly in the region 
of the northern coast of the Black Sea. The interest which is shown towards 
such finds induces us to publish some objects which formed a part of the 
Botkin, Burachkoff, and Schukin collections, and arc at present in the Slate 

Historical Museum in Moskau. , . w , t. r 

The first objects, six in number (see Fig* iwere found m Kerlch (ancient 
Paniicapeton), Wc have not been able to find out more detailed circumstances 
in connection with their discovery. Of these objects two are usl^bties two 
scarabs, an amulet in the form of a lion, and a small figure of Ptab-Patek, 
The first ushebty (sec Fig. i, a), of g i cm. high, is of ydlow-white clay 
covered with white facing. The hair, heard, the eyes and the eyebrows arc 
painted in black. The eye-holes arc filled with white colour. The body of the 
ushebty is surrounded by a hieroglyphic inscription m five horuontal lines. 

- » 11^ i ^ I- Let Amenhotep be enlightened! 
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2. 0 ushebty, this, if decreed 

3. [the intemlant* of the temple] of 
Amen Amenhotep in the 
necropolis, to plough the fields, 
to irrigate the banks 

5. [to carry] sand* of the east to 
ivest.,. 


The second ushebty (see Fig. i,b). of il ? cm. high, is of light-green paste. 
He is also in the form of a mummy, with a pilaster behind him. l-rom the 
hands descends one line of inscription of impressed hieroglyphs; the signs have 
vaguely spread, and leave various possibilities of reading. The inscription 
represents the usual formula of ushebties beginning with s(rJ. Two scarabs of 
light-green paste bear on their lower parts the following inscriptions: the bigger 
one (^e Fig. i, c), of 17 cm. high,—two sacred eyes u 4 K 116-gold, two signs 
of life—''flA and betw-een them n/r—beautifnl; the smaller one (see Fig, 1, d,j, 
of 1-+ cm. high, nb - gold, a spiral and nfr—the lord. 


> A. ihirijf /™«1 Sotilh and it. lliUliicu. .StJrufe from South 

i -ITiif lower part of tbc u^LcbU broken off, only fire IIhh are left m ui. 

* Here WC leslore ihc eoramon line UanUalcd by FI. PC trie a* "mlcndant." Sc= FI. Petite. 

■■ PaUtE Tiitw" {Ancitnt '9*4« P- 

• l,. KEiiner Iranslate* il as ■■ .MerqeblalidSandfaliren d« ToUnfitroren" In 
t^i6. No. 3, p. 9>). 
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S&me anpublished Egjytian Obpcis front Kertch, Olbia and Ti/lh. 

The amulet of a couchant Itoa (see Fig. i, e) is similar to that found in 
Olbia.* The standing figure (see Fig, i, f) belongs to the wide-spread form* of 
the hlemphite god Ptah-Patck. 

Of the six above-mentioned objects the most interesting is, of course, the 
first ushebty (see Fig* i, a), as this is the first time that an Egyptian object of 
the New Kingdom has been found on the territory of Russia: although its 
appearance in tlie surrounding of amulets and ushebty, common to the Egyptian 
export of magical objects of the epoch of Ilellenisra, makes it of course im¬ 
possible to vouch for any earlier date of its importation to the Cimmerian 
Bosphorus, The earlier finds, together with the material in the present note, 
put Panticapeion first among the Hellenic towns of the South Russia, for the 
quantity and variety of the Egyptian objects found there. And indeed, the 
past productions give us nearly all the chief gods of the Egyptian Pantheon:* 
the scarabs represent Naukratitc types, of rvbich one bears the name of 
1 hothmes III and the image of the king trampling down his enemies.'* The 
ushebties of the latest times* are added lo, as we mentioned above, by the 
ushebty of the New Kingdom* Tlie vases are given us by the excavations of 
Shcorpil.« This incomplete list we conclude with the mention of a beautiful 
flat head of a king which probably formed a part of an incrustation, and of 
a sculptured royal head of black granite from the excavations in the Voronzoff 
street. * 

Now we can say that Panticapeion, this most important centre connecting 
the historical cultures of the Mediterranean with the ethnic elements of South 
Eastern Europe and Asia, stands in the same rank as Olbia and Berezan 
island in the trade relations of Hellenic Egypt with the South of Russia, 

Another ushebty of ii cm. high (see Fig. 2, a) was found near Olbia* It is 
of light-green paste, and like all late ushebties has a pilaster behind U. From 
the hands descends a column of impressed hieroglj'pbs. 
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Somi^ uftpubli^hed Egj^pdan Objects fnmi Kertch, Olbia tind Tijlis* 

From the collection of Schukin comes a small pendant in the form of the 
standing* god Nofrtum (see Fig, 2t h—enlarged to double)- It was found near 
Tiflis and brought thence by Schukin at the time of Ills travels about the 
Caucasus. Together with finds in Dalagkan and Kamounia, this pendant shows 
another route of the expansion of Egypt to Russia^ but probably not by way 
of Syria and Armenia. 

In conclusion 1 wish to express my obligation to the State Historical 
^rusenm in the person of Prof- A. A» Zabarofft for Uindly permitting the 
publication of these objects* 

Leningrad, September 1929. ]_ Sseouirlpt* 
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A FURTHER NOTE ON THE AM. 


In' Part ill of %jyt, 1923, i briefly discussed the possibility that some form 

of belief In a Ad may once have existed in pre-Islamic Arabia, or at least the 
notion of a g^uardtan spirit, which was converted by the Prophet Mohammed, 
for purposes of religious discipline, into an evil spirit of temptation associated 
(ma^raon) with every man.^ A belief of this kind is not found in the Uteraturc 
of the conn try, nor was it perhaps generaU but it was surely known at least 
to the Arabs who had embraced the Christian or the Jewish faith, for though 
it has neither root nor stem bi the Old Testament, it is found in the Talmud, 
having been introduced into later Judaism from Persia, where there was a large 
and influential body of exiled Jew's. The Talmud assigns two angels to each 
person, that number increasing progressively for men of virtue (see Emm. 
Deutsch on the Talmud in his Liii?rarj^ Remams^ p* 50 — the post-exilian books 
of Esther and Tobit arc sufficient witnesses of Persian influence: to take but 
one detail, Asmodeus was a purely Persian fiend, name and all)* It is thus most 
probable that the Prophet Mohammed, tvith his wide If rather uncertain know¬ 
ledge ef Jewish and Christian ideas, was aware of the belief in guardian angels 
and adapted it to his own system, converting them into demons of temptation; 
this inversion of rtJhs is not unusual in such cases, for the gods of superseded 
religions are hard of dying and often survive as the devils of the superseder, 
as, for example, the Roman gods In early Christian supcrstitlans.^ We may 
concludet then, that the "attached spirit^ t,qarm) of Islam was derived, with 
one degree of removal, from Persia; it is even possible that the borrowing was 
direct through Arab dependents of the Sassanian kings, for Islamic teachings 
contain evidence of such direct influence, for example the Bridge of Doom 
\ei-Sirdt) to be traversed by the soul after deaths and the judging angels are 
found in ancient Persian beliefs;^ yet the ^ attached spirit ^ of Islam is far nearer 
in kind to the guardian angel of the Talmud than to the Persian protective 
spirit* whose name is the/rtTr^Af. 


11 % legattl to tla^; of t,ht iq niCNtlero ijL»cd5S4!idl in illip iatne uUdr* later accaunl^ 

j ^ i^^litnan s in the J. of R. AHthrvpolo^i^af IftsL, LVl (1926), pp. l 63 ff., 

and ln?r book The Feiishtn of Ipper pp. 69 Hiad 3SS. The ocrounU in dcmil from ihoM 

** Ftofeasor Selii^an add hnl tb«t Iff to be eapccted frooa di/ferrdt pKopIc aod difTcjcdli 

UUioiS, it would ind«d he vurpdridg to find ^ tlrictljr idenitcill codeeplion fl^terlnincd cvciywhcre io 
the eoUdtiT on to ra^ne a inallcr 

. . _ '"‘f Jays Of thU IwlirJ abem godj Untii rcporlcd from Inly 

J ' ' 'f!*’ (D. S'mt, 1S91H, In ihe tmprhmtut eriifllcij in Ijyi *.D, for ihc prialln)< 

°i. of tbr Cenior ends with the wordi "it bcidjt recoLniucil... 

t ^ E® ^ of lh« hcBlhsq are deTlIi, Jlf. R. TfioDipKa'i fiiileuy qf iHe Iftvil had EQUL^b 

J oq ti I emc an Sliji Murray in hex book dd the European Wllek-eull brin|pi forwill'd leiMSf 
for [hr theory th.t it ...a o ,«I writol of aecirei MllgioTU pr»c(ir«. 

Sj^blon (no* Arehbi*hopJ. " U, U d* FlDitawt 
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I he yrtiiwAi have been most fully dit>cussed by Arehbisliop Soderbloiu, 
(fi/*. d#.), who has dealt in a masterly way with the various theories to whioh 
they have given rise, and who concludes that in essence they were ancestral 
spirits, like the Indian pUara-, these must be kept in good condition by olTerings 
of food and clothes, corresponding exactly to the ancient Egyptian pr, t-hra% 
it was their duty and delight to come to the help of the living, whether as 
communities or as individuals, in all the important or perilous monienis of 
their lives- Moreover each person has his own frai'sshh privilege extended 
later to gods (like those of the Romans, with their gswrr), plants, animals and 
even things—and it cares for him all his life, especially be fore hts birth fis 
he lies inert in the womb. Ihe -\rchbishop touches (p. 5S, n. 4) on the points 
of resemblance bctw'ecfi the friivixsiii and the A'li, which have been further 
elaborated by Professor Elliot Smith: * they arc indeed striking and the comparison 
adds much to the cogency of the arguments put forward for considering the 
Ait a protective spirit. In one important point, however, the Egyptian belief 
has taken a different development from that of the Iranian, for whereas \vc find 
in Egypt strong evidence of identification of the ka with the placenta.^ that is 
not to be discerned in ancient Iranian beliefs. The frarashi does indeed come 
near to that notion, being concerned rather specially with the birth and care 
of the babe and with the continuance of the family, so that Professor Elliot 
Smith ha-s surmised that there was actual identification. 

Let us take the two points in order, the origin of the An as an ancestral 
spirit and Its identification with the placenta, two postulates which may appear 
incongruous but which may, 1 think, be shown to agree together quite naturally. 
For the first theory we have the Iranian analogy given above, which is further 
reinforced by the fact that the fravashi and the Aj were both connected with 
food-supply, even etymologically;* a still stronger support is found in the analogy 
adduced from Africa by Professor Flinders Petrie which led to the conclusion 
that the ka was by origin an ancestral spirit with the same function of personal 
guardianship as the frava^ht.* It remains to Inquire how the ka came to be 
identified with the placenta. Here we find illumination in another .\frican analogy, 
very pertinent: the Bakongo count the leopard as their first ancestor and also 
identify the placenta with that animal, holding it to be the re-incarnation ot 
ihcir totem-like forefather and therefore, as we may assume from the universally 
protective character of ancestors among primitive peoples, the guardian of the 
mortal with whom it came into the world.* It is also termed “ the brother born 
at the same time ’' (Torday, f>p. cit., p. 23 ?), a name which bnngs us very dose 

' The d/ the thafftfi, lijnchMlw up-ii-^i *iiJ Ji- 

* S«e Btacklti f" . i>/ Egyptintt ArchaeotagV, r. IH. pp. IWll’* '“J fl,; Klliflt Stiiilh. (•p.i.'tl., 

|.p,46 51 i Morel, Let fiytttret KgrptieHt, i<)9-soi. Tht i=.porto=t Is siv«n Uy 

Frofcsior Stligwan and Miss Muny in Mart, v. X[ (ig-l l), No. 97. pp. 163 ff. 

^ Sodcrblom, p. 38, n. 4. The feminine for« nf ihe ytoid ka {ka.t) is rfosely eonnected 

vilb birth: may -we possibly fUrmUe that the bull who, as his delerminatise thowf, IS a symbol of 
soneration, whose name is K^, was orlElnally boUeted In parlake mysteriously of the nature of the 
ka, and perhsps the cow, too, whose name, ftm.i, has also aaotief meiaiujf. ihat of ka.l? The anaetit 
Iruniims iusoked the “soul of ihe 01" as a S“d> sometiines nsinff the Itim “ of the »Ottt of the 

oa” ond soiaetimea, ihough rarely, ^ibefravathi of the m ■' {Swdefhlom. cp.cit.. pp. 56 and S9)" 

• ,iiideftt Esyyf. I“'« ■'"t P- par- ^ ,t r, 

' E. Torday. "Dnalliin iu tVestern Bantu religion and sw?i«l organitation, in the J. trf IHf H. 
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iQ Egyptt where the placenta b still called ** the dther child " and holds a firm 
place in the popular fnind as a vital entity.* In other parts of Africa also the 
placenta is the object of special attention: for example^ among^ the Nubians, 
who take a small part of it with the tiinbilical cord and, making a little rush- 
boatt float it down the Nile by night with a lit candle — Professor Elliot Smith 
has lately witnessed the same proceeding in Java (verbal communication^ 
Several examples from Africa are cited by Professor Seligman in “ Man,!" 
he. ciL 

In one feature* the protection and maintenance of the family, including the 
matter of birthp the A^i and fravashi seem close kin to the protective spirit of 
the ancient Romans^ thc^ejiiji^i whose very name points to that original function; 
he* too* came frpm the body of ancestors, the di metnes, a fact not appearing 
from literary sources for the early age of Rome but openly declared in later 
times* It has been contended that this was a process due to the development 
of individxialism under Greek influence, but it is of far greater probability that 
the conception* apparently new\ was in fact the ancient popular one finding its 
wray at last into literature, just as the true character of the frarai^hi is much 
more distinguishable in the later ^lazdean literature than in the earlier* with 
its purer orthodoxy of high philosophic gods, naturally opposed to the more 
earthy popular cult. 

Similarly, the Greek dahnon means mostly, in Homert the divine power 
showing that the Greeks even thus early had gone far in rationalisation, 
yet even there the word haa sometimes a personal sense, equivalent practically 
lo a god Hesiod, however, treating of subjects of every-day life* accounts 
the daimoncs as the souls of ancestors, and not of mighty lords of battle* acting 
as tutelary gejru* and thus reflects what W’-as doubtless the popular belief and the 
original one, I^ter literature makes them individual spirits, guardians and 
directors of persons, of whom ihe best known example is that of Socrates, and 
thus we see once more a popular conception rising into literature after long 
suppression from theological, or, in this case* rationalistic reasons, and w^e can 
safely, not withstanding Homer, accept the view that the daimon was essentially 
the equivalent of the Roman genitis,^ 

Another form of protective spirit is the personal god ^ of the ancient 
^resopotamiads mentioned in my previous article; his chief concern seems to 
have been to ward off the attacks of the many demons by whom these people 
were constantly obsessed, in which task he w'as sometiinea defeated; it may 
well be conjectured, in view of the examples before us that he, too* had liis 
beginnings as an ancestral spirit. 


^ Miss Blackman, 7'hc Felldftin &f Uppir p. 

^ For detailtil dia^nssions feo HualEnca' Fm. of lirtigimi anJ Ethiei. Genius” anil A* HiliJ 

In Uareiabfrg a&d d^s Aatiquh^s Grc^qncs ct IL part ij* pp. 146S FT. Hild 

shoTs tow inltm:^lo1y lifi idea of itc was ccnticetcd wilt nil ite phasw sT Greek life in their 

tonotii deT^lopmentip n fcaturo which provci itat it was a decpljr^hased eletneni of th^it mrial and 

in no wfcie a ^ipncnt of philoiophicaj reasoning, « our might ht led in itink from reading Plato nnd 
hU iater fipomndcts. such as ApulrEUJ. 

It was a fiieifk idea, beginning wtih EncUd oj Ategara, iLt disci^e cf Socrat-es, that iwq spiriU 
aiteudcd each man* one good ■□il one bad, a kind of MtEddsm denied perhaps ffotii Oriental bdirfs 
Or renebed by philosophical rroEcmiug* inch as that whkll COEVllierd Xennpbanrs of iho unity of lb* 
I^ivinitVi This dEplImting defelopEnrnt provider an iTilcre*liiig pajallel lo that referred to at ihe bcgidnitig 
of this lartiete. annobg ibe Jews and Arabs^ 
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Thus we coiRC to the cult of ancestors, the oldest of which we has’C record. 
It begf^ins with the Mouster!ans of the Palaeolithic sge who buried their dead 
ceremonially and with care, providing them with food and with implements for 
their use in the Otherworld, and this cult is still most widely spread through 
the world and often of great force,' "We may infer that at some remote period 
there was grafted on to it the idea that individuals were placed under the 
protection, not only of the ancestors in general, but of one special one and 
that with time the idea underwent various developments of which some have 
been discussed above: in Africa it received an important accretion, originating 
probably in Egyptt where the individual ancestral spirit was identified with the 
placenta, coming into the world at the same moment as the mortal who was 
to be under his protection; it is thus quite intelligible that the ka, belonging 
to the ancestors, the Egyptian di manes, should on the person s death be found 
awaiting him in the Otherworld, where, as we see in the Pyramid Texts, the 
man just dead is said to ** join his ha.'* 


< It sbu has JIS sriik as. in All Saiais’Diy sad All Souls', In Chin# and sdjaesat 

U is tNtfflmouDl, ii«vsr hsviBB bmn smoUicrtd by invaders, as it WM in Pe«i* Mid India by ihe Aryans 
and their rdijpOW rdormer*,-liouiih SLiriviPg suonely “ » “"H' SSdeibtom a modne 

pidnre of lie cull in its domralle and Intimuie phase, prEsied dgwn ihougb it waa by the ahen iheelogy 
of rtt.au*,on, bul a-hon, as in China, it ha* orysiallired into the flffieial ijrstom of rdiernn, .t penelrata 
most Ihorougbly into all ihc husiaea of lile, demestic or MtSoual. and is ofien the lai^i eknvenl 
rtnUibuling to fflodd ils forms for this-iee ihe erOiEhlefliog study by Bomnnl* et eanlus. U Dd« dee 
AJbrf* (Mnsde Cnimt!. BibL de Vulgarisation) tteatiug of Aonam, a CulluraJ offshoot nf CUma. 
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BETWJXT EGYPT AND NUBIA. 

VivE thousand years ago, the boundary between Egypt and the Sudan was 
fixed where now lies the little village of Faras* twenty miles nurth of Wadi 
ITalfa and though, during the Roman occupation of Egypt, the boundary was 
withdrawn some two hundred miles northwards to Assuan, nowadays Faras 
again n>arks the frontier bet^veen the two countries. 

Within an area of less than two miles square are to be found Hint and 
quarts weapons and implements of ilie stone ages of fifteen thousand years 
ago; Ancient Egyptian temples; an Ethiopian walled town; a Roman fort; 
early Christian Churches and anchorites' caves; an Arab stronghold; a Turkish 
citadel; a Dervish outpost; and spent cartridges from British rifles. It is hardly 
possible that a day could be more profitably spent than In exploring the varied 
interests of Faras, 

Most of this area was worked by Professor Griffith's Oxford expedition 
In the seasons tgoK-igia and, of the valuable finds, the greater part was 
retained for the museums at Wadi Haifa and Khartunip though some were sent 
to London and Oxford. Since then the locality has been very little visitcdp 
as It IS not a regular stopping place for the river steamers* The best way to 
make the excursiont is to hire a private steamer from Wadi Haifa, far theri* 
is hardly a single mile between Haifa and the frontier that is not full of 
historical interest and natural attraction* 

Arrived at Faras, it will be best to tie up at the tvest bank, exploring 
this side, where there is most to be seen, in the morning, and in the cool of the 
evening crossing the river and doing the east bank. You start the day under 
the happiest auspices. The sun is shining with the genial warmth of an 
English summer's day yet from the desert blows a clear cool breea^e with the 
exhilaration of a spring morning. From the deck of the steamer you see the 
refreshing green of the narrow strip of herbage with which the bank is sown, 
topped by tamarisks and majestic palms, while the water-wheels, svorked by 
]>atient oxen, are creaking at ibeir homely task as they have done down the 
ages. You tnoutit your donkeys and ride off, preceded by your guide in his 
long black galabieh, walking barefooted, and carrying incongruously enough 
in the blazing sunshine a candlestickp for which foresight you bles$ him when 
you come to the rock dvvelUngs that w^erc the living tombs of anchorites who 
foreswore the light of day. Riding northwards along the river bank for about 
a mile you reach a hlU, on the slope and summit of which are the ruins of 
a Coptic monastery and Church. The ruins compare unfavourably with what 
is seen later on for they arc largely buried in sand, but nevertheless give 
a good idea of the general scheme of Coptic building. As a rule, the materials 
used were burnt brick, sumdriEd mud brick, and undressed stone. Hewn stone 
was only used when it was taken from Egyptian temples; against the looting 
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of these there seenis to have been very Httlc scruple. It iia strang^e to see 
Egyptian hieroglyphics ornamenting a Christian Church. The walls are built 
of mud-mortared stones up to eigfht or twelve feet, above which the plan is 
carried out to a finished height of thirty-five or forty feet in mud brick, in 
which you notice a generous proportion of chopped straw*. There are practi¬ 
cally no traces of timber, the roofs being formed by vaulting or domes in mud, 
while the arches of cloisters, aisles, and windows are either of burnt or mud 
brick. Outside, the w'alls are of the unrelieved dun colour of mud and stone, 
but inside ail is whitewashed, and on this wash are still to be seen traces of 
painting, sometimes formal designs and sometimes figures of saints. Everywhere, 
within and without, the ground is strewn w'ith pottery, for this was the chief 
and best handicraft of the period, and there have been found countless water- 
jars, lamps, drinking-vessels, and plates, many of them decorated with pictures 
Ilf birds and animals, tlie (>rnamentation being usually black on a red ground. 


though a plain white dejvign was not uncommon. 

Tlie northern Sudan was Christianised at a very early date by missionanes 
sent from Alexandria, the centre of Christianity in Egypt, and by the sixtii 
century there were two firmly established Christian kingdoms, with capitals at 
Dongola, and at Soba near the modern Khartum, which flourished until the 
fifteenth century when they succumbed, partly to inroads from the de.sert Arabs 
and partly to internal dissension. The Christian remains at Faras are mostly 
Coptic, dLlng from the seventh to the tenth centuries. By the third century 
there were thousands of monks who had retired to the solitude of the desert, 
tiartly for a real desire of lonely meditation and partly driven by the Roman 
edicts against Christianity, but it was after the Moslem conquest of Egypt m 
6+1 that there was the greatest influx, into friendly Nubia, of those who fled 

south rather than abjure the tenets of their faith. - 

Turning your back on these ruins, and striking inland from the river for 
a mile or so, you reach a hill into which are tunnelled a series i^ rock 
dwellings that have been the homes of the living and of the dead (Fig. i 1 . 
E.eh dwelling is cut as a series of three rooms, about twelve feet square by 
seven feet high. Tliey face cast, so that the rising sun shines straight through 
the doorway down the whole length of the three chambers, to the innermost wall. 
They were made, with customary patience, by the Ancient ^ptians as tombs 
for local princes and notables, though never completed. J^ter on they were 
occupied by hermits and are generally referred to as -'Anchorites grottoes, 
Bv tL light of your candle you will see that the walls of the first chamber, 
which was the chapel of the recluse, have been plastered and whitewashed m 
the Christian manner, and are covered with pictures of saints, with formal 
designs like aces of spades in a diamond pattern, with inscriptions m Greek 
and Coptic, and. at a date obviously long after the monk-s were dead and gone, 
with scratched drawings of boats, animals, and birds. The saints are mostly 
shown mounted on long-taiied steeds for here, as in general throughout Nubia, 
the representations are nearly all of the Church militant, St. George and the 
dragon being a particularly favourite subject. The inscriptions are of creeds 
and prayers so arranged as to look like framed texts or the pages of an 
illuminated manuscript, and are mostly the work of one Theophilus, who lived 
here early in the eighth century, and wliose legacy includes his own private 
prayers and. strangely enough, written in Greek characters the famous Utm 
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palindrome—" S»tor A-rcpo tenet opera rotas " - which he seems to have written 
as a charm at the head of his bed* This bed is a stone coffin in which the 
monk slept when he was alive and in which he was buried when he died. 
Through the floor of the middle room has been sunk a deep shaft which the 
guide will tell you is a well, but which was no doubt a grave, though whether 
of Ancient Egyptian or Christian is not clear, as thi.s form of tomb is common 
alike to both periods. 

Two hundred yards or so to the south-east are fallen stones, covered with 
pictures and hieroglyphics, that mark the site of an Egyptian temple, and 
tliQugh so little of tlie temple remains, you can easily imagine, standing on the 
spot, the pomp and pageantiy of the Egyptian worship, and contrast it with 
the picture of the chastened recluse telling his beads or saying his prayers in 
the grotto you have just left. 

Continuing a short distance southwards, you come to a pair of twin 
churches standig side by side, which are built to what may he called the 
standard Coptic pattern of the eighth centur}'. Though small, they are beauti¬ 
fully proportioned and are most interesting. You can reconstruct them in the 
mind's eye and people them again with ascetic and devout monks. Except 
that the greater parts of the roofs have fallen in, the churches, though of 
mud, stUl remain substantially as they were built, over a thousand years ago. 
The design is a nave about eighty feet long, thirty feet high, and fifteen feet 
wide, connected with two side aisles, each eight feet wide, by arches that are 
a compromise between the pointed and rounded styles. The walls are some 
four feet thick, and the roof is in the form of three mud vaultings over the 
nave and two side aisles. The east end is in the form of an apse with three 
niches for figures of saints, and is flanked on either side by stone columns 
that w-ere probably taken from Egyptian temples. At the west end are mud 
steps leading up to what must have been a tower or belfry, and above the 
west door it looks as though there \vere a large window in the form of 
a Coptic cross. Inside, the whole of the church was white-washed and there 
are still to be seen, on the walls, fragments of the paintings of religious 
subjects that formed the decoration. These churches are practically always 
built on platforms of rock in which the neighbourhood abounds, and a common 
feature is a shaft which, as far as can now be seen, was some fifteen or twenty 
feet deep and was generally cut near the east end. At the foot of the shaft 
are two or three tiers of narrow chambers just laige enough to take a coffin, 
and resembling catac<imbs; it would seem that abbots and the more important 
people were buried within the churches rather than in the cemeteries. 

Some may find it difficult to believe that mud buildings could withstand 
the ravages of time, yet there are, in the Nile valley, mud walls of the iind dyn¬ 
asty still standing lo a height of thirty feet, though nearly five thousand years 
old. The reason is that in this part of the world it may not rain for years at 
a time, and then only a slight driazle. A great danger to the preservation of 
these ancient monuments is that of injury by local Inhabitants, for the old 
straw-hound mud bricks make most excellent manure. Though the churches 
have suffered from depredations on this account, such spoliation is now strongly 
discouraged. 

Just south of the two churches is the boundary between Egypt and the 
Sudan, marked by a sign-post surmounted by a large iron broad arrow out 
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of which h cot in the northern half the letter E and m the southern half 
the letter S, there bemg- a similar boundary mark on the other side of 
the river. 

Immediately behind the boundary mark is a large cemetery which merits 
attention, for in it are graves some of which are nearly three thousand years 
old. The earliest graves are those of the Ethiopians who ruled the whole of 
jTgfypt and the Sudan twenty-seven centuries ago. Even in those days haras 



Fig. J. I'he Aoctioriie’s Grotio, 
Fig. 2. The Citadel of Faras, 


was a large and important settlement though, after their conquest by the 
Assyrians the Ethiopians fled south and carved out for themselves anotiier 
flourishing kingdom round about Khartum. The Christians, fifteen hundred years 
later used the same cemetery. The Ethiopian and Christian graves are identical 
in form, consisting of mud brick vaults about eight feet square. On being 
opened up, there would be the difference of funerary equipment of the two 
periods. In the midst of the cemetery are the tumbledown walls of what must 
have been a Christian chapel where the burial services were held. 
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Adjacent to these uld gravcii is the Mohammedan cemetery of the present- 
day village of Faras, to which as often as not—particularly on a Friday—you 
will see a funeral procession winding its doleful way. The modem graves are 
merely shallow holes in the ground with large stones, one at the head and one 
at the foot; if the intemicni has been recent, a crude white flag in the form 
of a fluttering rag on a stick marks the spot. On the grave you will notice 
palm leaves or corn stalks and a gourd of water, symbolic of provision in the 
Ollier w'orld for the departed. Perhaps the grave will be covered with pebbles, 
though this is not common to all tribes; it means that prayers have been said 
over the grave, —the confession of faith, “ There is no Ciod but God," a pebble 
being dropped every lime the prayer Is repeated. 

On the southern fringe of the cemetery is the site of what must liave been 
a comparatively large Egyptian temple, for though the remains are not im¬ 
posing, there are still to be seen the foundations of fifty huge stone columns, each 
aboul five feet in diameter, and arranged in five equidistant parallel rows. 
In this neighbourhood, neatly everything has painted on it an English number, 
clear evidence of the methodical way in ivhich the archaeologists of twenty 
years ago conducted their operations. 

Continuing in a southerly direction and bearing towards the river, you 
encounter a strange group of mud buildings, circular in form and with domed 
roofs, obviously too small for honses. These were potters’ kilns—generally 
spoken of as the potteries— and, to judge from the number of potsherds strewn 
for miles around, the output of the kilns was enormous. In the kilns were 
found many tools and appliances, even the seaLs and stamps of the pottci^ 
together with examples of their handicraft in all the various stages of manu¬ 
facture — 'from the lump of clay to the baked and finished article—in pottery 
and also in fine quality of glaze. 

Adjoining the potteries is the greatest glory of Faras — the citadel, a tvalled 
rectangular enclosure in which is littered dibiis of all ages (Fig. 2). The wall, 
which can still be traced for the greater part of its mile-long perimeter, stand¬ 
ing in places to a height of eight feet, was very solidly built of dressed stone 
in the Ethiopian period twenty-seven centuries ago, though within the bounds 
of the enclosure are remains of every age from the xiith dynasty to the 
present day. Inside the walls, the ground slopes up in the form of a hill about 
a hundred feet high which is of commanding position on the river bank and 
would appear to have been fortified from the earliest times. The Ancient 
Egyptians, In fixing their southern boundary at Faras, planted a fortified out¬ 
post here which was no doubt rebuilt and strengthened a thousand years later 
in the xviiitb dynasty, when a chain of forts—within signalling distance of one 
another— was built all along this part of the Nile valley. The site was in turn 
defended by the Ethiopians who built the massive surrounding stone wall; 
by the Romans who greatly strengthened it as a bulwark against the threaten¬ 
ing Nubians; by the Arabs during their conquest of the Sudan in the seventh 
century; by the Turks in the middle ages, when Egypt became a 't'urkish 
Pashalik and the Sultan h,id ambitious schemes of an African Empire; and 
Lastly by the Dervishes in i88g when under their brave and able chieftain — 
Wad cn Negumi — they attempted to Invade Egypt, but were annihilated thirty 
miles farther nurtli at the battle of Toski. In addition to the truces of military 
occupation there are also, within the enclosure, remains of two Egyptian 
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temples, and of several Cbrstian churches, one of which was huLlt very un¬ 
usually of stone; the enclosure, like the rest of Faras, was occupied by monastic 
communities from the viith to the xvth century. Of the temples there are 
very considerable remains in the form of red granite columns, presumably 
from the quarries at Assuan as there is no such granite hereabouts, and frag¬ 
ments of hewn stone, of all shapes and sizes, with very clearly cut hiero¬ 
glyphics. The Christian churches were built wherever there was room in the 




Fig, 3. The Sioae Church. 
Fig. 4 - I'he Hai-hur Kock, 


citadel and were of the stereotyped pattern in rough stone and mud. The stone 
chu?cb seLs to be the only one of its kind in the neighbourhood (Fig. 3); 
i, i, punned in .»«y Coptic churcben and deenraled with 

pninting. of salntn; yet the fact that the stone is of the same hind, and la 
LefnlU hewn and Joined exactly in the same way a, that forming he 
enclosing wall, would seem to nigue that this church is of the aame per.^ 
as the walU Perhaps the building was onginally nn Ethiopisn temple, ®” 
lower courses of which the Christians superimposed their customary church of 
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mud, for it la only the stonework that now remains, displaying a craftsmanship 
far superior to any building' usually associated with the later periods. The 
enclosure \Yith its towering ciudd must have been a very strong military 
outpost and, as far as can be seen now^ there was only one gateway, a fine 
rounded arch way p through which there was just room for a chariot to 
It was covered on the inner side of the wall by a mound or blockhouse, which 
would have made any attempt at a forced entrance a very hazardous proceed¬ 
ing. The citadel is now inhabited by villagers who have converted odd corners 
into rather ramshackle dwellings, rather than build, and it is incongruous to 
see here and there, embedded in the mud walls, stones inscribed with Egyptian 
hieroglyphics and Christian symbols* 

A quarter of a mile southwest of the citadel is an isolated rock known 
as the Hat-hor Rock (Fig- 4) in which was cut a memorial niche to the local 
governor of Ramesside times, whose epitaph is still to be read* Ihis niche 
was, later, the home of a Christian recluse like the Anchorite's Grotto farther 
north* On the top of the rock was a Christian church, which in such a position 
must have been very imposing: nothing of It now remains, though it can 
clearly be traced where the various columns stood. When Faras was excavated 
tvvent}'' years ago, there was still to be seen, near the Habhor Rock, the ruin 
of a large Ethiopian mud palace but since then this has disappeared, probably 
as a result of the activities of the sebakhin before the present restrictions 
were enforced. 

The whole of Faros has by no means been thoroughly excavated; possibly 
archaeologists will turn their attention to this ncigii hour hood again, in the near 
future; though the visitor might by good fortune pick up an Egyptian scarab 
or a few beads, such finds are rightly the property of the government, and 
any souvenir-hunting is looked upon with a disparaging eye by the village 
policeman who closely attends you m your peregrinations! 

On the way back lo the steamer, you will be as deeply interested in the 
life of present-day Faras as you w^ere fn the remains of bygone ages, for the 
wdiole two miles that you have traversed is Interspersed with mud and straw 
houses. On your right is the Nile, sparkling as blue in the sun as a summer 
sea and, along its banks, narrow cultivation of beans mid lentils topped by 
a row of sentinel palms, with the primitive w'ater-wheels and water-buckets 
pouring out their meagre Btreams of life-giving water, while on your left are 
ail the varied aciivities of native domestic life. The people hereabouts arc 
inclined to superatition, for above the doorways of the houses you will seCt 
embedded in the mud avails, china plaques or saucers that bring good luck 
and keep away evil spirits, w^hile the women folk often wear gold horse-shoes 
on their breasts. You meet only women and children, for the country is very 
poor and the men have all gone to Egypt or to other parts of the Sudan 
where they earn good wages as hotel or house servants, which they spend 
almost entirely on jewellery and other articles of feminine adornment. The 
women are more Egyptian than Sudanese in dress and appearance, and wear 
their long black flowing robes, and loose red trousers gathered in at the ankle: 
they go about their w-ork among the crops on the river bank. They carry all 
the wealth of the household on their persons, being laden with gold ear-rings^ 
nose-rings, and anklets^ while in the hundred thin plaits of their hair arc woven 
glas,s beads of various colours, and on their wrists are bracelets of gold* silver 
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or coloured glass. This display of wealth is very surprising and its explanation 
is rather curious. Mrs. Mohammed is not always, as is often supposed, the 
downtrodden and helpless chattel of her lord and master, but can be as exact¬ 
ing as any imperious western beauty. She sees that her husband spends his 
money, if on apparel and adornment for herself so much the better, but spend 
it he must for if he saved it he might arrive at a state of mind that would 
persuade him to take to himself a second wife, and as she can deliver as 



Fig. 5. A CLurch in two Countries. 
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i*rt«Te as anyone else, her husband—like many another— 

sacrifices ^ photograph of these women folk, for the comely 

«.lchful .ye af . held.™. veil! 

wliWe y^a with Lr rhr..i.h tongue, faring. «. die so,^ thnt the photo- 
arinilul^e you husbands who might conceivably mis- 

f^nstnie its purport, though more probably she is afraid of the evil eye of the 

magic boK of the * 


fi* 
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We cross the river to explore the easteirs bank. The villag^es strag:gle 
along both banks; the western village is nanied Faras and the eastern is 
Adendan. Donkeys are net necessary on the east bank where the sand is firm 
and walking is both easy and, in the cool of the late afternoon, delightful. 
There are two Christian churches at Adendanp one^ about a quarter of a mile 
from the river* exactly resembling the twin churches already seen at Faras; 
the other, some half a mile farther Inland, is built entirely of mud; both are 
in excellent state of preservation. The church near the river is situated in 
two countries I Fig. 5), for over its western doorway is the Egyptian-Sudan 
boundary markp the counterpart of the broad arrow on the western bank, 
while if you stand at the east end of the church and look down the length of 
the nave you see through the w^est doorway* tight across the riverp the 
boundary mark on the other side+ 

Walking northwards from the churches into Egypt, past two old Moham¬ 
medan cemeteries and a straggling line of deserted mud houses* you reach the 
prosperous “looking village of Adendan. These old cemeteries and deserted 
houses are not uncommon in this part of the country, the reason being that 
the soil is poor and soon exhausted, after which the villagers move on and 
build themselves new' houses, a very simple affair when the only materials 
required are earth and water for mixing into mud bricks and plaster. There is 
much more cultivation at Adendan than on the other side of the river and the 
crops of beans in flower are most refreshing* At the entrance to the village 
is w'hat appears at first sight to be a sheikh's tomb, but proves to be a public 
drinking fountain* a feature of village life not often seen across the border in 
the Sudan (Fig. 6). The fountain consists of four or five large pots of porous 
earthenw^are, standing in the cool shade of a deep whitewashed mud arch^ sur¬ 
rounded by a paved courtyard. Situated in a grove of feathery tamarisks^ It 
is a happy institution, affording as it does to the peasants working in the fields 
a little open-air club w^here they can foregather in the heat of the day to 
refresh themselves with a draught of cool water and exchange local gossip- 

Returning to the steamer after a full and happy day^ the crown is set 
upon your content by the enjoyment of one of the most beautiful sights this 
earth affords—^an African sunset—in which river and desert and billj flushed 
a delicate rose that Is flecked wdth purple shadow, all too fieetingly change 
through every shade of autumn leaves to the jewrelled dusk of night* 

A day at Faras by no means exhausts the possibilities of the neigh¬ 
bourhood, for the reach of river between the First and Second cataracts is in 
many ways the most attractive, and certainly the richest in varied interest, of 
all the Nile Valley* There are flints and fossils, and near Wadi Haifa rock- 
pictures that are very ancient. There are scores of templeSp churches* and 
fortresses, for this region waSp at one time* the arena in wdiich mastery meant 
the Empire of the World, You may land almost anyw'here with the hope of 
making discoveries for, though most of the known sites have been more or 
less completely explored, there arc without doubt many other finds yet to be 
made which will add more than one chapter to the book of our knowiedge 
of the ancient east. 

Nature however is very w'himsical and, until you acquire w-lsdom from 
experiencep leads you on many a wild-goose chase. You see a hill that looks 
like Q pyramid'—as so many of them do—in fact it is supposed that these little 
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isolated hills inspired the pyramid tomb, and furthermore you are sure you 
cun see through your glasses a doorway or a niche in the eastern face, and 
off you go full of enthusiasm. What looked in the desert air like a walk of 
a few hundred yards resolves itself into a tramp of two or three miles but you 
are buoyed up by the sight of broken pottery, and fragments of curiously 
coloured stones, that look like bits of jade, amber, or tortoiseshell, only to find 
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred that it is only a hill after all—though 
such is the fascination of the country that you are never discouraged and are 
always confident that the hundredth chance will be yours! 

There are halcyon days to be spent cruising on the Nile when life is one 
long joyous thrill. You encounter all kinds of craft from the tourist steamer 
to the little felucca, white and graceful as a river bird. There are weird 
vessels, half steam and half sail, that look like huge slave dhows and are 
engaged in the local carrying trade, and there are majestic sailing boats that 
might well be Roman galleys — with prows like a swan’s breast—and if you 
speak Arabic you can talk with the dignified local sheikhs or the simple and 
courteous peasants and learn a little of their homely joys and destiny obscure. 


J, H. Dumbar. 
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The Plural and Dual in Old Egj'ptian. By Ravmonu O. F.\llkneb. Bruxelles 
(Fondation Reiue Elisabeth), 1939, pp. 70. 

Mr. Faulkner has made a detailed study of the confused and confusing 
orthography used to express the ideas of plurality and duality in the early 
stages of the Egyptian language. As might be expected when a study, such 
as this, is undertaken by an expert, many interesting points emerge. Mr. Faulkner 
divides his subject into four sections, nouns, adjectives, demonstratives, and 
verb'forms. As reg'ards nouns, he remarks on the fact that the singular was, 
in primitive times and in later archaistic texts, often used also for the plural ^ 


and suggests that the common writings 
abbreviations but are true survivals of what he calls 




are not 


disguised plurals." He 


gives also an interesting explanation as to the use of the singular in Egyptian 
where a plural would be expected in English. Thus in ^ mouth(s) 

of the gods " he suggests that “ to the Egyptian the writing of such nouns in 
the plural might imply that the individuals concerned had more than one 
mouth." He goes on to note that the plural with genitival qualification is often 

used with great, almost dramatic, effect; as in |j ^ ^ 

“ He [the King] has seized the hearts of the gods," where the plural indicates 
that the King seizes as many hearts as there are gods. Mr. Faulkner is of 
opinion that simple ideograms are not abbreviations but are the original form 
of writing the word, the repetition of the ideogram representing the plural. 
Occasionally an alphabetic sign is added as a phonetic complement, as in 

^ short step to the complete spelling out, as in 

I think however that he has misunderstood the meaning of 

which he calls “an exceptional plural" (p. 19), but which appears as 
ts root-meaning to consist of two words | ** smite " and lJ “ Spirit, 

or double"; the compound word means a magical charm, but the writing of 
the plural would be influenced by the fact that the second member is a com¬ 
plete word in itself. Another interesting point, which Mr. Faulkner notes in 

the writing of plurals of nouns, is that the phonetic ending ^ belongs properly 

to purely phonetic writings, and that Its occurrence with ideograms and repeated 
phonograms is secondary. The section on adjectives is important as explaining 
the difference in the writing of noun,s and adjectives: “ Since an adjective 
stands not for an object but for some q_ua1ity inherent in that object, it lies in 
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the nnturc of things that it cannot be represented in hieroglyphic by a picture 
or ideogram, but must be rendered with signs used purely phonetically: in 
other words, an adjective cannot be drawn but must be written.” Consequently 
the plural and dual of an adjective must also be expressed phonetically. The 
feminine plural is never written, either in the true adjective or in the nisbe- 
adjective; the writing for the plural is the same as for the singular. This is in 
contrast with the writing of the feminine dual adjective, where the appropriate 
termination is fully written. Egyptian participles follow the same rules a-s the 
true adjectives, so also do the genitival and relative adjectives. Demonstratives 
are in a class apart as regards the formation of the plural, which is^done by 
means of prefixes: in the masculine |j is prefixed t^the ^ - 

^ plur.: in the feminine is the prefix, e.g. sing-t tj_ plur- The 

duals in both genders can be only be deduced from later examples. Mr. Faulkner 
has, however, tabulated the forms of the demonstratives, showing the earlier 
and later methods of expressing number. The verb-forms, which show the 
use of number, are the participles, idm tUi, imperative, and the old perfective 
fpseudo-participle). The book is published in lithograph, and Mr. Faulkner is 
to be congratulated on his clear handwriting of both English and hieroglyphic 
The whole volume shows a vast amount of research and careful study, and 
Mr. Faulkner bids fair to become one of our chief philological scholars. The 
bouk is a fine piece of work. Mcrray. 


iHrc Sumerian 7 'ablets in the Imperial Universitj’ of Kjvto, By Yosiokuro 
Nakaiiara (Tokyo. The T&yo-Bunko, igiS). 

Mr. Nakahara has the distinction of being the first known Japanese 
Assyriologisl. and this b his maiden work. In a preface to it. Professor 
Hamada relates how the study of Sumerian was first 
in igio by Professor Sayce, and how the late Dr C. J Ball ga%e 
perial University of Kyoto the small collection of 

[his book. Nearly all are specimens of the account tablets from j 

atDrehem. now dispersed among the museums of the world. They thus belong 
to the mo^t numerous, though by no means the best understood class of 
Sumerian documents, and Mr. Kakahara is to be '=76;'^ 
success of hb translations, though he would no doubt be the 
that he has still something to learn about these difficuIt texts. ^bin^ 
Japanese student has certainly a preliminary advantage m learning Sumenari, 
owing to bis familiarity with a script which has some pnnciples in common 
with that invented by the Sumerians Not 

by the attempt to fit the Sumerian writing into a classification of signs dev^ed 

by Chinese scholars, which the author here makes m his 

copies of the texts are generally good and clear, and the photographic plates 

excellent. C. J. 


/*•» frir-u^n Prehistoric sites by the River Pi-llu*bo. South Manchuria. Archaeo^ 

Tokyo Kyoto. 

1919.) 4“, 75 PP* Japanese, 3® pp. English, 4* + 
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Professor Hamada is flying high with his school, and has produced a 
roagnificent volume as the beginning of a series of Orientai Archaeology, 
Long may such a series lastp and be a stimulus to Europe to issue such full 
and finely illustrated accounts of excavation, in the foreword the work of the 
staffs of Japanese and Chinese museums and Universities is acknowledged, 
but it has fallen to ProfK Hamada to co-ordinate the whole of it, write it up 
in Japanese* and. make the English summary here issued- We cannot thank 
this scholar enough for giving us the English version of his workSp which 
makes them accessible to Europe. In the Japanese text there are 41 plates 
and blocks which should be consulted. These supply sections and a strati- 
graphical table of finds* all with English equivalents! implements and pottery 
formsp patterns on pottery^ metal vases, coins and knife money; The 63 plates 
are fine collotypes of views and objects. Some plates of patnted pottery are 
full size* half of exteriorp half of section, and the section coloured to show the 
texture of the ware. 

The site of the excavation \va& on the Pi-liu-ho river in the Liao-tung 
peninsulsp half way between Korea and Pekin. The settlements were on a 
promontory and an adjoining islands The period is in late neolithic and eneo- 
lithLc culture* at about 3 oo to ^oo according to the coins associated on 
the mainland, and purely neolithic on the island. The knives and other ini' 
plements were made of slatCj schist, or gneiss. Bronze arrotv heads were all 
triangular Asiatic types, with rather curved outline; most were solid triangulari 
a quarter of them had thin blades. There was part of a cross-bow^ Iron was 
used for axes and agricultural tools, Ttvo skeletons tvere found in graves, 
and very full measurements of these are given by Prof. Kiyono and friends, 
in German text. Dr, Saito reports on a piece of cast-iron blade of a hoe; 
it contained over 4®/^ carbon,, an eutectic alloy tvhich has the lowest melting point. 

Another series of volumes is started as “ The Oriental Library,” Toyo 
Bunko. Beside the w'ork on Sumerian tablets reviewed by Mr. Gadd above^ 
there is another part. No. at, 145 pp. on the Arab trade with China, based on 
an account of one of the superintendants of shipping P"u Shou-keng: another 
paper is on Sogdiana, and the Chinese references to Russian Turkestan. In 
many ways, therefore* historical research is being vigorously developed where 
it is most required* to clear up the early history of Asiatic civilisattons, w'bich 
had so much influence on Europe. 
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S£li^[ Hassas ,—IttscripHon sur le secle de stiituette. This wis for n prophet 
of Tehuti, named Tehut-ar-dus born of Peduneit bom of JTto. It is probably 
Persiao or later. The peculiarity is the elision of signs where they would be 
repeated, such as prophet of Tehuti ^Tehuti) ar-dus, 

Darsssy, G.^_ La troifi'iuVfe de Sen-nezem, This fine untouched tomb at Deir 

el Medineh was cleared out by Maspero in 1886, without any plan or record. 
M, Toda who was present drew up some account of it. For lack of .space, 
Maspero only kept the finest objects, and sold off the rest to the Mctfopolilati 
Museum of ?Tew York, M. Daressy made a list, but has since obuined from 
Mr, Winlock a more complete register, which is here published. 


Cak^sv, G.—‘f/n yoFifht de 'Lell Owwiffi Harb. A granite weight, of the domed- 
top form, was measured by M, Daressy and estimated at 21S kg or 336,000 grams. 
This does not fit any likely multiples of units; 1400 is never found else¬ 
where, 1600 beqa is more likely, as 40 often found. But as the gauging 

of such a figure is but approximate, the dimensions being only to the nearest 
centimetre, the weight may easily be different and the specific gravity 
may be i°/ from what is assumed* Thus the weight is between 3 a 6 pO 0 o and 
346,000 grains, and this would well include ajoo deben of !38o, which is within 

frequent variations. 


Escelbach, R.^The so-called Hj'ksos manuments. Tliis important article begins 
with quoting Dr. Capart's summary of the various opinions about tbe black 
granite sphinxes and heads. The conclusion of M, Daressy (sec ^Inc. £g. igao, 103), 
that all the Tanis monuments were stolen from various temples by Ramessu II 
for his new capiul, is fully adopted by Mr. Engelbach. The reasons stated by 
Dr. Capart for a date before the ivth dynasty are quoted. They are, that the 
sphinx is an immature form of the later sphinx type, and the mane Ls in large 
locks of hair. Then the heads of captives lately found at Saqqareh have been 
quoted as paraUels, but Mr. EngelUch rightly says that they are different, 
The details of the Tanis figures have been stated; (a) the little Jocks of lair 
on the fish offerers and the Ludovisi bust, like those on the red ^nite kneeling 
figure of iind dynasty, but such are abo found in Middle Kingdom statues, 
fb’l The beard of the fish offerers is like that of Hicrakonpolts ivory figures 
but differs in detail of treatment, (c) The locks of hair of the fish offerers and 
the Fayum bust arc like those on the archaic limestone statue of Hierakonpohs. 
Other details are even decisive. 






Next, the matcdalp very dark grey, or black granite Is usual in the 
xUth dynasty, but not found in royal statuets of the Old Kingdom, The forms 
of the nraeus on the head, of the ivth to xiUh dynasties, are illustrated. The 
form of the gold nraeus of Senusert 11 is omitted^ but this is Important, fpr it 
is the earliest dated example of the simple form ui'lth two bends^ as found on the 
Tanis statues. The other examples of this type of uraeus are tho?^ of Senusert 111 . 

Another criterion is ihe form of the eye; in the Old Kingdom, the outer 
corner has the lids meeting in a point; in later xrork, the upper lid is stated 
to pass over the lower. Such is the case in the Tanis statues. The form of thehead^ 
cloth on the Bubastis colossi is also stated to be unknown in the Old Kingdom* 
The proposal of M. Goknischeff is then considered, that the figures are 
all of Amenemhat 111 , Finally, Mr. Engelbach states that he concludes that all 
of these figures are either of Senusert III or Amenemhat IlT 

Now xvc may note that it is very remarkable that^ in all these discussions^ 
the portraiture as a whole is disregarded,—^is even defied. The recent collection 
of photographs of the xiith dynasty by Dr* Evers in St^at atis dem Smn 
13 reviewed in our last number. From that book it is more practicable than 
before* to take into account the physiognomy; the conclusion is that the 
Bubastis colossi are of Seuusert 1 + and the best-known of the Tanis sphinxes. 
One or two other sphinxes of very different features appear to be of Amenemhat 11 ^ 
and the fish offerers have a characteristic of Sen user t TIL Certainly not one 
of these faces could be taken for the same person as the Hawara statue of 
Amenemhat HI- The “ lumber-room ** must be sorted out* and the contents 
put in their appropriate places. 

The resemblance of the Tanis sphinx to the Galla race 
tg2o, 105) falls into its place. The Uah-ka family of the xtli dynasty at Qau 
had tombs of the type of Nubian temples, unlike any tombs previously known* 
They vrere ancestors of the Senuserts, and it must have been an heiress of 
that race who married Amenemhat I of the fellah type; their son Senusert I 
carried on the Galla type, and founded the xiith dynasty* Thus Manetho^s 
statement that Amenemhat was of the xith dynasty is now justified by the 
portraiture* 

LrrEBviL^, G.— P^dts monunienti^ du xMust'e du Carre. A stele from Dakhleh 
of the time of Vespasian, 7& A,n. The figures are of Shu, Tchuii and Nehemt-ouyip 
and a Greek inscription states that the stone is “ the place occupied by Apollonios 
son of Petenepholes and his sons,” This stele was found at a small temple, 
twenty kilometres south-wrest of el Qasr. The tftptfs, place* of a family here 
must be similar to the place " of Aristius Satuminus at Koptos, inscribed on 
a small tank of stone- Other little tanks were in the ICoptos temple, one with 
the outline of a foot incised in it (Koptos xxviiis These all seem to have been 
for the religious ablution of the worshipper. The place "" was like a private 
pew in a church. 

A Byzantine inscription at Aswan relates to the building of the rampart 
which defended Syene^ An official of Esneh xvas sent up for this, which 
suggests that the wall here named was the great boundary wall of the 
frontier, and that all the names above Thebes had to share in this defence. 

Dedication on the base for a statuette* to Antalos, by the son of Anialos 
the prophet Apollophanes* 
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Keimf-r. L,—/.j exacte iTntie /euiUe de Sj-mphaca Lotus. The 

leaf of the usual blue lotus has a smooth edge, that of the while lotus 
a crenated edge. This latter form is shown in a bunch of lotus hanging over 
the arm of a girl carrying offerings, in a scene of about the sSJClh dynasty, 
no. 79211 in Cairo Museum. Another instance of this form of leaf—put with 
the wrong fiower—is figured in N. de G. Davuis, I'tpo Rontesside tombs at Titebes, 

pi. xxx. 


Borchardt, L.—£iH BUdfiaoepatodc!l a«s dem ftiiheit attcti Rekk. This calls 
attention to a sculptor's trial piece at Cairo. On one side is a king in sed-heb 
dfessp with a flail and very early form of crook, al^o three ha birds finely 
carved: on the other side a king’s head with the red crown, and features which 
are compared with those of Sa-nekht and Zeser, The ribbed form of the crown 
is not seen elsewhere, and may have some reference to the mode of “rming 
it: yet as the much older form is the cap and feather (Naqada, li. 75) which 
had been entirely forgotten when this trial piece was cut, the ribbing is 
probably only a decorative freak. 


JeourER G—Fottilles executevs dans ... lii ncaopok A/rifipAi‘/r, 1927-8- Tombs 
of the vith dynasty have been cleared to make a sterile zone for dumping 
from the Pepy temple. In the middle of the vith dynasty there seems to have 
been a transformation of the tomb system: Instead of having the figures of 
offerings in a chamber accessible to the living, the offerings are P ^^ed jn the 
sepulchral chamber. (An example of this type is in Dvndovh VA. Adu 1.) 
Many of the persons .burled in this cemetery arc named m the court service 

of the pyramid of Fepy H- .... 1 1 „ 

The funerary temple of Pepy H has been disclosed, and a plan is here 

published. It is of the same essential parts and arrangements as the temple o ^ 

Sahura, but with many more store rooms around it. 

Hakim Anoii Stir. Di'iix sarcaphiigfs d Jhtnta ei-CeUd. 

Sam. Garra. Un sarcophage d, Toma. These accounts of the reni^-al 

and copying of a sarcophagus describe one of the xxvith dynasty, for Aohmes 
the h^gh^>riest of Tchuti. son of Psemthek and Taia, It is of 
of fine white limestone, with e. figures of the assessors on ^ 

the scene of the Hapi bull bearing away the mummy. Ih.s scent is discussed, 
and seven other examples drawn for comparison. 

Firth, C. M.—1927-8* The ^eat tomb on the 
south side of the Zeser enclosure was farther examined. The whole of the 
filling of the great shaft was removed, to reach the granite chamber at the 
bottom. This chamber, when reached, was found to be like 
ovramid having a round entrance closed by a granite plug, made m two 
vertical halves. The chamber inside was only BiV. 64 inches, and 52 »g * 
fact a sarcophagus rather than chamber. What kind of buna cou e pu m 

Lh a space? Was it contracted burial? Zeser belonged to African ^migrant, 

did they^bury contracted? Yet the gilded canopy-poles, carry ing-bicr, and all 
the offering jars show that a burial did take place here, Ir 

that the fetmi burial was placed here (.-Inr. Eg. igaSi P- 47 J* The it e ming 
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ihe chambers in this tomb is complete, while those in the pyramid are un¬ 
finished. The upper chamber over the granite chamber is 120x6+^64 high 
so that it would fitly hold a coffin of the usual size. Yet there is no sarcophagus. 
But with such a chamber, what was the use of the granite creep-hole below? 

Further examination of the Step pyramid led to a search for any internal 
passage connected with a filled-up east entrance. A passage, not fully cleared 
by Perring, led to another blue-tiled room with three steles of Zeser, similar 
to those in the great south tomb. Two of the steles had been used for draw'ing 
lessons, as they bore lines squaring them up for purposes of copying. This 
was in Saite times, after they had been injured. A different kind of blue tile, found 
in the rubbish, suggests that there is yet an older chamber somewhere below. 

Lacer* J. P .—£iude sat quelques Monumenis d'ff ///^ This account 

deals with the architecture of the chapels along^ the south side of the Zescr 
enclosure. It b a reg^ion which contains more architectural detail than other 
5ide$; all the fallen blocks have been exhaustively tried for junction with others, 
and thus their original scheme has been traced- There are excellent drawings 
of restorations, and the limits of uncertainty in the height are stated, which 
gives confidence in the treatment. A small temple^ 75 X feet, the earliest 
example of a building with torus-roll up the comers^ The fiuted columns were 
2! ft. hight but engaged and not free-standing. The courts were only about 
S inches thicks and the limestone rather brittle, so the idea of a free-standing 
column^ over seven diameter bight distressed these earliest architects^ 
every column in the place is at the end of a short supporting wall which joins 
it to a back wall. Each of the forms of blocks which serve as evidence for 
reconstruction are detailed here, 

A large courts supposed to belong to h^sb sed ceremonieSi is 3 io feet long 
and 6o feet wide, with a dozen small chambers along each side. The details of 
re-construction of the plan are fully stated, and throughout this article there 
is a refreshing contrast to the fanciful treatment too often followed. 

CuESTtnes, —Rappon sur tes iraraux de Karnak (1927-8). The work at 
Kamak this year was on the iiird pylon, the column of Taharqa^ temple of 
Khonsu, and Hypostyle Hall, The heart of the pylon is being entirely removed, and 
the sides propped up^ meanwhile. In it were found blocks of Tehutmes UI. IV* 
Amenhetep and many structural pieces, a fine head of a king^s statue, 
39 blocks of the chapel of the queen of Tehuttnes 111 (making 161 in all) and 
more of the shrine of Senusert I» In reality, many stages of the monumental 
history are being discovered^ and It will convert Kamak into a forest of temples 
and shrines, if they are all built up* 

The column of Taharqa was in a perilous state; it has been all taken down, 
and solidly rebuilt with a core of reinforced concrete to steady it. At the 
temple of Khonsu, urgent repairs have been done, but the whole of it needs 
re-conditioning, to avert ruin. The ground of the Hypostyle Hall continues to 
yield earlier monuments; a stele of Suazenra (xivth dynasty) who sold his 
governorship of el Kab for 60 d 4 :ben of gold, about if700 of gold, worth ten 
times as much in goods then; a pillar of Senusert I; more fragments of 
Akhenaten; a colossal uraeus (headless) of Psamtek I; and an interesting block 
of Amenhetep 11 * on which he is riding in a chariot and shooting at targets. 
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The shrine of Senuscrt T has been further reconstituted, and is here published. 
It was a processional shrine, with entry at each end, and a colonnade at each 
side, linked by dwarf walls, like the destroyed shrine on Elephantine. 


Gauthiek, H.—Un I'fVe-™ iTlitkiopie etisereli d Bubasds. The railway men 
removing earth at Bubastis found two brick vaults containing sarcophagi. 
One of these was very large, of red granite, g ft. S ins. long, 6 ft 6 ins. high; 
the lid was anciently broken, and only two little pots were left inside. The 
texts stated that it was for a royal son of Kush, over the foreigners of the 
south, fan hearer at the right of the king, royal scribe, Hora, son of the royal 
son of Kush, Hora, He was viceroy under RamessulV; so far, only three 
monuments of him were known. 

The tomb of another viceroy On-hetep, has been fouild at Thebes, Seiau, 
the viceroy whrse coffin lid is in the British lluseum, also had his tomb at Thebes. 


NswBEaaVi P. E,— .dn unpubUsked monunient oj^ a priest the double axe. 
This door jamb, from a tomb of Hetep-heren-ptah in the Cairo Museum, has 
not been published, and has no history'. The man was a great pluralist in the 
iiird dynasty, having twenty titles. Of these six have the axe as word-sign 
for architect, descending from the times of wooden building. The “ servant of 
the double axe" U a rare title, and the use of khel, “servant,” for a priest- 
hood is very early. Five of the titles are said to be unknown elsewhere, but 
the HI' met “ mayor of the ten " is well known, the ten being a subdivision of 
the northern and southern councUs of thirty. The councils of ten are named 
as having a scribe (Vienna, L. 24s) and a messenger (Petrie, Season 79), a director 
of the south ten (Cairo, 20628 L.D, 11 . 357), and many other such titles. 
- a mayor peer (imft) in the seat of ten " (Mar. Abyd. 11 . 56)- There were 
other councils of twenty, such as the “ south twenty ” (Petrie, 3 o 3 ); 

the larger council of thirty occurs in a very' usual title, and the “ words of 
the thirty ” are named Thes. 950). This group was described m 

Ancient Esj'pt, 1925, 48. 

Newberry P E .—^--1 statue 0/ ... Amenhetep son 0/ Hapu. I his headless 
squatting figure from the temple of Mut is identified with the celebrated 
Amenhetep son of Hapu. by having the same titles. 


Enoelbacm R_ On the accuracy of a monoiithic column. The method of 

forming a column, and the mode of arranging such work. Involve much more 
than the work of dressing a flat block. A granite column of Sahara from 
Abusir was selected. To measure it, a circle was drawn on two semtc.rcular 
pieces of wood, which were then placed around the foot of the column. The 
circle was divided into forty parts. Then a plumb bob was hung from an 
arm placed on the top of the column, and adjusted till it was exactly over the 
circle at one part. Offsets from the column to the plumb line were then read, 
,„d this wa, repe^Kd « each of the forty divition. aroood the c„l™^ 
Thao the oiroolarity and otraightoess aero completely tested. (If aooh a Wt 
ia aa.de again, it might he .hotter to fix aoeotenng on tl>e “P 
with aa arm tumiog atonnd the centre to carry the plumb line,] The remit, 
are complicaud by the error in netting the co lama 'f I'**,, 
the tilt of to- of angle making li mchee of d,splacemeat .a the whole he«ht. 
Whether this i. dee to the baa being cut askew to the axis is not staled. 
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perhaps the columns were cut so as to stand vertical on a step which sloped lo* 
for the sake of drainage. The errors of cutting are tabulated by Mr. Hngelbachr 
on the circularity, the maxi mum errors in each circle average O'a inch, slightly 
less in the excess and more in the deficiency. The average error of straightne:^ 
is much lessp being only 0*05 inchp This is likely^ as It would be much easier 
to test by a straight line than by a circular template. The diagram of the 
successive circles of measurement is made more obvious by the principle of 
concentrated errors (such as w^ere used in the Pyramid survey of iSBs). For 
testing the straightness of the surface, the offset rods and line would no doubt 
be used, for such were in use in the xiith djTiastyi us found at Kahun in 1SS9. 
The problem of cutting the butt is scarcely solved by making it square to 
axis points which would be difficult for reference. The amount of tapering of 
the column (in which there is no entasb) is 1 on 23 , or i on 46 slope. If the 
two ends of the block were dressed parallel and a circle of the required stze 
was set out on each end, and the stone dressed to that, tiien all the rest could 
be done by trimming down, till the string line was straight from one circle 
to the other at all points around: thus no template would be wanted, and the 
dressing could be done after setting up the column in the rough. 

Gunn, B.— from the Step Pyramid site. On the north side of 
the pyramid, a heap of fragments of stone vases was dumped from the interior 
of the pyramid. The Inscribed fragments, along tvLth some others, are here 
pubii^^bed. They are much like the inscriptions on the bowls from the Royal 
Tombs: such are often the names of departments to w hich the bowls belonged^— 
the food, the toilet* or the travelling outfit. The sign as is evidently a bundle 
of papyrus rolls tied in the middle, and wiih a band round each end, to prevent 
twisting or catching {Medum, xiil^ xiv)* As sucht it cannot mean primarily 
a tomb, a chamber, a palace^^ a troop^ a priestly title, or any other of the 
usages of the wordj it always needs a determinative, to show to w^hat it applies. 
The instances of use of the word are given in Ane. Eg. 1925* 52, The function 
of “ register " or registry ^ is the only applicable value in all cases' “ register 
of men of his majesty ^ ** registers of all things of the king "" “ registers of food^" 
have no building detenninative. These bowls (li, 9-12) are inscribed to show' 
that they are on the register of the food department. 

The signs of the king with nub nefer (il, 7, 8)^ does not mean a king of 
that name, but that the bowl belongs to the nub^ —goldeop—burial-chamber of 
the king* which place is entitled nefer, Thai is therefore a second endorsement, 
after the marking that it belonged to the palace Ment-onkh. The signs ^ 
seem to mark this as a tribute from a foreign land. There are many examples 
of ^ as meaniog tribute? tve see the bringing of a tribute of foreign girls 
(nesut ami) (Sethc, Urk 114b tribute of nomes, and of Asiatics [Anc, Eg. 1927, 114). 
It would be well to examine if the material of this bowl is different from that 
of others. The fitting together of the fragments of vases, and drawings of the 
forms, should give a large addition to the five hundred forms, published trom 
fragments* in Royal Tombs. 

0/ Arehaeo!ogj% Liverpool, 1927. 

GarmTif, F. Lu-—Oxford exeayations in Nubta. This long article describes 
Christian remains at Faras, eighteen miles above Abu Slmbek of which a general 
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description appears by Mr. Dunbar in the present number, A church, of two 
different periods of buildtiig^, overlay u cemetery of Christian period. Many of 
the tombs are of a type familiar in modern cemeteries in Eg-ypt, where two 
long parallel walls form the ends of a row of barrel vaults between them, 
each vault having a doorufay tn one wall. Another cemetery lies to the west. 
An anchorite's grotto-chapel is described, much like that at Abydos, with 
painted inscriptions and subjects {Tombs 0/ ike Courtiers, xlix-Uii). Thirty-one 
photographic plates portray the places and objects; these do not differ from 
the usual Byzantine style in Egypt, except in the thin Nubian pottery. 

1929. Mono. Roeert, and Emcrv, W. S-^Excayations at Armiml. In 1916 
a rough survey was made of the site of the cemetery of the sacred bulls, a con¬ 
cession was granted, and work was begpin in 1917. TwoSaitic burials of mothers 
of the bulls were found In vaulted tombs of brickwork. A long vaulted passage 
was opened which passed through the court of one tomb, and then dipped 
down to pass below the court of the other tomb, whicii was at a higher level. 

The sarcophagi were enormous blocks of quartzite sandstone, 140 X 89 inches, 
and 83 high, besides a lid 27 thick. The lid Is estimated at 20 tons, but it had 
not been removed; the sarcophagus had been plundered by breaking away the 
side. The head of the cow had been taken out, but fragments were found at 
the stone gateway to the tomb. Only some beads and gold foil remained 
behind. The second burial was shallower, but similar; the body of the cow 
remained, with beads and gold foil though the head had been removed. 

In the open court (about 24 X 16 feet) of the deeper burial is a square 
pit. about gX 14 feet, with a stairway against one wall. At i 3 feet down, the 
water level is reached, and a doorway on one side leads to a stairway descending 
under water. This rise of water level of the country, even blocking Saitic 
work, makes it probable that any burials of early times will be almost inaccessible. 
Further work has been done in 1929, which has reached the bull burials, at 
a site about eight hundred feet nearer to the Nile. This excavation will be 
attended by Mr. Oliver Myers, coming from our work at Beth-pelet. 

Hall, H, R.—Sbnie E^'p/ian iJAV heads in the British Sfuseum. Photographs 
are given of four open-work bronze axe heads. The subjects of these are 
(A) Two figures of Taurt as supporters to a column; (B) Lotus group with 
a bird; (Ci Two bulls fightingi (D) A wolf catching a gazelle. 

Hall, H, K.—Theriomorphk Canopic jar heads of the Middle Kingdom (?V 
These blue glazed heads are considered to “ have an archaic appearance,'’ 
and the glaze is said to be “ distinctly of xiith dynasty character... if they 
cannot be of the xiith dynasty I do not believe them to be later than the xviith." 

Mono. Rouert, and Ejjasv, W, B.^Tke Burial shaft of the tomb of Amenemhat, 
This account is illustrated with fifty plates which show the stages of the 
excavation, and the mummie.'t that were found. The names ^on ih® 

(1) Sumaihu, with a .scarab of Horemheb, but called ■‘Saitic'’; (2) Nemayn, 
( 3 ) Ta-vst-Mut'ta-urt (Isis the Great Mother), (4) Neferarti (surely xixth), 
Csl Horpuy, ( 6 ) Aten-em-uben (surely xviiiih), (7) Pesh-en-mut and (B) Hentmer, 
'fhc part of a ^vhip handle is an unusual object. There were five foreign jugs 
with vertical lines in the burial with the Horemheb scarab. 


( ) 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


We much regret to record the loss, of our former Treasurer Mr. Sefton Joites, 
who passed away after a long illness. His wide knowledge of the East and 
his business abilities made his advice and help of special value, and his interest 
in such work accorded with the active assistance rendered by Mrs, Sefton Jones, 
w’ith whom we deeply sympathise. 

The students of the British School arrived at Beth^pelet and began work on 
November 14. One of the first things was the clearance of the roribem edge 
of the Egyptian residency of the sviiith-xxlh dynasties, which had been covered 
by part of the wall of Shishak. This side had suffered from a very fierce fire, 
the fresh north wind reaching it first. In one room were remains of forty-five 
large wine jars, completely covering the floor; these had been smashed into 
small fragments by the fall of the burning roof beams. Such of the sealings 
as were legible showed that these held Syrian wine, as the seal is of a god 
with tall cap. standing on the back of (apparently) a dog, with tumed-up tail. 

The neolithic settlements are being worked, some only surface deposits; 
another is several feet deep, producing shards with colour-wash and cross lines, 
but without any microUth cores, which were so abundant last year. More 
palaeolithic sites are also being found. 

The anii-Jewish riots extended to Gaza, where Major Partridge rescued 
thirty Jews, and sent them to safety at Jaffa. The mob ofhooligf-ns then burnt 
the shop of the best grocer in the town, to the great regret of our party whom 
he supplied. The Bedawy had been vilely told that Palestine had been sold 
to the Jews, and that Jews had killed Muslims at prayer in the mosque 
(cj: Christian church) of El Aksa, and blown it up with bombs. Unfortunately 
the wretches who stirred up murder by these means cannot be caught. The 
Bedawy around our w'ork are all quite quiet and pleasant, and officially we 
are 'welcomed as helping the cause of peace. 

At home the affairs of the School are going forward. Lady Petrie has 
been giving many lectures, and was intending to spend the winter in active 
work for the excavations. She 'was knocked down and run over in November, 
however, and has been laid up in bed and doing office work for many weeks. 
The finances suffered greatly, and it is only by the kind help of personal friends 
that U'G have tided over the (lisaster. 

It is hoped that many will come forward tvith donations to help on the 
digging at present in progress, and that arrears will be made up. It is not 
proposed to lessen our activities, if we can surmount present difficulties and 
gain adequate support. 

All donations may be addressed to 

Lady Petrie, University College, Gower Street, \V,C. 1, 

Ancient Egypt jglo part I will be issued shortly. Associates of the School 
are asked to fonvard ten shillings, for which receipt will be sent, also the 
Journal and v^arious nutices, f^dinary subscription to the Journal alone is 
seven shillings. 
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